FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS

1 Peter 2:13-25

Read v.21 

We note that on all medicine they have on the label use only as described. Amen. Now if you use it otherwise you stand the risk of not getting well or getting worse, you’ll have some side effects. I remember having a terrible headache once and I couldn’t just take a couple of Tylenols and been thru with it. I had to take some ibuprofen and some aspirin. I my headache seem to have gotten worse. But when I looked at the label it said do not use with any other drugs. You see I simply did not follow instructions.

Most of us don’t like to use instructions and sometimes it seems our children are worse, Amen. You tell them to do something and they don’t pay attention long enough to hear how to do it. We adults do it to, someone tell us to do something a certain way and we going to do it our way, and most of the time we end up having to do all over again. Why, because we did not follow instructions.

I remember one Christmas my little girl had a dollhouse, which I had to put together. Know I pride myself on being pretty good when it comes to putting things together. So, I went to putting this doll house together, and I said to myself, I don’t need the instructions, I’ll just look at the picture on the box and put this little thing together. 

So I got almost done and something just wasn’t right. I had this one piece that I did not know where it went. So I looked and scratched my head a little bit, then something said look at the instructions. So I looked at the instructions and discovered that this piece should have went on first. So I had to start all over again to get the thing together right. I could have saved myself a lot of time if I had of just followed the instructions. Amen

And God has given all of us his word, which is our instructions, Amen, to live by, but often times we don’t follow the instructions and sometimes we stumble and fall. But its alright to stumble and fall, for God told us that there are going to be trials and tribulations, but what is more important is what we do after we fall, do we get up or do we just waddle in our troubles. Donnie McClurklin said in song, we fall down, but we get up. Amen

God has given us some instructions in the book of 1st Peter. So let’s see what God is telling us to do.

Verse 13 says submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake. Now a lot folk got this thing all wrong. You see its not about you and I, Amen its all about Him. When we come to church we ought to come for the Lord. When we sing we ought to sing for the Lord, it don’t matter whether you like the song or not, I’m not singing it for you.

Some folk sing a song and if they don’t get folk to stand up and clap, they feel they haven’t sung. Amen But if we just stop worrying about what other folk think and just give honor and praises unto the Lord. You see your mouth don’t have nothing to do with it. If we just do what we are going to do from the heart, because that which comes from the heart reaches the heart. Amen.

Let’s look at verse 15. Read

Now the scripture is telling us that if we just do right the fool has to be quiet. Now the word of God tells us that a fool is a nonbeliever in God. Now all probably know a fool or two. Some folk we call fools are not fools, they just do foolish things. We have folk who come to church every Sunday, they believe in God, yet they still do foolish things. 

The scripture is telling us that if you don’t do right the fool will run his mouth. Well sister, you suppose to have religion, but I saw you at the club or brother you suppose to be of God, but I saw you at sis. Sue’s house the other night.

You see the fools are watching, and a lot of times we are the only bible folk read. And if we just follow God’s instructions, the scripture says the fools have to be silent. You see when you get God on the inside your walk begins to change and your talk begins to change, folk stop talking and start thinking. Well they must have something, he don’t go over to sis. Sue’s any more; I haven’t seen her at the club in a while. (Somebody help me today) 

You see we can’t draw anybody, because we to party on Saturday night and come to church on Sunday morning, folk don’t want that kind of religion. Folk want to have religion, but they don’t want what you got. We fail to realize that we are representatives of Christ. And we just can’t live any kind of way; we are supposed to be the light of the world. But a lot of us that call our selves Christians are still in the dark.

Verse 17 says, Honor all men, you see we can’t have picks and chooses. We want to look down or up at certain folk. We seem to have a smile for folk who got something, but the poor folk don’t even get a look. We also cannot have malice against the wicked, why because there is some good in the worst of us, Amen, and there is some bad in the best of us.  Jesus set the example and said whosoever will let him come, Amen. That’s what I like about God he has no respect of person. In his eyes you are no better than me and I am no better than you.

It also says love the brotherhood, now he is talking about church folk. He is saying love one another. Now some of us be into it with our own members sometimes. Now if we can’t have love in the church, ain’t no way we going to have it in the world. I can’t stand so and so, I tell you you better start standing folk, for one day we all are gonna have to stand before God. And we are not going to be held accountable how folk treat us; we are going to be held accountable to how we treat other folk. Amen, Folk mistreated Jesus for no reason, yet he still loved them so.

Verse 17 also says; fear God and honor the king. But some of us got it backwards, we ant to honor God and fear the king. President Bush can’t do nothing to me my God don’t allow. (Can I get a witness)? Folk talking about the republican done took over. They gone take us down. But I put my trust in the Lord. God took care of me when the democrats were in control, and he is not going to stop because of an election. 

God said fear not he who can destroy the body, but fear he who can destroy both body and soul in hell.

BUT WE DON”T WANT TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS.

