Text: 
Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
      Subject: 
A Blessing on Lay-Away
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters in Christ we will talk about how we can have a blessing stored up with our name on it, but we can not receive it until we have paid the cost. We will also come to the conclusion that God has a blessing with our name on it, yet we will not receive it until we have keep the faith and been faithful over what God has given us to do. Amen
Introduction:
 Many of us are familiar with laying away things. In fact many of us layaway our bibles on Sunday evening and we do not pick it up until next Sunday if we can find it.


Most people use Layaway at Christmas time. And what happens when we put things on lay-away is we go to the store and we pick the things we want and we take them to the lay-away department and they take our items, let us know how much they cost and how much we need to pay on them. Amen


Then they take the items, while you are watching, and they put them in a box and they put your name one it. 


And the reason we put it on lay-away is because we do not have all the money to pay for it at that time. Or maybe we have the money, but we have other things we want to do with the money, so lay-away make sit convenient for us to get the things we want for a later date. 

Now we do the same thing with God, we go to God and we pick out things that we want, like health, strength, peace, can’t leave out finances, Amen, everybody wants that. But when God says ok this is what it will cost. And the cost is Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.


But we tell God, Lord I cannot pay that right now. I have some other obligations to fulfill first. But let me pay something on it. I can’t put you first because I have this job that has me working overtime, I got this business I am trying to get going, I have this…and this list goes on and on. So we say Lord let me put it on Lay-away.


I will come and pay something on it every Sunday, so God says ok, yet there is a due date, you have to have it paid before Jesus comes back. Yet there is also a thing called a late payment. And many of us pay on our blessing in lay-away, but we pay late. Well preacher what do you mean we pay late? Morning prayer starts at 8:30, Sunday School at 9:30 and Worship starts at 11:00, yet you do not show up until ______. Oh I will let you fill in the blank! 


A Blessing on Lay-Away

One thing that is so important to understand about lay-aways, is that if you do come and pay the balance and pick up the things in lay-away by the due date, the store will take the box with your name on it and put the things back on the shelf for someone else to get. Now someone else has the opportunity to get the things that you picked out.

Now I want you to know that if you don’t want your blessing someone else does! IF you don’t want the finances God has lay-away for you, I will take it. Somebody is saying if you don’t want your healing, I’ll take it. If you don’t want peace of mind to sleep at night, I’ll take it.


A Blessing on Lay-Away
Let’s look at our text:

           Text:   

Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

God is saying don’t layaway things that are not going last and things that you can’t use when you leave this life. In Luke 12 there was a man in the bible that had his priorities mixed up. 

Luke 12:16-21 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

We do not want to go the way of this rich man and lay-away the wrong things. This rich man had many things in the natural but nothing in the spiritual. (I like how the old Patriarchs use to say it, when they were serving God, they would call it sending up my timber!)

The questions is what are you sending or laying up?

A Blessing on Lay-Away
There are many folk who will have things on layaway that they will never get, because when Jesus comes back, if you don’t have it you won’t get it.

Matthew 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

God says but Lay-away for yourselves eternal things in heaven, that will last forever. You see the things we get out of lay-away in the natural they eventually vanish. 

So now that we know better, we should do better. We should turn our focus from the things inn the natural to spiritual things. Colossians 3:2 says Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

God is simply telling us that if our lay-away or our treasure is at Wal-mart, then Wal-mart has your heart. If all you can think about is how to get your stuff out of lay-away the that is whom you serve. If all you want money for is to get them new Nike’s, then that is your treasure and Nike has your heart.

If your house or your car is your treasure then that is where your heart is. And God has made it clear that we can not serve two masters, either you will love the one and hate the other. 

So let us put things in a heavenly lay-away. Amen

Conclusion: 
And in conclusion we want to end with what God wants when it comes to paying the balance on our:


Blessing on Lay-Away


Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.


What God wants is our bodies to use in the earth. Time is the most precious thing we have. In fact you can give someone your time and it is worth more than your money. And God say if you will give me this body which is going to return to the earth anyway, I will in-turn give you a new body that will last for all eternity. 

That’s what you call reasonable. When we go to the store and we see something on sale or something that cost less than we expect, we say that I reasonable. 

If you give your body and time to God for 50 years and He in-turns give you a body that will last forever and eternal time with Him, I would have to say that is reasonable. I will say let me get that now, because this sale is going to be over on day. 

God saying to us now is the time to give Him what is due to him. It is time to pay the balance on our lay-away and give God our bodies, our time and our affection to do His will in the earth!

So I leave you with this:

If you know you have not been seeking first the Kingdom of God, then don’t expect to get your blessings in lay-away. And if you have not given your body as a living sacrifice, Holy and acceptable unto God, then now is the time, for tomorrow is not promised. God has things to do in the earth and he wants your body to do it with. 

And there are people that will get to have but have no treasures, why because they did not lay-away anything for the life to come, because they focused too much time laying up treasures on earth.

So I encourage you to pay off your balance before the due date, so you can receive your blessings on lay-away. And above all know that you must pay the price before our Lord and Savior Jesus comes back.

May God bless you and keep you is my prayer!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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