          Text: 
Matthew 20:1-16
      Subject: 
Envious Because God Is Generous
   Objective: 
In this text we will see how we sometimes get bent out off shape because of what God gives to others, and like the workers in this parable, who had worked all day we begin to focus more on what someone else has rather than what we have.

Introduction:
We all should be able to identify with this parable, because we all have looked at what someone else has, whether it be their possessions, their position or even their talents and began to wonder why do they have what they have with the lives they live. Our Sunday school lesson last week talked about how it sometime seems that the folk in the world have it better than we do.


Yet sometimes we forget that God said, I rain on the just as well as the unjust. When the farmer prays to God for rain on his crop, he does not have the authority or the right to tell God not to let His rain fall on the man’s field next to his. But just because it rains on the other farmers field does not mean it will benefit them as it did you. Sometimes the rain can hinder. When a crop reaches a certain stage it doesn’t matter whether it rains or not because the crop has already made. So this time of year when it rains, it keeps the farmer from harvesting his crops. And God has the right to let His rain fall where He wants. Like in this text it was the good man’s right to give his money out the way he chose. 


God also said that His ways are not man’s ways. And I am glad that god does not think the way we think. For if we are honest with ourselves, we know that none of us would pay a person a whole days pay for one hour of work. I don’t care if its our own folk, if you worked a half a day, you get a half a days pay. And if I give you a whole days pay, I’m going to have to get it back tomorrow. 


Now as we go into this parable, let us keep in our minds that this parable represents the kingdom of God or the church. For we are truly laborers sent into God’s vineyard. For God said in Luke 10:2 the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Amen

I.
Firstly, Let’s look at the agreement between the workers (Read v.1-7)!
For we note that the good householder, set the days wages with the first crew that he sent into the vineyard. Yet as he saw the others idle in the market place he did not set a wage with them he simply told them to go into the vineyard as well and he would pay them whatever was right. 

The scripture teaches us that the good man went out and done this every three hours. (Read v. 5-6a)! So we also discover that they worked twelve hour days. For we see that those whom he hired in the eleventh hour only worked for one hour. 

(Read v. 12)! 

So when we have an 8 hour a day job, we ought to praise the Lord. These worker worked 12 hours for a penny, and we make $5-$10-$20 dollars an hour and still are not satisfied.

Now these people that were idle in the market place, were folk that were just hanging around doing nothing. We all know some idle folk in the market place. We all were idle in the market place when God call us into the vineyard. When we were at the club, we were idle, when we were at the casinos and doing whatever dirt we done in God’s eyes we were idle. 

And many times we prejudge these folk who we say are idle to be lazy or dead beats. But like in this text some folk want a job, but won’t anyone hire them. 

(Read v. 6-7)! 

And once again the good man hires them and told them they would also be paid whatever is right. 

Now many of us would not take a job unless we know up front like this first crew what the pay would be. This let’s us know that this man in this parable must have been a good man, for no one questioned the man, when he said I will pay you what is right. They knew he was good for it. (Somebody say God is good for it)
II.
  Secondly, The pay was not fair but it was just. (He paid just want he wanted to pay) (Read v. 8-12)!
 God does not say he is fair, he said I am a just God, meaning he will do just what He said. Now the scripture says that when the evening had come, he told his steward to pay the workers. (3) Three things we want to bring out of these verses. 

(1) Firstly, as the good man told his steward to pay the workers, God will not pay us himself, but His son Jesus will pay those who labor in God’s vineyard. For Revelation 22:12 says And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 
When evening comes and Jesus returns we shall all be paid what is right. And everyone will receive his or her penny, which is eternal life.

(2) Secondly, that our life is but a day to God. Some of us have been called to do the work of the Lord at an early age, yet we know that some have been called later in the day or later in their lives to work in the vineyard. But regardless of what time of day it is in your life, we will still receive the same pay when the evening comes. There is still work for those who are in the eleventh hour of their lives. We sometimes say that old folk are useless, but God has shown us in this parable that they are useful as well. We further note that by them being paid daily we see that God is trying to get us to live one day at a time. (Mrs. Wilson – outreach song) We are so accustomed to getting paid once a week, every two weeks or twice a month. We work as if tomorrow is promised. But when Jesus comes back, somebody is going to have some hours worked that they will not get paid for. Some while have just gotten paid and won’t be able to do anything with it. (Can I get a witness?) For we not the day nor the hours…
(3) Thirdly, our eye is the avenue by which sin enters our minds. God said do not covet thy neighbor’s wife or anything that belongs to them. But in order to covet or want something we first have to see it. (I wish I could get you to see it the way I see it) In many ways the blind man is blessed, can’t want what you can’t see. If the first crew had not seen what he paid the others, then it would not have been a problem. This is why many companies have the policy of not telling others your pay scale. And this is a good policy for it keeps down confusion. I remember one time I found out how much money one of my co-workers made and I it bothered me. But now I realize it wasn’t my business how much they made, whether I thought they were worthy of it or not. What they got paid did not come out of my check. Now I did not want them to lower my co-workers wages, I wanted them to increase mine. I felt I should make more or just a much as them. And these workers in this text were murmuring because they really wanted more than a penny. If you are going to give them a penny for one hour, I want 12 pennies for my twelve hours. And no doubt some of the later workers had worked more that the early ones. I remember being at work and doing nothing for hours on end, but I still wanted my paycheck to be in full.
III.
Lastly, We must take what is rightly ours and be content. (Read v. 13-16)!
The good man answered those who were murmuring, and reminded them of their agreement.  And when we think about it, we agree to take a job we agree on a certain amount of money. And regardless of what anyone else makes, we have what is rightfully hours. 

Now understand that the penny was a very good wage for this day and time. But this first crew was simply ENVIOUS BECAUSE THE GOOD MAN WAS GENEROUS!  

But we so often fail to appreciate what God has given us and focus on what others have. And while we are looking at what they have, they are looking at what we have and we all are envious of each other. And we wonder why we can’t seem to get along. 

(Read v 14)!

We tend to focus more on what we don’t have than what we do have. The Penny that was given to the later workers in no way decreased the value of the penny that was give to the first workers. A penny is a penny is a penny.

(Read v. 15-16)!

The good man acknowledged his right to do with his a she pleased. Sometimes we as parents give our children money and we see them by one pair of shoes with what we gave them. But when we gave it to them it was theirs to do with as the chose. Now the next time we might do it differently, we might take the money to go and by them what we want them to have. Yet we acknowledge that it is our money to do with as we choose as well. Amen.

And verse 16 teaches us that we sometimes will be last even though we are first. Often times my father testifies to the fact that even though he entered the Black Farmers lawsuit first, he was one of the last to be paid the $50,000. In fact he still has not been paid in full. 

I am reminded of John and Peter, when they heard that Jesus’ body was not in the grave. The record has it that John ran swiftly and got there first. But it was Peter that entered in the grave first. Just because we get there first does not mean we will enter in first.
Conclusion: 
And as I close let us remember to be grateful for what we have as well as for what others have. And everyone will receive the wage that is due when the evening comes. Even sinners will be justly paid, for God said the wages of sin is death. 


For we all have been bought with a price, and when God gave his only Son Jesus Christ, what He paid for you He paid for me. We all are the same in the eyesight of God.


And let us not be ENVIOUS BECAUSE GOD IS GENEROUS!

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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