Text: 
Matthew 26:41, Mark 13:33 & Luke 21:36

Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Mark 13:33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

Luke 21:36  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

      Subject: 
Church Covenant (Part IV)
   Objective: 
In these texts along with our Church Covenant, we will discover that we are our brother’s keeper. After we have fulfilled our obligation to the church as and organization, then to our homes, friends and family, we also have an obligation to one another.
Introduction:
As we see in these text and many other throughout the bible. We have been instructed to pray for one another. But God instructs us not to just pray but to watch and pray. Many of us will watch but we won’t pray. Or we might pray but we won’t watch. And when we do one without the other, we keep only half the law. And keeping half the law is not keeping the law. In this Christian journey, it’s all or nothing. Jesus said in John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.


Why did Jesus instruct the disciple to watch and pray in Mark 13:33? If you read up a few verses we find that they asked Jesus when he was coming back. And Jesus tells them about all these things that will come to pass before he returns. Earthquakes, famines, pestilence, wars and rumor of wars… Then he tells them to watch and pray. No sense in praying to God, if we are looking for Him to do something.

Watching and praying go hand and hand. We often times pray about what we see. When we see the little children starving on television, we are led to pray for them. But we first had to be watching. 

If we are watching and praying folk, then when we see each other in fault or in sin, we should not talk about each other but we should pray. If you see me doing something contrary to the word, don’t just watch me, watch and pray. 

Our problem is most of us are watch and talk instead of watch and pray. As soon as we see something, we can’t wait to tell someone else. Jesus told us to watch and pray, not watch and talk. If we would just replace phone time with prayer time, we would be some praying folk. Amen

Body: CHURCH COVENANT (Quotation marks and underline signify Church Covenant statements)
“We further engage to watch over,  – In this last move of this covenant we are pledging to do things for one another. For us to watch over one another, means we are on the look out for the enemy. It does not mean I am to follow you wherever you go and make sure you are doing right. I am not to watch you but to watch over you. If I am looking directly at you, then how can I see the enemy sneaking up on you.

If you see me doing something that is going to harm me spiritually and you don’t warn me, then you have broken the covenant. You said you would watch over me.

“ to pray for, to exhort and stir up each other unto every good word and work;” – We know what is means to pray for one another, but we are to also exhort and stir up. To exhort means to encourage, or to pat on the back. We love to be exhorted, but we are slow to exhort others. And I don’t care who you are, we all like compliments. I don’t preach for anyone to compliment my message, but it sure does make me feel better, when someone does. That’s exhortation, and we are supposed to exhort one another, not lie to one another. If I did not sing that song, then don’t tell me I did. We know when we deserve exhortation and when we deserve prayer.

We are also to stir up each other’s good words and works, with emphasis on good. For we know that we all have some bad words and bad works within us as well. And our responsibility is to stir up that which is good. Look at you neighbor and say (“neighbor don’t stir up my mess, stir up my gifts”). 

If some dog poop is on the ground and it has been there for a few days. You won’t smell it because it has crusted over and the scent has been covered. But if you step on it, or take a stick and stir it up, then it will stink all over again.

This is why we must stir up the good in us and not the bad. We all have some mess still in us. The old man never dies, he is just weakened. 

I still have some drug addiction in me, and I don’t need you to stir that up. I need the new man, I need the preacher in me stirred up. Some of us still have some cursing in us and sometimes it slips out when we bump our toe or burn ourselves on the stove. When that happens some mess got stirred up. Amen

“to guard each other’s reputation” – Once we fully grasp the fact that we are many member yet one body, then when you do wrong so do I. So when we guard each other’s reputation we are really guarding our own. And the best way to guard the reputation of the church is to guard your own reputation. 

When folk see us doing things contrary to the word of God. They always get around to what church to belong to. Children when you misbehave at school and don’t get your lesson, that hurts our reputation. When we as adults do things we know are not the will of God, we hurt the reputation of the church. How can we be a light when the folk see us in darkness. We must have a good reputation for His name’s sake. If we don’t want to live like Christ, then we should not proclaim to be Christians.

“not needlessly exposing the infirmities of others;” – You know how we talk about one another’s sicknesses. Haven’t prayed for them, just been telling everybody about their disease. If I tell you someone is sick, I should be telling you so we can pray for them, that they might be healed. If I just tell you and don’t pray, then that is needlessly exposing the infirmities of others.

