Are You A Saint Or Are You An Ain’t?
 Ephesians 4:17-29
This scripture starts off by telling us that the converted should not walk like the unconverted. Though we live among them we must not live like them. Just because they go out to the clubs, casinos, drink, drug don’t mean it’s alright for us to do those things. 
The scripture say that those who are in the world walk in the futility of their mind. That means they are living according to their own understanding, and not the will of God. We all know some folk who you can’t tell them nothing, they have their way of doing things, and if tell or show them a better way, they still are not going to change. See it’s hard for folk like that to turn to God, because in order to be a Christian some change has to take place.  I don’t know about you but Rev. Ross ain’t the same person he used to be. Thank God

 Bro preacher, I had to give up some things, and it did not happen over night, but through prayer, supplication and the grace of God my life has changed. See Rev, Ross used to be a terrible scown, but with the help of the Lord, I made it over.
In verse 18 it tells us their understanding was darkened. I don’t know what it is, but when we were in the world there was something about the darkness. I had a guy tell me one time that he did not like daylight saving time, because it takes to long to get dark, and the freaks come out at night. It was taking away from his creeping time.
Now nighttime was when most of us did our dirt, thinking no one could see us. Amen. But what we failed to understand is that God sees all. But we are not concerned about God; we just don’t want our wives, our husbands, our pastors, our deacons to see us. But if we would spend have the time we spend trying to please other folk and try to be pleasing in the eyesight of God, what a wonderful world this could be.
Let’s look at Verses 20-22, its says 

But indeed you have not so learned Christ.

If indeed you have heard him and been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus.

That you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.

These scriptures are simply telling how to discern those who are Saints and those who are Aint's. Somebody help me today.
If you are a Saint then, Bro. ????, there are some things you use to do you just can’t bring yourself to do anymore. And you don’t have to run around telling people you are a Saint, folk ought to be able to see it in your walk and your talk.
On the other hand if you are an Ain’t, then you Ain’t concerned about what God thinks, you Ain’t worried about where you are going to spend eternity, and therefore you Ain’t gonna change. Somebody ought to be able to say Amen.
Now as Christians we must distinguish ourselves from the unsaved. But we must be careful not to distance ourselves, for when you get to far from a person they can’t recognize you. And if they can’t recognize you, then they can’t see that little light and if they can’t see that little light then they can’t be lead from darkness and if they can’t be lead from darkness then their soul will be lost.

Now I don’t know whether we know this or not, but we are going to be held accountable for the folks right here in this community that we do not witness to and try to lead to Christ. See we think we are supposed to just come to church on Sunday, say Amen, clap our hands, sing a few songs, pray, here the preacher and go home, and we are satisfied.
But we should never be satisfied with where we are in the Lord. We should always be striving to get just a little bit higher, and lead another and then another, until this life is over. Sometimes we don’t want things to get bigger because we become afraid we won’t be able to control it. 
But that’s where we as church folk go wrong, trying to control everybody and everything. It’s my way or the highway, I run the kitchen, I am the youth director, I am the choir director and I’m going to do things my way. But I want to know today that in God’s house it’s not your way, its God’s way. 

But if you feel you need to be in control, you better get it all out down here, because when we get to heaven, we Ain’t gonna be a need for a youth director, Ain’t gonna be a need for a choir director, we won’t need the preacher to preach, we won’t need to come to choir rehearsal on Thursday night, every day will be Sunday and we are gonna praise god everyday. Folk who don’t want to praise God, gone be out of place when we get to heaven. Ain’t gonna be no place for Aint’s in God’s Kingdom. Can I tell the truth today?
The question today is are you a Saint or are you an Ain’t?
Now God is telling us to pull off something, but he is also telling us what we need to put on. We got to put on some holiness. Amen 

Verse 23 & 24 Says:
And be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

And that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in righteousness and true holiness.

