Text: 
Joshua 3:14-17 And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people; And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,) That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.
      Subject: 
CROSSING OVER
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover that just like the children of Israel crossed the Jordan River to get to the Promised Land, we too must crossover to get to the eternal life that God has promised us through His son Jesus Christ.
Introduction:
 We all are accustomed to crossing over. We crossover from one day to the next, we crossover form one week to the next, we crossover from one month to the next, we crossover form one season to the next and we are all on the verge of crossing over into a new year. So crossing over is something we do on a regular basis. Amen


If I want to go to Memphis, I have know choice but to cross over the bridge. Now I might be afraid of crossing over the bridge, but if I want to get to Memphis, I have to deal with my fears if I want to get to Memphis.


And many of us fear death because we do not understand what it is. For those that know the Lord, death is not the end; it is only the bridge we have to cross to get to the other side or to crossover from death to life.


And the word of God also teaches us that when we cross over we have to change and put off some things. The word of God says we put off mortality to put on immortality; we take off corruptible to put on incorruptible. 


And when we come into this world we must understand that we all have a suit that is corruptible. 

This fleshly suit that we wear is corruptible. How do we know this body is corruptible, because as we grow older we tend to slow down, sometimes we get tried, sometimes we get sick. Amen


And one day we all have an appointed time to change out of this corruptible suit into an incorruptible suit. This earthly Body has been fashioned for us to live in the earth. And when we crossover into the heavenly we must have a heavenly body to live in heaven.


It’s like when the seasons change, when we cross over from Summer to Fall our wardrobe changes. We put away the short sleeves and the shorts and we put on pants and long sleeves. (Can I get a witness?)


And we must understand that we all are here just for a season. The word of God refers to our life as a vapor. And a vapor appears then it disappears. Meaning one day we are here and the same day we are gone. This is why it is important to stay ready to crossover everyday. For we know that when we came into this world and we know not when we will leave.


And one thing I know is this: we all came into this world at different times and we all leave this world at different times.


SOMEBODY SAY: WE ALL HAVE TO CROSSOVER!

And I can’t leave you without letting you know that there are two ways to cross. If you don’t crossover, then you cross under. You see there is a place called Hell. You see we can’t have a heaven without a Hell. And if you have not accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior, then you are on your way to Crossing Under into Hell and not Crossing Over into Heaven. 

In John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
Amen, if you don’t know Jesus, you can’t crossover!

When we were in slavery some slaves got their freedom before all slaves were set free. And what happened was some slaves got on what was called the underground railroad and the underground railroad was a network of safe houses, wagons and boats, that got slaves from the South to the North, where all salves are free. So their freedom wasn’t secured until they crossed over from the South to the North.

And in order to get on the Underground Railroad you had to know somebody. Every slave did not get their freedom because they did not know the right person. And I said that to re-emphasize the importance of knowing Jesus Christ. We must know the man Christ Jesus to get out of the word of slavery and bondage to enter into the place of freedom.

John 14:2-3 Jesus says: In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion: I want to encourage the family with this scripture.


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.


Family I know your loved one has crossed over, and I will not tell you not to grieve, but the word of God says don’t grieve as others who have ho hope. When we confess a hope in Christ, we do not die we simply fall asleep. And when it is our time to crossover our loved ones who have crossed over before us will meet us there.


So we end with this: I might not crossover with you, but I will meet you there!

Family be encouraged in the Lord and this too will pass! God bless you and God be with you!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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