Come Down out of the Tree (Luke 19:1-10)

Many people no doubt were converted to the faith of Christ in his many travels, of whom there is no account of in the gospels. But the conversions of some were extraordinary (like that of Zacchaeus) and they were recorded. 

In his travels Christ passed through Jericho, now Jericho was a city built under a curse. But Jesus went there any way, showing us that we must go to the dark places of this world to find, that which is lost.

Zacchaeus was a Jew and he was a chief among all the tax collector’s. Christ came to save the chief of sinners and therefore even the chief of the tax collector’s. Zacchaeus was a very rich man. And in (the gospel of Luke 18:25) Jesus had just said that is easier for a camel to pass through….etc.

Now we are always praying for God to bless us with money. But here Jesus is telling us that it is going to be harder on us. I don’t know about you church but it’s hard enough for me as it is to stay on the straight and narrow. And that’s why God doesn’t bless some of us with lots of money and wealth. Because he knows what will happen. We will start to get beside ourselves and go astray. Amen We get some money and instead of coming to church on Sunday we are at the mall, or we can’t come to church because we are out of town every weekend living the good life.

Now I’m not wealthy and there are sometimes when I want to be wealthy. Sometimes when I am broke, which is quit often, I feel down bro preacher, but you know church we are not going to always be happy. See happiness is based on what’s happening. Happiness is how you feel because of, but joy is what you have in spite of. (Somebody knows what I’m talking about).

Some people go to church because they can’t afford to go anywhere else, but I go because I can’t afford not to. (Somebody help me today)

Now in verse 3. We see that Zacchaeus was curious to see Jesus. See it is natural for us to want to come in contact with or just see those who are famous. Now all of us can name someone famous we would like to meet. And there is nothing wrong with being interested in the life of others.

I know if someone like Michael Jordan, Shaquille O’neal, Kobe Bryant or Allen Iverson showed up, I would probably lose the interest of a lot of a lot of folk.

But you see Jesus was also famous, and like us Zacchaeus wanted to meet or just see his face. But we see here in verse 3 where he was little but the crowd was great. You see Zacchaeus was lost in the crowd because he was little. 

Now that’s the way it is today, you see someone famous and you see a crowd. And you know some of us are lost in the crowd. We are lost in a crowd people who hinder us from serving God. The very folk we hang around are the ones who are stopping us from being good Christians. You have to be careful when you run with a crowd; you see when the crowd goes left you have to follow. If nit you may find yourself being run over by the very crowd you run with.

Also like Zacchaeus we see a lot of little folk trying to run with the big folk. We want to keep up with the Jones. Sometimes the Jones have what they have because they have done some things you really don’t want to be involved with. That’s why we have to be careful who we run with, because if you run with a drug dealer, guess what, whether you sell them or no, your going to be labeled a drug dealer as well.

I’m not telling you what I heard church I’m telling you what I know.
We are representatives of Christ and we just can’t hang around any kind of folk. Now hanging around and being around are two different things. Now we are around folk on our jobs, but that don’t mean we hang around. We are suppose to be around the sinner man, but are not suppose to hang around. See we have to come in contact with the sinner to get him to see the light. 

We have gotten to the point know where we don’t want to bother with the folk in the world. We seem to forget that we were once in the world ourselves and took someone else to help us see the light. 

So being a short man Zacchaeus got smart and climbed up in a sycamore tree. See when we want something we do what we got to do to get it.  When we need some money we go to work. When we need some food we get up and go to the store. When we need God we get up and go to church on Sunday morning, that’s when we need him. We don’t seem to need him when things are going well. Amen but if you really knew him you would know that you don’t have to wait until Sunday morning to get with God.

Jesus looked up in the tree and saw Zacchaeus. Now Zacchaeus came to see Christ but when, Jesus noticed him he was shocked (he was caught off guard). See there are a lot off folk that came in God’s house just to look around and see what was going on (being nosy). But before they knew it they went to patting their feet. Before they knew it they went to clapping their hands. Then the Holy Spirit got a hold of them and when they come to they found themselves asking what must I do to be saved.

You better be careful what you look for, look for trouble and you will find it. You look for God and you will find him too. He said Knock……… He said seek……… He said Ask………… 

We see here in the 5th verse where Jesus told Zacchaeus to make haste and come down. See Jesus didn’t want to talk to him in the tree. And some of us are up in a tree like Zacchaeus and we don’t want to come down. 

