          Text: 
John 9:4
      Subject: 
Get Home By Dark
   Objective: 
In this text we will look at how important it is for us to accept Christ while we have the opportunity. We will also see how important it is that once we have accepted Christ that we work while it is day.

Introduction:
 I’m reminded of how our parents usually gave us a deadline to get home every evening. And that deadline was get home before dark. And we all knew the consequence of not getting home by dark, so therefore we kept our eye on the street light, because when the street light came on we needed to be at the house. This is what Jesus is telling us here in this verse, we must get to the house of God before dark. The old preachers use to say you ought to  accept Christ while the blood is running warm in our veins. When death comes to us it’s too late. As long as we have life we have time to get home.

I.
How do we get home by dark? (Read v. 5)!

In verse 5 we discover that Jesus is the light of the world. So in order for us to get home we need some light to direct our path. 

The reason we should get home by dark is so we can see our way. John 11:10 says But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. When I was in the world I found myself always stumbling and falling. And it did not matter whether it was night or day. I would mess up at noon day, just as much as I would mess up at night. I would fall before the sun went down, because I did not need the SUN to get home, but I needed the SON to get home. (I wish I had a witness?)  

Now I have made it to the house by dark, meaning I have gone through the door. We must go through the door to go in the house. And if you have not come in the door, then you are not at home. I remember getting a whooping because I was in the yard by dark, but I was not in the house. Momma said be in the house, that means I need to walk through the door by dark, not be in the yard by dark It’s a lot of folk that are going to miss heaven because they are in the yard, but they have not walked through the door. And if you don’t know, Jesus Christ is the door. In John 10:9 Jesus said I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. Jesus also said I am the way the truth and the life. Therefore the only way to get in the house by dark is to use the door, which is Jesus Christ. 

II.
Folk think they can sneak in the house in time (Read John 10:1)!  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
I remember having a curfew and when I would miss my curfew, I tried to sneak back in the house. I would cut the truck off up the road and coast to the house. I would tip toe to the door and ease the key in not to make any noise. But I found out that momma and daddy already knew I was late. And we as Christians must understand that we cannot fool God. My bible says God is not mocked, whatever a man sows that shall he also reap. There are consequences to our not getting to the house by dark.

What is the consequence of not getting home by dark?

God tells says in Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. The penalty for not getting home by dark is death, if your name is not written in the lambs book of life, then you have missed your curfew. And the only way to get your name in the book is by accepting Jesus Christ.

III.
 Once we get to the house there is still work to do (Read v. 4 again)! 
Jesus said he must work, now if Jesus had to work, then what makes us think we can sit down and go along for the ride. He said I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day:

(Somebody say get home by dark)

When we got to the house by dark as children, we had something to do. We had to take of them old smelly clothes we had been playing in all day and take a bath. And this is what we as Christian must do when we come in the house of God from and old sinful world. We have to take off those old sinful ways, we have to lay aside every weight that so easily beset us. We then have to bath ourselves in the blood of Jesus that we may be cleansed from all unrighteousness. Folk want to come in the house but they do not want to clean up. We want to accept the Son, but not the work that goes with Him. We want the blessing but not the obligation. We want to come in the house , but we don’t want to clean up. We still want our woman on the side, we still want our drugs and alcohol, we still want the casinos and clubhouse. We want to come in but we don’t want to lay down anything. 

We must come to the end of ourselves before we can begin working for the Lord. Paul said I die daily, he meant he had to deny what he wanted to do everyday, to do a work for the Lord. Jesus said in Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. In order for the inner man to live the outer man or the flesh must die, and if you are still doing the same old things you’ve always done then, you have not made it home and the sun is still going down. When you can’t move like you use to move, that’s assign the sun is going down. When you can’t see like you use to see, that’s a sign the sun is going down. And we need to get to the house.

Just because folk go to church doesn’t mean they have made it home. My bible teaches me that Satan goes to church too.
Conclusion: 
And as I close today, let us remember that the sun is going down and it’s time for us to get in the house before dark. There was a song that they use to sing when I was a little boy. The sang the storm clouds are rising let’s go home, they went on to say can you hear the thunder rolling, wonder can you see the lightning flashing. When I see war and destruction in the world today I hear the thunder rolling, when I see babies, killing babies, and famine and earthquakes in divers places, I see the lightning flashing. 

We need to come on in the house, the streetlights are about to come on and we need to be in the house by dark.

The only way in the house is through the door, and the door is Jesus Christ. When he suffered on the cross he was making the door, when he was laid in the tomb, he was still working on the door, but early one third day morning he rose from the grave and the door was finished, and we have to do is walk through the door. 

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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