Text: 
Deuteronomy 4:10, 6:7, 11:19 & 31:19

Deuteronomy 4:10  Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children.

Deuteronomy 6:7  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.


Deuteronomy 11:19  And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.


Deuteronomy 31:19  Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel.

      Subject: 
Church Covenant (Part III)
   Objective: 
In these texts along with our Church Covenant, we will discover that we have engaged or moved forward in our covenant, there is still much even more we must do after we leave the church. We must be witnesses and examples first in our own house and then to the world, for love starts at home and spread abroad.
Introduction:
God has always instructed us to take care of our own first. And our children are at the top of that list. If I have found something good, and I do not share it with my family, then God says I am worst than an infidel, or none believer of God. (I Timothy 5:8)

If we have Christ and do not teach our children about Christ, then there will be a generational gap that will affect future generations. This why God repeatedly instructed the Israel to train their children in what He had taught them, even the songs should be passed down. We can pass down recipes form one generation to the next, but we fail to realize the most important recipe of all and that’s Jesus Christ.


That fried chicken recipe is good to have, even that 7up or pound cake recipe has a good purpose, but sometimes I need to feed my spirit and none of those recipes will do. Then I need a spiritual recipe book, like John 3:16, Psalms 23, or whatever I might have a taste for in the spirit.

Body: CHURCH COVENANT (Quotation marks and underline signify Church Covenant statements)
“We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion;” – Last week we engaged, this week we also engage meaning we are going to do that and this also. Amen

It says we must maintain family devotions. WE must take time and share the Lord with our children. We expect them to get it all form Sunday school, but it doesn’t work like that. There is not a school on the earth that can teach anyone everything. We learn from, God home, school and life experiences. It takes all of these to properly educate our children. And as parents our responsibility is to teach our children at home.

That word maintain means we do it regularly. We have to maintain what we obtain. Don’t start what you don’t intend to keep up. If we want to keep our vehicles running, we must stop and have them serviced periodically. If we don’t we stand the risk of them quitting on us down the road. 

And this is what’s happening to many of us, we come to church on Sunday but we don’t maintain that family and secret devotion and we find ourselves quitting on the Christian journey, because we did not maintain what we obtained. We no business dragging into church low in spirit, because we should have had devotion at home before we got here.

It also talks about secret devotion, can’t have family devotion until we have some secret devotion. I can’t teach you unless I have first been taught. I have to steal away in my secret devotion so we might have this family devotion. If we as parents don’t have secret prayer, then we can’t expect our children to.

“to study diligently the word of God” - If we never study our bibles through the week, then we can’t expect our children to either. And reading is not study. Study is to read the bible and other Christian books, examine oneself and apply to our lives. 

2 Timothy 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

We can read the words, but the examining ourselves and applying to our lives is the hard part. It requires us to admit we are wrong, repent and change. Coming into the knowledge of the truth is when we change. Once we come into the knowledge of what’s right we have a tendency to do right. And repentance is not a onetime thing, it a daily thing, Paul said I die daily. 

“to religiously educate our children” – We want our children to get every education except the one they really need. When they are in elementary school, we are priming them for college. We make sure they are up and ready for school through the week. The public school is full, but Sunday school is empty. We have our priorities mixed up. We say we seek God first, but do we really. We tell our children to get a good education so they can find a good job. But we teach them nothing about God, so they get the education, find a good job, and lose it because they did not know the Lord. Our first responsibility is to teach our children about God.

“to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintance;” – Evangelism is the area we all fall short in. We can pull on our family members to come to church, but others who we are acquainted, we never mention Jesus or invite them to church. If we want someone we have met to come to our house we invite them, but we just expect folk to come to church without an invitation. After we invite folk to our home the first time, they may just stop by the next time they are in the neighborhood, Why? because now they know they are welcome. There are a lot of folk that will come to church if we invite them.

We assume that everyone that is nice is saved. We assume that everyone in the church knows the Lord. And we all know that it is dangerous to assume. If I assume that you are a nice person, but when I come to you, you curse me out. I am at fault because I assumed, instead of getting to know you before I made an assumption.

The only people we truly know has salvation are ourselves. So therefore it is ok to talk with everyone else about Jesus. Amen

“to walk circumspectly in the world” – This simply means to be an example. The talk the talk and walk the walk. Not to be like the scribes and Pharisees and say one thing and do another. We can’t proclaim Christ and do what is contrary to the word. Jesus said in John 17:16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

1 John 2:6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. We must be in the world but not of the world.

“to be kind and just to those in our employ” -  If we have others working under us, they should know we are Christians by how we treat them, not how we treat our boss, but those under us. We should treat those who are under us with respect and appreciation. And if we are self-employed and tell ourselves what to do, then we should be kind to ourselves.

It is insane to treat folk like slaves and expect them to work like your friends. We should treat others they way we want to be treated. This is so profound to we Christians. Because, we know that whatever we sow we shall reap. If I mistreat you, then I may as well get ready, if I cheat on my wife, then… If I steal form from someone else, then… We must realize that many things happen to us, because we have done them to someone else.

“and faithful in the service we promise others” – We simply must honor our word. If we say we will be there, then let’s do our best to get there. If we tell someone we are coming, then they should see new faith in the place. And I don’t know if you know it or not, but new Faith has a good name, we are faithful to our word, and that must never change, so we might continue to be examples of Christ.

If my wife tells me she is going to do something for me, I can pretty much take it to the bank. If she can’t do it, then she lets me know she can’t and why. And I said that to say this, if something happens and you can’t make an obligation. It is our responsibility to contact the other party to inform them ahead of time, so they can make other arrangements. Or if we can’t do something we can always try to get a substitute to stand in the gap for us, that our word might still be kept.

“endeavoring in the purity of heart and good will towards all men to exemplify and commend our holy faith” – Endeavoring in the purity of hearts means our heart, our demeanor, and our life should always be the same. Every time I see you, you should have a pure heart. You should not just be nice and sweet when you are at church. We should be the same way Monday we were on Sunday. We should not be wavering, some of us are like Baskin and Robbins, we have 31 flavors. And we never know what flavor you are at any given time.

The good will toward all men is to help any race of folk who need help. Can’t just stop and help the black folk on the side of the road, we have to help anyone we see in need. If I say I am of God and can’t help someone because of the color of their skin, or because they have crossed me, then God calls us a liar.

1 John 4:20  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

We must show love to all men, because we follow Christ and Christ showed love to all men.

We will engage 3rd gear next week.
Conclusion: 
(Stand and read first, second & third paragraphs together) continued next Sunday!

(We suggest getting a bible sized Church covenant to keep with you and read periodically)

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross

PAGE  
1

