          Text: 
Mark 2:1-5
      Subject: 
A Can’t Quit Attitude
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the resilience of these men or the “Can’t Quit Attitude” of these men that brought their paralyzed brother to be healed by Jesus. We want to take form them and example of how to approach Jesus, and that is with “A Can’t Quit Attitude”.

Introduction:
 In this very familiar scripture, we often focus on the healing or the deliverance of the man who was paralyzed. However, it was the tenacity of his brothers that allowed him to get to Jesus to be delivered. And not only did the paralytic get delivered, but those who carried him were delivered as well. We must understand that his brothers had to carry him everywhere they went. And when Jesus told him to pick up his bed and walk, his brothers were delivered form ever having to carry him again.


So many times we carry the burdens of our friends and family who are lost in the world. We carry this burden everywhere we go. When we are on our jobs we carry this burden. When we drive up and down the highways we carry this burden. We pray and we pray we talk to them every chance we get. We have “A Can’t Quit Attitude” with them. And when they finally surrender and give their lives to the Lord. Not only are they delivered, but we are delivered as well. We no longer have to carry them around with us everywhere we go.


So because these men had “A Can’t Quit Attitude” they were set free of their burden.


A Can’t Quit Attitude
This attitude they had was a good attitude. So often times when we use the word attitude it is a derogatory term. When we say someone has an attitude it usually means they are stuck up or that they are mean and hateful. But there are some good attitudes. And the attitude we have when we come to church is usually the attitude we leave with. Sometimes we are defeated when we leave church because we had a defeated attitude when we came.

As we will see the brothers had a positive attitude, which yielded positive results. One thing I don’t want around me is a negative folk. Because if you have a negative attitude, then your results will be negative as well. Can’t have a negative attitude and expect positive results.

(Read v. 1)!

In this text the word noise means that someone told that Jesus was in the house. How many of us are noising that Jesus is in the house? Who are we telling that Jesus is at the church? Some folk have heard of Jesus and don’t know where to find him. And it is our job to make some noise, and spread the word that Jesus is here. We need to be noisy and invite folk to church, they may not come, but they can’t say they did not hear that Jesus is in the house. Amen

We note that He was not in the temple, but in the house. So often times we feel we can’t have bible study until we get to the church. We can’t worship God until we enter into the house of the Lord. But Jesus here set the example by doing ministry in this house. If I can’t study my bible at home, its vanity for me to come to bible study and I hadn’t picked up my bible since Sunday.

We must come to understand that our first ministry is at the house. God said how can we take care of His house if we can’t care of our own. I had to learn that my home was my first ministry. If I can’t get my wife to be submissive, then how can I expect you to be submissive? If I can’t tell my own children how to behave, then how can I get yours to behave? 

If Sis. Dukes is doing something that is contrary to the word, then I’m going to go to Bro. Dukes, why? Because he is an officer of the church and his home is his first ministry, that’s his house. And if he can’t handle his house then how can he handle the affairs of the house of God.

(Read v. 2)!

We see that Jesus had a house full in no time. And I watch and pray for time when we will see the house of the Lord full with standing room only. The clubs use to be full when I was going, and I’m sure they are still full. Yet it’s rare when the house of God is jam-packed. 

And some folk will leave church because they couldn’t sit down. And I found out that in the bible days, there were no pews in the temple, folk had to stand up, when they came in the house of the lord. Now we got to have a seat and we want some cushion on them as well.

When you have “A Can’t Quit Attitude” it doesn’t make a difference if you get a seat or not, so long as you are where Jesus is. Amen

All of these people that were in the house came for various reasons. Some came for cures; some for curiosity and some were there just because there was a crowd of folk. But it does not matter why they came; Jesus used this time to preach unto them. We must have this attitude that Christ had. We must preach whenever the opportunity presents itself. 

For one we have a big misconception about preaching. Preaching simply means to proclaim that which you believe. So in actuality we all can preach. We all ought to be able to proclaim that which we believe to the world. If we believe what we say we believe. Amen.

(Read v. 3)! 

