Text: 
John 14:15-21 If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
      Subject: 
A Bootleg Believer
   Objective: 
In this lesson today we will come to understand that there is such a thing as a Bootleg or a (law breaking) Believer. We will also come to the conclusion that many Christians want the connection with God but not the commitment to God.
Introduction:
 All of us are familiar with so called “Bootleg stuff”. Amen and when something is Bootleg it is simply illegal or unlawful. Be is we brought a copied movie, CD, corn whiskey, maybe you got the hook up on your cable and the list goes on and on.


And when we have something that is “Bootleg” we have what other have but we don’t pay the cost that others paid, and that makes it illegal.


Now when it comes to the church, we are about to find out that many of us have a “Bootleg relationship with God”. Meaning we want the connection without the commitment. We want the blessings form God, but we do not want to keep the commandments we told us to keep.


A Bootleg Believer
We have become a people that are always looking for the hook up. And we can never make it over, because we keep trying to get over!

You see you don’t get Jesus on the “Low Low”. This is an open thing; we receive Jesus and live for Him openly. God don’t need any on the down low Christians.

We must come to understand that you can never beat the system. You can get by but you will never get away. When you think you have gotten over, you really haven’t. Why, because “God is not Mocked, whatsoever a man soeth, that shall he also reap”

For a long time I thought I was getting over on my taxes, until one day I got letter from the IRS. Oh it took them a few years to catch me but I realized that you can’t beat the system. There are many folk in prison today who thought they could beat the system.

           Text:   
John 14:15-21 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

How many know that, when they send you a bill that’s a commandment. I’m about to show you how we know how to keep commandments. 

You see that bill they send to us is not asking us to give them their money. It is telling us to give them their money. They tell us how much we owe, when it is due, where to pay and when it will be cut off if you do not pay. Sounds like a commandment to me!

And we keep that commandment, because we want to keep our service. We love our cable, we love having lights in our homes, we love our phones, and we love driving in our vehicles… And because we love these things we keep the commandment.

John 14:15-21 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

So why is it that we can keep the worlds commandments, but we can’t keep God’s.

I don’t know, but I believe we have a “LOVE” problem. The reason we do not keep God’s commandments is because we don’t love God as much as we say we do.

John 14:21 says He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

If we do not keep the commandments, we might be:

A Bootleg Believer
John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

This is how we keep our connection with God, this is how we keep our service, we must Love. And this is how we identify those who have a legal connection with God. “If ye have love one to another”.

So from now on, if I do not see love coming from a believer? It is safe for me to assume that they are:

A Bootleg Believer

Because if you are not keeping the commandments or the law, then you are illegal and that makes you “Bootleg”.

Let’s turn to:

Romans 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.

One thing I know about having bootleg cable or bootleg electricity is, one day some one will come by to check and see who is legal and illegal. And when you have been identified as illegal or “Bootleg”. They do not ask questions they simply cut you off!

And I hate to bust your bubble today but God is sending Angels around to check your spiritual connection and some of us are about to get our services disconnected. God is about to cut off some of our blessings, when we find ourselves without peace, we may be disconnected. When we find ourselves going backwards, we might be disconnected. 

And some of us have a bootleg connection meaning we call ourselves Christians on the "Low Low". We really don’t want folk to know, because we still like to do some stuff that is not pleasing to God!

And then there are those of us who have a legitimate connection that is in our name, but we simply haven’t been paying the bill. Which simply means we have not been keeping the commandments of God.

And my plea today is that we examine our connections with God and if we find that we owe, let’s pay. And if we find that we are that bootleg believer, let us get connected the right way with God, so we can continue to receive the blessings from God.

Because God does not bless:

A Bootleg Believer
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, I want you to ask yourselves what kind of connection do you have with the Lord? Do you have a landline connection or are you wireless with God?


If you do not have a cell phone, you have to go somewhere to use the phone or use someone else’s cell phone. And what is so good about a wireless connection is you can connect with God anywhere and anytime. But those of us who are not wireless in the Spirit, we can only connect with God when we come to church or connect with another believer. 


God wants you to have your own wireless connection with Him. And all you have to do is accept His son Jesus in your life and keep His commandments!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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