Follow Jesus and he will provide.(John 6:1-14)

We have here an account of Christ’s feeding five thousand men with five loaves and two fishes. It is the only passage of the actions of Christ’s life that is recorded by all (4) gospels.

We see here where a great multitude followed him because, they saw his miracles. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, while he went about his father’s business lived continually in a crowd. See Jesus was always followed by a crowd, now Jesus rarely had to himself. Now we like to have time to ourselves, to do the things we like to do. Maybe it’s reading, listening to music, playing on the computer or what ever it is you like to do alone. Sometimes we don’t particularly want to do something, we just don’t feel like being bothered.

But, Jesus was not concerned about himself; he was more concerned for the multitude. Now we as Christians are going to have to get to the point where we are more concerned for our brothers and sisters than we are ourselves. Because that’s how we serve Christ by serving others.  Amen.   See some of us are to busy trying to make heaven here on earth. But our time is coming to be with God and to have that glorious time. But we are to run this Christian race and fight the good fight until that time comes. Amen.

See Christ’s miracles drew many people to follow him. Now I know a lot of the people were just following him to see what he was going to do next. For we all love to see a good show. Now in the back of my mind I can see the local magicians, saying to themselves. I’m going to follow him to see if I can find out how he performed that trick. But what they failed to realize is that Jesus what not a magician, for magicians create an illusion, and Jesus is for real. (Somebody ought to say Amen)

We see here in verse 3 where Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. Now Jesus didn’t have a particular place to preach. Wherever there was a need and an ear to hear the taught. Now we have gotten where if we can’t be comfortable we are not bothered about praising God. In the past most churches didn’t have air conditioning, most churches didn’t have cushion pews, most churches didn’t have carpet on the floors. We are more comfortable now than we have ever been, and we still don’t want to give God the praises. As soon as we hear we are on at another church the first thing we want to know is do they have air conditioning. When it really shouldn’t matter. Amen.

(Read verse 5)  Christ showed himself to be pleased with their coming and concerned for their welfare, to teach us not to look down on those who are of low standing in society. We have gotten in the habit of treating folks who have much the best, but the people who don’t have anything we wish they would just keep on going. Here come so in so better hide this better put that up, I hope they don’t stop. Sometimes it’s our own folk. But that’s not right for Jesus said what you do to the least you do to me. Amen

Jesus directed himself to Philip who had been with him from the beginning, and had seen all his miracles, and particularly that of his turning water to wine. See those who have seen what God can do, and benefited from his works should not doubt the power of God. 

Now Philip was of Bethsaida, in the neighborhood of the place they were at. So therefore he was the on e most likely to help in feeding the multitude. To our young folk what I’m saying hear is this was Philip’s hood, he knew the area. For instance if I go to Chicago and I’m looking for something, I’m not going to ask Bro. Stanley, I’m going to ask somebody from Chicago who knows the area.

Now Christ asked whence shall we buy bread that these may eat? Now some folks would say that when Jesus had healed the sick and taught them he had did his part. Yet he is ready to do what is beyond the call of duty. Its that extra effort that makes us better Christians, It’s the visiting the sick and the shut in. It’s the calling those who are far from us, It’s the going when you don’t have to. It’s the helping when you don’t need to that makes us the good Christian.

Jesus’ question is where shall we buy that these may eat? See Jesus will buy to give, but we must labor to give. In Ephesians 4:28 is says (He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.) See church this thing is not about how much you can gain for yourself, Its about how much can you help some one else. If this world ever comes to realize this, we wouldn’t see any homeless people, we wouldn’t see the crime we have in our street, we wouldn’t see the children suffering in foreign lands. But the world is set up to condemn those who need the help and to help those who don’t need it.

All we need to do is Follow Jesus and he will provide.

The question that Jesus asked Philip was designed to test his faith. For Jesus he knew what he would do. We see a lot in the Bible where Jesus asks the question. But we knowing that that he knows all things, so therefore he must be asking to see what one will say.

Philip’s answer to this question is two hundred penny worth of bread is not sufficient. Neither will the country afford so much bread, nor can we afford to lay out so much money. Now remember this was Philip’s hood, and he knew the area. And what he is saying is there is not enough bread around to buy even if we had enough money. Now to us this is a hopeless situation, but Jesus already has a plan.

Now remember Philip was with Jesus when he turned water to wine. And here he is talking about trying to buy bread. See we are quick to forget what God has done. 

It was Andrew who brought Jesus’ attention to what they had to work with. It was five barley loaves and two small fish. This was not a very large meal to say the least.  

For I myself wouldn’t full on two little fish. But we will find out that God works with small things. The amount of bread was small, but the amount of fish was least than the bread.  Now black folks love some fish and bread, in fact I don’t want no fish without some light bread. And I definitely need more fish than bread. but we see here where there wasn’t enough for one surely not 5,000.

Well, Andrew was willing that the people should have this as far as it would go. Now what Andrew is doing is denying himself that someone else may be filled.  Now in this day in time folks are out for themselves. We got parents eating while their own children go hungry. We got people in the church, when the church is serving diner, they go prepare them a plate first not concern about the visitors. Wes should be focused on serving others.

(Read Verse 10)  Here we see Christ directing the disciples to seat the guest. Jesus was sending the message that everything was being prepared. We also see that Jesus was seating the table, for the scripture says there was much grass in the place. This grass was used as cushion so the multitude could be comfortable.

 Follow Jesus and he will provide.

(Read verse 11) He gave thanks. We ought to always give thanks to God for our food, for it is by his mercy that we have it. No matter how large or small, weather it’s a steak diner or a bag of chips we ought to be thankful. Amen

We see here where it was distributed from the hands of Christ by the hands of the disciples. All the things we have originally come from the hand of Jesus, someone else may bring them to us, but it all comes from God.

They did not all have a little bite; the scripture says they had as much as they wanted. (In the 12th verse) When they were filled Christ said gather up the leftovers, which was evidence that there must have been some eating going on. Now you see the multitude was not only served but they were also clean up after. Ain’t God good? 

He had the disciples to clean up so that nothing would be wasted. We waste food everyday we let food sit in the refrigerator, while we prepare something else. When there is someone who would love to have some leftovers. We say to ourselves, don’t nobody want some leftovers cause I don’t want them. But something leftover food taste better the next day than the day it was cooked.

The disciples filled (12 baskets of leftover food. (1) For each disciple. See they were paid with interest what they were so willing to give up to feed the multitude. This is the beauty of the story. After feeding 5000 people there was still an abundance of food.

Church I’m here to tell you God. Does not want his people on welfare, He wants us to fair well. In the 23rd number of Psalms, David didn’t say his cup was full he said my cup runneth over. What God wants to know is what are you going to do with what you don’t need. Are you going to help someone or are you just going to take care of yourself.

As I close today, let us remember the sacrifice Jesus gave that we would have this opportunity to be here today.

See Jesus was at the right hand of the Father, and he came down to earth that man would the right to the tree of life.

When they crucified him he paid the price for you and I, he gave his life that we may have life and that we may have it more abundantly.

And after he gave up the ghost, I read where they laid him in a borrowed tomb. You might say well bro. Preacher why did the King of Kings, Lord of Lords have to borrow a tomb.

Because he did not need one of his own. Why, because he wasn’t going to need it for very long. For on the 3rd day morning he rose. And he rose with all power in his hand.

That power is still in his hand today, He can provide for you just like he provided for the multitude. All you have to do is believe.

OPEN UP THE DOORS OF THE CHURCH

