 Giving God the Finger 

Romans 10:14-21
When God gave me this message, I was thinking and taking an inventory over my life. I was thinking back on all the times in my life when I was doing things that were contrary to the will of God. And it hit me every time I did something that I new in my heart was wrong. All I was doing was giving God the finger. Now when you do wrong and you don’t think you doing wrong, that’s different. Because God said if your conscience don’t convict you neither will I. but when you know and still do, you giving God the finger.
Now when I say giving the finger, I believe we all know what I mean. Amen.  But for those who may not know we talking about that middle finger. Know we know that there is a nasty word attached to that middle finger. Know some people feel that it’s better to give the finger than to say the word. But the word of God tells us that, so a man thinks then so is he. Amen, giving the finger is just as bad as saying the word.
I believe everybody hear has come in contact with the finger or the word at some time in their life. I believe we all agree that the finger is not a good thing. I been given the finger and I have given the finger, I’ve had folk in the other car give me the finger, and it’s not because they liked my driving. A lot of things have went down because of the finger.

Verse 14 & 15 asks 4 questions. 

How then shall they call on whom they have not believed? You see you have to believe in God before you can call on him. If we didn’t believe the doctor could help us, we wouldn’t even call and make an appointment.
And how shall they believe in whom they have not heard? We have to hear about God before we can believe. We have this thing called word of mouth. A lot of folk go to doctors that they have heard they were good doctors. Now they don’t know that he is a good doctor, but since they have heard they are going to try him.
And how shall they hear without a preacher? If somebody didn’t tell me about God, I never would have found out he was real. Someone had to tell me what I was suppose to believe and how I was suppose to live. 

There are a lot of folk today who think they don’t need the preacher. Amen. We got folk in the world and in the church living and dying in their sins because they won’t hear the preacher. 
A lot of folk don’t know what they have in a pastor. He is not just a man who comes to church every Sunday to preach a sermon. He is a counselor, a therapist, a psychiatrist all in one. We got folk who pay high dollar to talk to folk about their problems, when God has given you a man for free. But we don’t want anybody we know to know our problems. We want to keep things a secret. But that’s why so many folk still have the same problems because they don’t want anybody else to know about their situation. Now when we do that we cut of our healing, you see God works and talks through others for your sake.
And how can he preach except he be sent? We got folk who don’t hear certain preachers because we don’t believe they have been called. But I want you to know that that is God’s business. God said whom he calls he also justifies. You see I don’t need anybodies stamp of approval.
When you turn a death ear to the preacher, then whether you believe it or not you really turning a death ear to God. When you say to yourself he can’t tell me anything, your saying that God can’t tell me anything. (Can I get a witness?)

Verse 15 says that the preacher brings glad tidings of good things. I know sometimes the preacher has a word that pricks the heart, but its all for the good. For indeed the gospel is the best news that ever came from heaven to earth. The bible is full of news from heaven, but when God sent his son for your sins and mine, it topped all the other news that had come down from heaven.
Verse 16 says, But they have not all obeyed the gospel. The gospel has been given to us not only to be known and believed, but to be obeyed. Now most folk don’t have a problem believing, it’s the obeying that hangs so many of us up. 
I remember many of times doing something my parents had told me not to. Sometimes thing went wrong and sometimes they didn’t. Its like playing with fire, you keep playing with it you going to get burned. We as Christians we play with sin like its fire, we know we shouldn’t be doing it, but it hadn’t burnt us yet. But I’m a witness that if you keep giving God the finger, it will burn you.

Read verse 17

Although many folk who hear still don’t believe, every one who does believe first had to hear. But it says hearing by the word of God, not by the preacher’s word but by the word of God. You can’t hear one time and get it all; we have to continue to listen to God. 

Every time I hear the word of God, whether its from the preacher or the teacher, I gain strength. A lot of us are weak Christians because we don’t hear, we listen but when you hear, you take what you have heard and apply it to your life. When you hear what thus saith the lord and you continue to do the same things god has told you not to. You giving God the finger.

Verse 18 says have they not heard? And it immediately says Yes Verily. Amen we all have been taught what’s right and what’s wrong since we were knee high. Most of us were raised in the church, I had to got o church even if mother didn’t, so Amen we have heard the over and over what we should and should not do. Yet we continue to give God the finger.
Verse 19 ask another question, But I say, did not Israel know? Just like us Israel knew what was right and wrong. But we can see where time after time the children of Israel did what was contrary to God’s will. And we see time after time where they gave God the finger. And every time he sent a prophet to warn them and they would not hear, and there were some times when they would kill the prophets. And every time they gave God the finger, they felt his wrath. That ought to let us know that if we keep being disobedient, God will eventually have to punish us.
Sometimes God makes peoples sin their own punishment. For a man to be left in his own sins a terrible thing. You keep on committing adultery drinking, drugging, fornicating and see don’t your days be shortened, or you may even die with some disease which came from your sins.
Read verse 20 
The gentiles who were not seeking God and did not know of God received him while the Jews did not. God showed himself to the gentiles by sending the light of the gospel. I know the Bible says seek and ye shall find. But you don’t have to be looking for God for him to show himself. When Saul was on the road to Damascus, he was not seeking God, but yet he showed himself to Saul.
Read verse 21

Israel was disobedient and gainsaying, not just being disobedient, they also argued, contradicted and blasphemed against God. Once again they were giving God the finger. We have to learn that you can’t argue and contradict the word of God. You can’t add to it or take away from it. So many religions miss the mark because they use what they want and throe the rest away. Sometimes we disregard what condemns us and hold on to what lifts us up, but we have to take it all.
If we don’t take nothing from this message we need to keep in mind when we continue to do what is contrary to what we know is godly, we are giving God the finger. And just like it hurts your feelings, God has feelings as well, for my bible tells me that Jesus himself wept.
Jesus gave his life that we may have life…………

DEATH BURIAL and RESSURECTION!!!!

DOORS OF THE CHURCH ARE OPEN.
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