          Text: 
Ezekiel 37:1-10 (Key verse 4)

Ezekiel 37:1-10  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.  And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.
      Subject: 
Are You Speaking To The Bones Or Are The Bones Speaking To You?

   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the need to speak the living word of God into the lives of those whom the word declares as dead bones. And we will also come to the conclusion that if we don’t speak to the bones the bones will speak to us.
Introduction:
 Having announced in Ezekiel 36 the restoration of the nation, 

Jehovah now gives in vision and symbol the method of its 

accomplishment.

By a vision of the resurrection of dry bones, God represents to the 

prophet the restoration of his people from their present depraved 

condition. God is the eternal and uncreated source of all life, natural and spiritual. And no condition is beyond the reach of his saving power. “Is anything too hard for God?”

As we get into our text we will see that Ezekiel spoke to the bones but , he did not speak of his own words, but he spoke the word the Lord God. Our problem is we speak to the bones, we speak to our sins and iniquities, but we speak our word instead of the word of God.

This is why I stress to many that we must change our speech. We must stop using our words and use the word of God. Because the word of God is spirit and it is life. We will see throughout this text that it was the word of the Lord and not Ezekiel’s word that brought life to the bones.

Many times we speak death and destruction in our own lives. For God said life and death is in the power of the tongue. Instead of saying I can’t, I say have learned to say “I can do all things through Christ that strengthens me”. Instead of saying I am sick, I say, “By His stripes I am healed”. 

But I had to get the revelation that I had to use God’s word to speak life into my own life. Because how can I speak life into someone else when I myself am dead. 

Many of us have seen CPR performed, be it in reality or on TV. And as we will see in this text, CPR represents what God did with these dry bones, by breathing life into what was once dead. 

And the point I want us to see is that the person performing CPR, must have breath of life, in order to impart or breath life into someone else. But it is not just enough to have breath, but the one giving CPR, must know the procedure. Because if a person does not know the procedure, they can have the breath of life in them and not be able to impart that breathe into the dead, because of lack of understanding.

And we are in a time now, where men and women of God are watching people die spiritually because we have not speaking the living word of God.

Are You Speaking To The Bones Or Are The Bones Speaking To You?

Who do the bones speak to us?

Bones speak to the finality of death. The government has devised a symbol that by law ha s to be put on every label of a poison. This label is recognized by all, whether one can read or not. The symbol is a skull with two bones in the shape of an X. 

And what this symbol of bones tell us is, is to be careful because this stuff can kill you. The skull and bones tell us that there is death in this poison. 

And God has out the symbol of the skull and bones on sin. (I wish you could see this thing the way I see it) God says in Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; 

So God says to us, be careful with sin, because it is a poison that kills whatever it comes into contact with. But what I like a bout God is he will not give us the diagnosis without the cure. For every venom of a snake is an anti-venom, which fights off the effects of the poison. And in Romans 6:23 God gives the cure for sin.

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Jesus is the cure for the poison called sin. This is why we preach that acceptable year of our Lord Jesus Christ, because in Jesus, who is the word, is life. And if you don’t have Jesus you do not have life. Amen

Are You Speaking To The Bones Or Are The Bones Speaking To You?

We all have some dry bones in our lives. And these secret things are called skeletons in the closet. And these reason they are called skeletons is because they are dead things. They are sinful things and God is the one that said sin is death. Amen


And just like Ezekiel, we have to speak to the skeletons in our own closets. I can’t speak to a skeleton in your closet when I have the same skeleton in mine. We must first speak to the dry bones in our own lives, before we speak to the dry bones of others. 


And if we listen to the Lord like Ezekiel, God will tell us what to speak to the skeletons in our closets. 


Are You Speaking To The Bones Or Are The Bones Speaking To You?


There is a show called autopsy and in this show the medical examiners listen to the bones and the bones tell them how they died. And I remember the DR. saying “the dead do speak to the living”.


I remember a skeleton I had in my closet called drugs. And these bones would speak to me. And say come on let’s do some dope, no one has to know but us. Oh yeah skeletons speak to us.


Men and women, when we see that fine man or woman, they speaks to us. They say come and get it. The question is will you listen to the bones or speak to the bones.


Those who have a gambling problem, the casino’s will call you, they might send you a gift certificate in the mail, come and eat free or send the night on us.


If you have drinking problem, Budweiser will flash a commercial across the screen and talk to you. Don’t tell me bones don’t talk.