As these men brought their crippled brother to Jesus. We too bring our crippled loved ones to the Lord. They are crippled to the fact that they cannot walk this spiritual walk, because they are sick of the palsy of the world. They are paralyzed by the lust of flesh. And therefore they cannot come to the Lord on their own. So what do we do? We carry them to the Lord with prayer and supplication. That God will have mercy and deliver them according to our faith. For it was because of the “faith” of his brothers that the paralytic was healed.

(Read v. 4)!

A Can’t Quit Attitude

They did not let the crowd stop them. After they found that they could not get in the door, they kept looking for a way to get to Jesus. Sometimes we have to go around the crowd. If we don’t beat the crowd we have to go around the crowd.

How many folk today will do anything to get to the Lord? How many of us will risk going to jail to get to Jesus? These men were trespassing they were on someone else’s roof, tearing up the roof, that’s property damage, just to get to Jesus. 

And as these men tore up the roof. We all have to tear up some things in our lives to get to Jesus. Yes these men had located Jesus, but they had to do something to get to him. 

Many folk are in the church many have located Jesus, but they still haven’t tore up the roof. I had to break up some relationships. I had to tear up some sinful ways in my life to get to Jesus.

And when they broke up the roof, they were not selfish. They could have let themselves down and left their friend on the roof. And so many of us get our loved ones close to Jesus. Then we forget about them and get what the Lord has for us. 

Yet these men just let down the bed in which their brother was on, so that he could get close to Jesus. And no doubt these men had things in their lives that needed attention from the Lord, but they put aside their needs for the need of their brother. And there comes a time in our lives when we must lay aside our wants and think of the needs of others. There comes a time when those of us must take care of those that are sick. For one day we may be sick and God will send those whom we took care to us of in a time of need.

(Read v. 5)!

We make note again that the one sick of the palsy was healed according to the faith of the others. And notice what Jesus said, He said Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. He did not say be thou healed of the palsy, He said your sins are forgiven.

We must understand that behind every sickness there is sin, for the flesh in itself is sinful. So by Jesus addressing the cause of the disease, which is sin, the man was healed. 

There is a thing called cause and effect. The effect comes after the cause. So when Jesus delivered him form the cause the effect had to go. The sin was the cause; the effect was that the man was paralyzed.

So many times we treat the effect and not the cause. This is why I always found myself doing drugs week after week, because I never asked God to forgive me of my sins. Until we are forgiven of the cause, we will continue to have the effects. 

It’s sin that keeps us from true deliverance, and the only way to be forgiven of our sins is to repent of our sins. Repent means to turn from and to turn to. We must turn from our sinful ways and turn to the Lord in order for God to heal us. We want God to heal us, but we want to hold on to our sin. We don’t want the effects but we want the cause.

And in order to press through the crowd of life to be forgiven of our sins we must have “A Can’t Quit Attitude”
Conclusion: 
And as I close let us remember that we must be relentless as we seek the Lord’s face. And let us take the example of these men in our text and have “A Can’t Quit Attitude” when it comes to the deliverance of our friends and loved ones. 


And let us always remember that Jesus himself had “A Can’t Quit Attitude” when He gave his life for us. For he died that we may have life and that we may have it more abundantly. And I’m so glad that he did not quit!

And I have  “A Can’t Quit Attitude” because Jesus did not quit on me. 

When I was yet in my sins, Christ died for me. When I was a retch undone, Jesus had “A Can’t Quit Attitude”. 

So when folk talk about us, we must have “A Can’t Quit Attitude”. 

When they tell us what we are doing for the Lord won’t work, we must have “A Can’t Quit Attitude”.

We they persecute us for His name’s sake; we must have “A Can’t Quit Attitude”.

To please the Lord, we must have, “A Can’t Quit Attitude”

There were two prisoners locked up in a cell. They both looked out of the window. One saw the ground and other one say the stars. They were both in the same situation, but one had a defeated attitude, while the other had “A Can’t Quit Attitude”.

And we are all like these two prisoners. For we are all locked up in this sinful body. But those of us who have “A Can’t Quit Attitude” continue to look toward the hills from whence cometh our help. While those who have a defeated attitude continue to have their heads hung down.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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