“to participate in each other’s joys,” – I’m coming to your party and you should come to mine. When we were all at the awards banquet that honored Kelsie, we were keeping the covenant, by participating in Kelsie’s joy.  It’s sad but many folk in the church hate to see others prosper. This is because they don’t understand that we are many member yet one body. If you have a new car, then I have one too. If you got a million dollars, then so do I.

When the lady found the coin she had lost, the bible says she called all her friends to rejoice with her. When the prodigal son left, they did not have a feats, it was upon his return that they rejoiced. Many of us have it backwards, we rejoice in other misfortune. 

There are certain folk who want us to fail here at New Faith. God showed me that others who say they are in the body of Christ want the school of the Scripture to fail. Many have already done what they could to kill it. Not even understanding that the school is for them, it’s not New Faith’s School it’s all of our school. 

“and with tender sympathy bear one another’s burdens and sorrows:” – We don’t have a problem coming to the birthday party, but we have to force ourselves to go to the funeral, but we go because we know one day we will be in sorrow and will need someone else’s support. We need more support in the bad times than we do in the good. If you won’t come see me when I’m broke, then don’t come when I get that million dollars. 

There is a song that says (“I can do bad by myself”), and that’s true, we can do bad by ourselves. But we can’t get out of bad by ourselves, we need support form others to stop doing bad things. When I would slip up and do drugs as a preacher, Sis Ross would embrace me, pray for me and tell me it will be all right. She supported my burdens and sorrows. And this is what we must do for one another. Amen

“to cultivate Christian courtesy” – If the farmer wants to plant something he first has to cultivate the ground. This means to break up all the weeds and vegetation so the good seed can take root and grow. We are to help one another break up bad habits, so that the good seeds of the word of God can take root and prosper in our lives. The reason many of us can’t grow in the Lord is because we have too many weeds on our seeds. And it is all of our responsibility to cultivate one another’s ground as to keep it good ground for the word to be sown.

“to be slow to give or take offence,” – You can’t offend me unless I let you. And I should not try to offend you unless I want to be offended. It says “to be slow in giving or taking offence,” meaning we are going to get offended and we are going to offend other believers, but even offence should be done decent and in order. There is a right and wrong way to do everything, and the right way to give and take offence is very slowly. When I have to go to someone and I know it will offend them, I have to pray for the right time and for the right words, that’s being slow. When we rush and fly off the handle with each other we break the covenant. 

“but always ready for reconciliation,” – when we fall out and we sometimes do, we must be willing to fall in. We must be ready to forgive and forget. But it takes too to create offence and it takes too to reconcile. If I want to forgive, but you don’t then there can be no reconciliation between us. It seems we hold grudges longer as Christians than we did in the world. We have forgiven everybody that has wronged us in the world, but we are still mad at our brothers and sisters in Christ.

“being mindful of the rules of the Saviour in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew,” – The entire eighteenth chapter of Matthew goes in depth on how e are not to be easily offended, how we are to forgive one another, how we are to restore our Christian relationships. The reason we stay out of fellowship with one another is because we won’t do what the Lord tells us to do in Mathew 18. It talks about humbling ourselves as not to offend the little ones (or babes in Christ), talks about forgiving the 70 times seven, talks about going to your brother when there is a fault and if they won’t hear you we are to take two or more witnesses, so the word might be established, but we don’t do these things and wonder why we are so divided.

“amid evil report, and good report, to seek to live to the glory of God,” – Whether the world speaks well of us or bad we are to be the same way everyday. Jesus told the disciples they are going to persecute you for my name’s sake but just remember that they persecuted me first. He also tells us in the beatitudes that they also persecuted the prophets with can before you. But don’t worry bout that just keep living for God.

“who hath called us out of the darkness into His marvelous light” – God has given us the gift of Jesus Christ, and Jesus is that light that Sis. Briggette sings about. When we say we are walking in the light, we are simply saying we are walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. And I am a witness that it is marvelous to walk in the light of our Lord and Savoir Jesus Christ.

“When we remove from this place, we engage as soon as possible to unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s word.” – If we for what ever reason leave this church, we are to immediately pray to be led to another church to unite with, as to continue our covenant or contract with God and one another. For even God said that we must assemble ourselves together as Christians.

Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

This concludes our study of our Church Covenant.
Conclusion: 
(Stand and read entire covenant together!)

(We suggest getting a bible sized Church covenant to keep with you and read periodically)

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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