When I would be out in the streets doing drugs, I remember not wanting to come down. Because I knew when I came down off that high was going to start feeling bad about myself. I would start thinking about all the money I had blown and what I could have done with it. See that has the Holy Spirit telling me I need to come down so God can use me. Now God can use you however and whenever he pleases, see that’s why he is God.

God has a purpose for all of our lives, and if you don’t want to come down out of the tree, then he will make an example out of you. See whether you decide to come down or not, God will still use you for his glory. (Somebody knows what I’m talking about).

You see we all have been high on something. Might not have been drugs, but something or someone has head our heads in the clouds at some time in our life. Some of use are up in the tree called money, some of us are up in a tree called drugs and alcohol, there is a tree called fornication, there is a tree called adultery, there are many tree of which we are in, but God is still asking us to come down. AMEN.
What I didn’t realize is that the High Jesus was going to give me was better than any drug, better than any alcohol. I’m talking about a high that will make you cry when there is nothing to cry about, it will make you laugh when there is nothing funny. What I like about this high is the world didn’t give it to me and the world can’t take it away. Somebody ought to be able to say Amen Today.

Well Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down so he could stay at his home. Know remember Jesus was a traveling man and he always had to stay with someone else. For he said the foxes have holes and the bird’s have their nest, but the son of man has no where to lay his head.

So Zacchaeus was overjoyed and came down in a hurry for this was an honor to have Jesus come to his home. See a lot of folk want Jesus to come to their home, but they wont come down out of the tree.

Let’s look at verse 7. (READ) Now the people had started talking amongst themselves about Jesus going to the house of a sinner man. Now Jesus was about saving those who were lost, but when he went about his business people still got something to say. You know we will take a good thing and try our best to find something wrong with it. Now these people not wanting Jesus to visit the sinners, is like telling the doctor not to see the sick. But what I like about Jesus is he has no respect of person. We want to decide who is worthy, but it’s not up to us. For the word of God says that we all have fallen and come short. MY LORD, I’m going to sit down here in a minute.
Now in the eighth verse, Zacchaeus is ready to do something. Like so many of us, when we first find Christ we are ready to do something we are ready to run. But after awhile you see that run turns to a walk, then that walk turns to a crawl, and better you know it we are doing nothing for the Lord.

 (READ 8th Verse) Now he stood up to say this. Church when you read your Bible and someone stands up to speak. It means they really mean what they are about to say.  Now he is ready to make right all the people he had wronged doing his job. Now remember he was a tax collector, and they say the tax collectors would charge the people more to make themselves rich. Now he wanted to give this money back to them. So this was not a gift he was just giving back what he took.

A while back there was a big hoopla about the new Tax bill. President Bush is going to give most not all most taxpayers a rebate check and it happened. But he did not give you anything, he’s just gave back a little of what was taken. That’s why we need to put our trust in and stand for the Lord. There is a saying that if you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything.

Now Zacchaeus didn’t say if someone asks for their money back, or if someone sues him he will give it back. He said I will give it now voluntarily. Now we are quick to fess up when we have been caught. But if we can get over on somebody we will. Amen. 

Somebody knows what I’m talking about.

Let’s look at the last 2 verses together. (READ 9&10) Now Zacchaeus was a Jew he was one of God’s chosen people. But he was lost and Jesus had come to seek and find those who were lost. For the word of God says there will be more rejoicing over the one sinner who repents than the Ninety and nine that need no repentance.

Man had become lost, as a traveler when he can’t find his way, or like a man with a disease with no cure. 

But Jesus was in a tree named Heaven, He didn’t have to do it but he came down to help us find our way home. Jesus came down to find that which was lost, and that’s what we should be about finding that which is lost. We all know people who are up in the tree, and we are so quick to say we will pray for them. But Jesus set the example when he told Zachaeous to come down. That’s what we have to do we have to tell our brothers and sisters to come down so God can come and abide at their house. There is a time to say something and a time to pray something.

AS I CLOSE

Jesus has commanded us to go out and find those who are lost.  Now when you tell them about Jesus. You tell them how he gave his life that he may have life. And oh yes he died but be sure and tell them he rose on the third day morning. And he rose with all power in his hand. And that power is still there all you have to do is believe and trust in him.               

Open the doors of the church.

