Go And Do Likewise

(Luke 10:25-37)
We see in this scripture a question was posed to Jesus by this lawyer to test him. The Lawyer stood up and asked him Master what shall I do to inherit eternal life?
Jesus was always willing to talk with anyone who had a question. For this was a very good question. What shall I do to inherit eternal life? But it lost its goodness when it was asked for the wrong reason. For it is not enough to ask, but we must have a sincere heart when we ask of God. We can do a good thing and what is in our hearts will make it bad.

Now Jesus knew the intentions of the lawyer, so he answered him what is written in the law. We have to remember that back in those days all they had to live by was the law. So Jesus turned his attention to the law (commandments). 

Read v. 26

He asked him what was his interpretation. You see Jesus knew he already knew the answer, so He made him answer his own question. (Somebody say don’t mess with Jesus)

Read v. 27 & 28

We must love GOD with all our hearts. Our love to him must be sincere and unconditional. We know what conditional love is but unconditional love is what we need to learn. Conditional love is when I love you on the condition that you love me back. I do this for you on the condition that you do something for me. But unconditional means I love you just because and there is nothing that can make me stop loving you. That takes a heart after God; this fleshly heart can’t love like that. We must love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Jesus said Do this and thou shall live.

When Jesus told the lawyer this, He realized that he had not done this and he really didn’t want to continue the conversation. 

Read v. 29

See the lawyer was willing to justify himself, but when he saw that Jesus had him he wanted to back out, but he couldn’t so he asked another question. We all have put our foot in our mouths before. We all have asked a question thinking we are in the clear then it backfires on us. And we ask another question to try to get ourselves out of that mess, but all we do is get ourselves deeper and deeper. Sometimes we need to just be quit.

So the lawyer decided he would pose another question. For you know we hate to be defeated. He asked who is our neighbor? He was sure that he was covered for he had been good to all who where his friends. Society will have us to think that our neighbors are the folk that are close to us or live near us. That’s why we call the area we live in neighborhoods.

Before we look at this parable let us keep in mind that the Jews didn’t consider the gentiles or the Samaritans their neighbors. We are familiar with racism, if anybody knows about racism it's us. You can live next to someone and they still will not consider you part of the neighborhood. They will label you as someone who lives beside them, not a neighbor. Folk will speak and smile just because they feel they have to, not because they want to. The Jews felt the commandments only referred to how to treat others Jews. But, Jesus had to set him straight once again. 

Read v. 30-32

Jesus spoke in a parable as he often did in his ministry. In the parable an honest man was traveling peaceably on his lawful business from Jerusalem to Jericho. This poor man fell upon thieves, (as we still often do). They not only took his clothes and money but they wounded him and left him for dead. But as we go further in the scripture we will see that his own people mistreated him. Not only were they his race but also they were also priest (men of the cloth, the preachers) who probably taught others what they should do in this same situation. Yet they passed him by. But not only did they pass him by, but also verse 32 says they passed him by on the other side. Do you know that folk will take the long way around just so they will not run into you? They saw him from a distance and went to the other side of the road. We have seen folk in the store and before they can see us we duck down another aisle. 

We are still passing folks up today. When we see people on the side of the road we passed them by and sometime we get on the other side of the road. We say to ourselves well someone is probably coming to help, but we don't bother to stop and ask. We’ll say well I really don't have time, but what if Jesus said I really don't have time to stop by and redeem man. We would be in trouble with no way out.

Read v. 33 - 34

Then along came a Samaritan, now the Samaritans where looked upon as the minorities. People of low standing in society. The Jews despised the Samaritans and had no dealings with them. When the Samaritan passed the man on the road he had compassion for him. But this was not an idle compassion.

Idle compassion is when you feel sorry for someone but you don't do anything to help them. We see the little children on TV that are starving and dying, we feel sorry for them but that’s all. We don't do anything. (Can I tell the truth)?

But the Samaritan not only had compassion but he did something as well. He attended to the mans wounds, bandage them with his own clothes, then he put the man on his animal as he walked to town. Now some of us have 2 or 3 cars and when some one asks us to run them to town we don’t want to do that.

The bible doesn’t say this but my spirit tells me that this Samaritan had some business to take care if but he put aside his agenda to do the work of the Lord. And we as Christians sometimes must lay down what we are personally doing to let the Lord us. For we serve God by serving others, and if you are not serving anybody then guess what? You are not serving God.

Read v. 35

The Samaritan took him to the hospital made sure he was taken care of, paid his bill and told them anything the man needed he would pay for it on his return. But remember this was a complete stranger to the Samaritan. He did not even know this man. Some of us won't even do half as much for our on kinfolk.

We think that our neighbors are the folk that live close to us. But Jesus teaches us that it is everyone that is in need of our help.

In those days they live by the law. And when you were found guilty of breaking the law they stoned people. We remember the adulterous woman that was brought to Jesus tom be stoned. And you know we are still stoning people today. We stone people today by gossiping and talking about folk. Can I tell the truth today? We’ve gotten to the place now where we can't wait to tell something bad that we here about someone else. But when it comes to us or someone in our family who has done something wrong, we want to keep that one the hush hush (on the Down low).

If I step on your toes don't get made at me. You need to move your foot.

We want to mistreat folks but we don't want to be mistreated. We want to talk about folks but we don't want to be talked about. 

Another place where we go wrong is REVENGE. We always want to get back at someone when we think they have wronged us. But Vengeance is mine said the LORD. The first thing people want to say is (Well the bible says an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth). But Dr. Martin Luther King once said if we lived by the law of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. We all would eventually be blind and toothless. Amen

WE teach our children revenge too. We send them to school and we tell them (now baby don't you start nothing but if somebody hit you.)  (MY LORD). A child is like a piece of clay, and it's up to us to mold that child into what it should be. When a child goes astray it's not that child that has failed. It is the adults who have failed that child.

Read v. 36-37

GO AND DO LIKEWISE

Those are powerful words. These words ended the conversation. The man could not ask anymore of Jesus. When it comes to the word of God this is the resounding message that comes ever so often in the bible, GO AND DO LIKEWISE.

Jesus was that Good Samaritan for us. For Satan had robbed us of our righteousness, and beat us with sin and left us for on the side of the road for dead. But my Jesus came along and saw us on the side of the road. And we cleaned our wounds with his love. He carried us when he carried the cross. He paid the hospital bill when they crucified him. And just like the good Samaritan Jesus came back to pay the balance. He didn’t have to set up an installment plan. When he rose out of the grave He paid the price in full. And that debt is still paid in full today. All we have to do is accept Jesus as our personal savior. Your Salvation is free, but it is not cheap. We were bought with a high price.

Conclusion: As I leave you today, Let us remember to be mindful how we treat one another for when we mistreat one another we are also mistreating Jesus. For Jesus said what you do to the least, you do to me. 

And all we as Christians really need to remember is to be like Christ, and remember what Jesus told this man. GO AND DO LIKEWSIE.

INVITATION
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