Our government changes, politicians come and go. But what I like about God is, he doesn’t change, he’s the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. You see sometimes we will even change, some days we don’t feel like doing nothing, and then some days we can’t be still. Yet God remains the same. Amen

Read verse 19 & 20.

You see we are going to have to suffer some things wrongfully, Amen you can be living right but trouble is coming. When I accepted my calling a preacher told me he said son trouble is coming, Satan is coming. The word of God says a man born of a woman is but a few days and full of trouble. We are going to have to endure some things. But God said this race is not given to the swift or the strong, but to he that endures to the end. Jesus told the disciples before he left, there are going to be trials and tribulations, but be ye not afraid for lo I am with you, even until the end of time.

There are a lot of folk who when times got bad turned away from God. I was watching a show one day and a man had lost his family in a car accident. And he said that he had lost his belief in God, because if God loved him he would not have taken his family from him. He said what kind of a God does this? But if he had been reading his instructions, he would know that the Lord God giveth and the Lord God taketh away. He would also have known that his family really wasn’t his. They belonged to God in the first place.

It also says take it patiently, but some of us don’t have any patience, we want God to fix it, we want God to touch right now. God said this is acceptable with God. Just hold out, a change is gonna come. Amen. Most folk don’t want to wait on God we get in a hurry and tend to lean to our own understanding, without seeing what thus saith the Lord. And often times we mess things up because we won’t wait on God. Then after we done messed it up, then we call on God. God is our last resort, but if we follow his instructions and go to him first, we wouldn’t have to suffer as long as we do.

God has told us that our bad times have something good in them, Amen, for he said all things work together for good to them that love the Lord and live according to his purpose. Not for everyone, but for those that have Jesus everything works together for the good. We might not see it now, but if we look back over our lives we can see where God took our bad times and taught us something that was good. Amen

Each trial and tribulation helps you get through the next one. You see we are going into a storm, in the midst of a storm or coming out of a storm. My father is a farmer and he keeps up with the weather. And watches it in particularly to see when the storm, or the rain is coming. Now when the storm comes and goes, he is not concerned where that storm is going, he has already began to look out for the next one. You see we can’t worry about the troubles we have already been through, we need to be preparing and looking out for the next one, because it’s coming.

Verse 21-23 says Read

You see Christ also had to suffer for you and I. The hymn says must Jesus bear the cross along and the whole world go free. We all have a cross to bear.

He also said follow his steps. He was mistreated but he didn’t mistreat anybody. He was talked about, but he didn’t get mad and talk back. You see when folk talk about you; you need to just be quite. You’ll find when folk don’t have nobody who talks back they tend to shut up. Amen

(Tell story of when you was ready to argue with Donita, and she didn’t.)

When folk mistreat you, Jesus said turn the other cheek. He said I will fight your battles if you just keep still. 

BUT WE WON’T FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS
But we just can’t keep still; soon as somebody do something to us or ours. Here we go, they don’t know me, they better leave my kids alone, I’m going to give them a piece of my mind. Always got to say something, always got to speak your mind. Some things are better left unsaid.

God also told us that the tongue is mightier than the sword. We cut folk up with our mouths. Verse 19 says Jesus did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. Some of us can praise God on Sunday and curse folk out on Monday. But the word says blessing and cursing ought not come out of the same mouth.

Man has tamed lions, tigers and bears, but can’t do nothing with his own tongue. (My Lord) One of the seven fruits of the spirit is self-control. Some of us use to have tempers, would fly about any little thing. But with the help of the Lord we can control it now. The temper is still there, but you have some self-control.

Look at verse 24 Read

Who his own self, that’s what I like about God he don’t need no help. God don’t need you or I to get something done. God doesn’t need us to come to church on Sunday. He said if man don’t praise him, he said the rocks will cry out.

Jesus bore our sins along, by his stripes we are healed; we have been washed in his blood. I remember studying the Old Testament and how the priest had to make the daily sacrifices, but they didn’t use their blood they used the blood of lambs. But Jesus that precious Lamb of God used his own blood to wash our sins away. 

They had a day of atonement when they would cleanse all the sins out of the sanctuary. But the priest also had no seats in the sanctuary, because their work was never done. When we clean our houses, we know that soon we are going to have to clean up again, ain’t that right, especially if you got some kids. We have to continually clean the house.

But when Jesus gave his sacrifice, the scripture says he sat down on the right hand of the father. The priest couldn’t sit down, but when Jesus gave the sacrifice God said it is finished. Jesus don’t have to come back and die on the cross again, the price has been paid in full. Your salvation is secure, can’t nobody take it from you, its there for everyone all you have to do is believe. (John 3:16)

Like verse 25 says we were sheep that had gone astray, but we have know been returned back to the shepherd. Jesus gave us back the right to the tree of life.

DEATH BURIAL and RESSURECTION!!!!

DOORS OF THE CHURCH ARE OPEN.
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