Are You Speaking To The Bones Or Are The Bones Speaking To You?
Text:   Ezekiel 37:1-2  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.


We want to focus in on the fact that Ezekiel bears witness that there were very many bones and they were very dry. Now I always believe that we should put ourselves in a text. And if we look around us, we can see that we are in a valley full of dry bones and yes this area is full of dry bones.


And when God led me to this valley to establish a church I have to admit that I pondered in my mind, can these dry bones live again. But I had to come to the conclusion that God can do anything and that includes resurrecting a dead place like Marianna, AR.


Ezekiel 37:3  And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.


The best answer we can ever give God is “thou knowest”. Our problem is we lean to our own understanding, instead letting God give us His knowledge and  understanding. 


No doubt Ezekiel was thinking as he knew how, his understanding of death was that once you are dead you don’t come back. But Ezekiel knowing that God was all knowing, said “thou knowest”. And once we admit that we have no understanding then God will liberally give us His understanding.


Ezekiel 37:4  Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.


What is so profound about this verse is that Ezekiel did not speak to the bones in his own authority. He did not tell  the bones to hear him, he told them to hear the word of the Lord. The reason many of us are not effective when we speak to the bones is because we use our words and not the word of the Lord.


Many preachers want the people to hear them, but the problem with that is we will run out of a word. Anybody ever been speechless? Even the folk that seem to talk forever, get speechless. But God never runs out of words. This is why we must speak as God speaks to us. 

Romans 10:8  But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

Ezekiel 37:5-6  Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.


Here God gives Ezekiel what to speak to the bones. And at the end of verse 6 God says “and ye shall know that I am the LORD.” Throughout the bible God has always used men even his son Jesus, to demonstrate His power. And this has always been not to glorify man, but that the people would know that He is the Lord God.


Today God is looking for some men and women to use to speak to the dry bones. And he is looking for us to speak what he gives us to speak. So He can honor His words and resurrect the dead through His Son Jesus Christ.


Ezekiel 37:7  So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.


Ezekiel said as he did as God commanded Him, there was a noise. Whenever the word of God is preached there ought to be a noise. And this noise was not an Amen or preach Reverend, but this noise was one of an awakening. You see sometimes God has to get our attention before we can hear his word.


And then he says behold a shaking. One thing I have discovered about God’s word is it shakes us. When I am speaking God’s word, I see what Ezekiel saw. When folk are fidgeting, moving, going to the bathroom, getting water, it’s some shaking going on.


And then Ezekiel bears witness to God’s word coming to pass. He says “and the bones came together, bone to his bone.” God word always comes to pass.


Ezekiel 37:8-9  And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.


And just as God had spoke, sinew and flesh came upon the bones. But Ezekiel noticed that they still were not alive. This shows us that we can have the appearance of life, but still lie dormant because we do not have the spirit of God. 


The way we identify those in the church who have life is not by their appearance, but by their works. After the sinew and flesh covered the bones they had the appearance of life, yet they were not moving. If we are not doing a work for the Lord it is because we have not been filled with the Holy Spirit.

Then God told Ezekiel in verse 9 to speak to the wind and tell the wind to breathe upon these slain that they might live. The wind here represents the Holy Spirit that must abide in us for us to have life. And in God’s eyes if you are not alive your are dead

Ezekiel 37:10  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

The only way to stand for the Lord is to have the Holy Spirit. This is why Jesus instructed the disciples to wait on the Holy Ghost. And they did as He instructed them. And on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came filled and equipped them for the work of the Lord.

Many of us have the indwelling Holy Spirit within us because we have accepted Christ, But we can’t stand anything, because we haven’t waited on our filling of the Holy Spirit. The indwelling happens once, but the filling happens many times.

It was only until verse 10 when the bodies in the valley received the breathe of the Spirit, that they stood to their feet.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, the bones do speak, and if we don’t speak to them they will speak to us. And what they speak is death, but the words that we speak they are not our own, but it is the living word of God that we speak into the lives of others, that make them to be first partakers of the word, then to become over comers through Christ Jesus.


And Jesus Christ, is the word that gives life to dry bones. And the world is full of dry bones and it is our responsibility as it was Ezekiel’s to speak to the world, what god gives us to speak. Because if we don’t speak to the world, the world will definitely speak to us.


Are You Speaking To The Bones Or Are The Bones Speaking To You?
If you have not accepted the word of the Lord God, to accept His Son Jesus Christ as your personal savior you should do so now. For Jesus said now is the appointed.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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