Now that word created takes us back to the beginning, when God created the earth and all there in and he said it was good. Amen, Now in that goodness was man, but then old Satan came a long and lied to man, like he still does to us today, and man made a mistake. 
What I like about God is he gives all of us a choice, whether we are a Saint or an Ain’t, we are what we are because of the choice we made. But there is a difference in this choice, than others we make in life. In other decisions we can make the wrong choice the first time around, and when that decision comes around again we can choose differently. Amen
But in this choice you get one chance to get it right, and if you let death come to you and you have not made the right decision to choose Christ, then in Hell will you lift your eyes. For all of you Aint’s, Ain’t gonna be a second time around. Somebody knows what I’m talking about today.
I like verse 25, it says:
Therefore, putting away lying, each one speak truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.
I know everybody in here has told a lie, and we all know when you tell one lie, you have to tell another and then tell another to cover that lie. And the killing thing is after while you will begin to believe your own lies. I’m talking about Rev. Ross now. Ever notice how it’s so easy to tell a lie, but to tell the truth is difficult. We got some folk in here today who are still liars. Now if I step on your toes today, I want you to know I love you but I can’t apologize. God is trying to tell you to move your foot.
I think that’s why some of us don’t tell folk about God, because we are so scared of stepping on other folk toes, we don’t want to offend nobody. But I want you to know today, to be a Saint you are going to have to offend some folk. You gonna have to make some folk made in the world, Bro. ?????
See Jesus made a lot of folk mad, but that did not stop him from doing what he had to do. When he went into the synagogues and run the crooked folk out, don’t you know he offended them. You want to offend somebody you take a way their way of life, you tell somebody that what they have been doing for years is gonna have to stop know, and I assure you, your going to make some enemies.
And when you look at it church that’s what we are suppose really to do, we are suppose to turn the world from its wicked ways.  
Now in order to get someone to turn around, Sis. ????, you must first tell them they are going the wrong way. Now folk like to be told when they are right, help me somebody, but when you tell them they are wrong, most of the time you got a fight on your hands.

I was riding home the other day and I saw all the campaign signs of the politicians, you see the people come to your door and ask you to support people running for office. But, I noticed that there were no signs telling folk about God.

You know its funny the clubs and casinos have signs you can see for miles, they have billboards leading you straight to them, but you have to run into the church before you find it.

I tell you if we would campaign for the Lord the way we campaign for politicians and local offices. What a wonderful world this would be. We can get behind folk running for office and go door step to door step, ain’t got nothing to announce in church but go out and vote for so and so, but when it comes to saying something for the Lord, the preacher have to ask for an Amen. And when you give an Amen it’s one of them old dry ones that you had to force out. When somebody have to ask a child of God to say Amen, something is not right.
I’m a take it a step further, if we would come in here ready to praise God on Sunday, like we were ready to party when we went to the club on Saturday night. The church would be on fire, I remember sometimes when I was in the club, and I ain’t by myself, because I recognize some faces. Sometimes the DJ would turn down the music down a little bit and a chant would start. THE ROOF< THE ROOF< THE ROOF IS ON FIRE, WE DON’T NEED NO WATER, somebody know what I’m talking about in here.
Now if the roof had a really been on fire, we wouldn’t have stuck around to see the smoke. Folk would have been running for their lives. But church all we were saying is, we came to party, and if the roof is on fire, Ain’t gonna stop me from getting my groove on, tonight is my night. I don’t know about you but when I went to the club I went to have a good time. 
Now when you went to the club you could tell the folk who came to have a good time. They were always on the dance floor, you know there was always some folk who just stayed on the dance floor, but there were always some Aint's in the clubhouse too, folk who did not come to have a good time, who Ain’t gonna dance, just stand around watching other folk have a good time. 
Now, we ought to feel the same about praising God, when we come to church on Sunday we should get in the service and praise got like he ought to be praised. Just like in the Clubs, we have the folk who come to church have a good time. Then you got those who look like they just come to watch. Amen
If you didn’t know I’m separating the Saint’s from the Aint’s Today
See the Saint’s are going to  come to church to praise God, But the Aint’s, Ain’t gonna clap their hands, they Ain’t gonna say Amen, they Ain’t gonna sing in the choir, they Ain’t gonna be an usher, they Ain’t gonna work in the Kitchen, They Ain’t gonna come to Bible Study, They Ain’t gonna do nothing.
But I tell you what they will do, they will tell you what you ought to do, they will tell you how you ought to sing, they will tell you how you should run the kitchen, they will tell you to get on the usher board. But, when you ask them to do something in the church, they say I’m a wait on the Lord; I’m waiting for the Lord to show me what he wants me to do. Somebody help me.

