Text: Exodus 13:17-22
Subject: Following The Crowd And Not The Cloud
Objective: In this text today we will look at how we sometimes follow the wrong things. We will also come to the conclusion that the only way to be led out of the wilderness is to follow God. And in following God he sometimes he makes us take the long way around versus taking the short cut.
Introduction: When the children of Israel were set free by Pharaoh, they were like our ancestors were when they were set free of slavery. They were free but lost; they had no place to call their own and no direction. But God being the God that he is will not set us free and leave us lost in the wilderness. He led the children of Israel out of bondage and he is still leading those who follow Him today. Yet sometimes we take our eyes of Jesus and begin to follow after foolishness. And when we do so we often time find ourselves lost in the wilderness of life. Why? because we have taken our eyes off the Cloud and placed them on the Crowd.
First,

I. We realize that we have the advantage when we follow God
A. God knows which route we need to take (Read v. 17)
God knew that the quickest route to the land of Canaan was not the best route for the children of Israel. And sometimes the short cut is not the best for us, we want to get there in a hurry, but when we do take the short cut we are not prepared when we get there. God knew they were not ready to fight the Philistines to take the Land. Just like us when we become born again we are not ready to fight Satan, we are not ready to witness to anyone. We can’t set anybody free we have just been set free ourselves. There is a preparation that has to take place.
They had just come out of bondage; they had just put down the tools of building for Egypt. They were not ready to pick swords and armor to fight. God had to prepare them like he had to prepare us. I don’t know about you Bro. Preacher, but I hadn’t always been able to give the people a word for the Lord. God had to take me through the wilderness, like the children of Israel I had to wander in the wilderness for some years and sometimes I took my eyes off the Cloud and followed the crowd. I’m doing alright now but it took me seven years as a preacher to get to where I am now. God led me through some places I did not feel I needed to be. I been in the crack house, I been to the clubs and the casinos. But God took me there not to stay, but to show me how to pull somebody else out.
B. God washes away our past so we can get to the future (Read v. 18)
God knew that the children of Israel needed to see their enemies destroyed. That’s why he took them through the red sea. Sometimes we can’t stop running from our enemies until we see they have been destroyed. You see when we are running from something we can’t follow God. To follow God you must give Him your undivided attention.
God still wants to destroy our enemies, but we have to follow him for him to do it. When he destroyed pharaoh and his army in the red sea, God was washing away there past so they could get to their future. A lot of us can’t get to the promised land that God has for us, because we are still in bondage. Yeah Pharaoh is still got some of us today. We are bound and caught up in all kind of mess. And we wonder why we can’t seem to get ahead, it’s because we are FOLLOWING THE CROWD AND NOT THE CLOUD. 
I’m so glad that God took me through the red sea, (Can I get a witness?) For Pharaoh and his army was after me. You see drugs, alcohol, fornication, lying, cheating, adultery are all pharaoh and his army. And even though they had to set me free, after a while, just like Pharaoh died, they changed their minds and came after me again. But God parted the red sea for me and I walked across dry land. And when I got on the other side, He allowed me to look back and see that my enemies had all been drowned in the red sea.

C. God had to unify the Children of Israel
God knew that they could not defeat the Philistines also because they did not dwell in unity. The fight a war you must have unity. That’s many of our families are being destroyed by the enemy, it’s because we do not have that family unity we once had. Satan divides us then he conquers us one by one. He knows better than us that there is strength in unity.
Our community will not move forward until we as a community come together in unity. We have churches that don’t fellowship with certain churches. We have preachers that don’t fellowship with certain preachers. We fall out with our friends and family members. And we blame it all on somebody else. We even try to blame it on Satan. The devil made me do it. We can’t fight the enemy because we are fighting amongst ourselves.
II. We must keep the Lord before us at all times (Read v. 21)
A. We need leadership in both good and bad times
God led them both day and night. Sometimes we tend to think we can handle it after God led us through the bad times. We get the big head when we get a little money I our pockets, been broke all your life now all of a sudden, you the best money manger there is. Folk have become millionaires over night and lost it all in no time, Why, because they STARTED FOLLOWING THE CROWD AND NOT THE CLOUD. When you leave God anything might happen. We need to follow God both night and day.
B. God wants us to continue to move.
 When we stay in a rut too long it’s hard to get out. When you a have smoked cigarettes for 20 years it’s harder to stop than if you just smokes for a few years. When we stop going to church its hard to come back, and the longer you stay away from the church the harder it becomes to go back. That’s why he gave them a pillar of fire by night so that they could continue to move foreword. Some are not going to make it to the promised land because the stopped FOLLOWING THE CLOUD AND STARTED FOLLOWING THE CROWD. Just like following God when you follow the crowd, when they move you have to move, whether you want to or not. Because if you don’t move when the crowd moves, you stand the risk of being run over by the crowd. Many folk have been taken out by the very folk they ran with.
III. We must realize that God will never leave us in the wilderness if we follow Him (Read v. 22)
A. The Holy Spirit is always with us now to lead us
Like God was always there for the children of Israel, the Holy Spirit is our guide to lead us out of the wilderness. That little something telling you not to turn left is the Holy Spirit. That thing we called our first mind that’s the Holy Spirit trying to lead us the right way.
B. We must keep our heads up to see the Cloud
We must look toward the hills from whence cometh our help for all of our help cometh from the Lord. We say that scripture all the time, we tell those who are in bereavement to look up. While we ourselves are looking down. We as Christians can’t lead anybody to Christ because we too are FOLLOWING THE CROWD AND NOT THE CLOUD. When we mop around with our heads hanging down, we are following the crowd. When folk talk about us and mistreat us and we get mad and want revenge, we are following the crowd and not the cloud. When we don’t ever have an encouraging word for anyone, we are more than likely following the crowd and not the cloud.

 But when we are prospering and can keep a smile on our faces, we are following the cloud. When folk mistreat us and we still can love them, we are following the cloud. When we can always hold our heads up when things are not going well with us, we are following the cloud. 
Sometimes I find myself meditating and my wife will look at me and ask me what I’m thinking about. I sometimes say nothing, and she says you must be thinking about something. But when I do that I’m just following the cloud. For I came to the conclusion that the crowd was going to destroy me. And I’m so glad God never removed the cloud, it was always with me all I had to do was start looking up.

Conclusion: And as I take my seat, let us remember that we must follow God to make it out of the wilderness to the promised land. And when it seems like it’s taking forever for you to get there, just know that God knows the best route for us to take. And He wants to prepare us the prosperity before we can receive prosperity. And remember we have it better than the children of Israel for they did not have a map to follow. But Jesus has paved the way for you and I, all we have to do is follow the path the Jesus has laid.
We thank god for his word. God bless 
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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