But if somebody got to always ask you to do something for the Lord, something is not right. We should be asking the Lord what more can I do. (My Lord.)
Let’s look at verse 28, it says:

Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give to him who has need.

Every noticed how the folks who don’t work are the one’s who steal from the people who do work for a living. Now some folk will say well I don’t steal so he is not talking about me. But what the scripture is also saying let he who drinks, drink no longer, let he who smokes, smoke no longer, let he who commits adultery, commit adultery no longer. Let the fornicator, fornicate no longer, let the liar, lie no longer, let the gambler, lay down his dice. 

(God is trying to help some folk in here today.)
This scripture also talks to us about working with our hands that which is good, so that we may help someone who has need. Now the problem we have is we don’t want to help nobody, who can’t help us in return. Folks that are rich or well off can come and ask us to do something and we will almost break our necks because we know they can help us if we need them. But the folk who don’t have much, have a hard time finding good help. Sometime we forget that we serve Christ by serving our fellow man.
See God don’t want his people on welfare, he wants us to farewell. In the 23rd number of Psalms, David did not say his cup was full he said my cup runneth over. See God gives us more than we need, but God is not concerned about that which you need, he wants to know what are you going to do with that which is running over. Are you going to be a Saint and help someone along the way or are you going to be an Ain’t and let your blessings past you by.
I’m not going to hold you much longer, but before I leave you today, you need to know whether you are a Saint or an Ain’t.

Verse 29 says:
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to hearers.

Some of you may be saying bro. preacher, well what is corrupt communication? Gossiping, back biting, name calling, lying, cursing. I heard pastor say once that blessing and cursing should not come out of the same mouth. But some of us curse all week and then come in here on Sunday and act like we have done nothing wrong.  Oh yes, we have some nasty mouths, both young and old. We can curse folk out at the drop of a hat, but when it comes to saying I love you or something nice, we bite our tongue.
We got that first one bad, we love to spread and hear some good juicy gossip. We been gossiping so long, we don’t feel it’s gossiping anymore, since the internet came out we call it chatting. Sometimes I catch myself getting in other folk business. When we gossip that’s all we are doing in getting in to other folks business.
And the word of God tells us that if we took the time to mind our own affairs, their would not be time left to get in other folk business. When you in somebody else’s business, you own business is going undone. Now you can’t really stop folk from getting in you business, but if you got your business fixed, you don’t have to worry about it.
Church I’m not telling you what I heard, I telling you what I know.
Church it’s time for us to stop half stepping when it comes to serving the Lord. We were in Bible study last week talking about getting on one accord. Jesus did not give his life for us to come to church and be divided like we are. See It's no secret Antioch, we know we have some Aint’s in here. But just because you are an Ain’t now don’t mean you have to be one tomorrow, Amen the choice is yours.
I’m so glad that Jesus made the choice to save a sinner like me, for I once was lost, but now I’m found. Was blind, but now I see. 

See Jesus was on the right hand of the father and he came down and gave his life for you and for me. See church we have something to be thankful for today.
Oh yes, he gave his life, for the word of god says he hung his head in the locks of his shoulder and he died. And they laid him in a borrowed tomb, but the grave couldn’t hold Jesus, for the scripture say on the third day morning, he rose with all power in his hands. And he still has that power in his hands today; all you have to do is believe. I’m so glad Jesus is still saving the sinner.
Before I take my seat, I want you to know we are in the last days, if you watch the news you’ll see that God is telling us it’s time to get right. We walk around with these snobby attitudes, I can’t stand so and so. 

You better start helping some folk.

You better start loving some folk.

You better start standing some folk.

For one day we are all going to have to stand before the Lord. And it’s gonna be a lot of Aint’s in the church who Ain’t gonna make it into God’s Kingdom.
The doors of the church are open: There are 3 ways to join Letter, candidate for baptism or Christian experience.

There may be someone here who don’t know the Lord in the pardon of your sins Lord. There may be someone here who has back slide and wants to come back to the Lord. There may even be some folk who have come to the conclusion that they are Aint’s and want to become Saints TODAY IS YOUR DAY. Don’t let the Devil steal from you any longer. 

Don’t worry about how other folk are going to look at you; they don’t have to answer to God for your choices. Choice is yours the opportunity is now. Tomorrow is not promised to any of us. Won’t you come; the doors of the church are open.                                                    SONG CHOIR!!!!!!!!!!
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