          Text: 
Luke 15:11-18
      Subject: 
God’s Return Policy
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at the return policy for anyone whom desires to return to the Lord. God has set forth conditions upon our return.

Introduction:
 Many of us have returned items to the store for a refund or an exchange. Sometime we have purchased the wrong thing. Sometimes the item does not fit or work. Sometimes we may have spent too much money and need to get some back. But whatever the reason for our returning the goods, we had to meet the store’s return policy. And if you do not meet the store’s return policy criteria, then you end up taking back that which you brought. Most stores require you have the receipt; some don’t even have a return policy. Their policy is you’ve bought it now it’s yours. I am so glad that God has a return policy, for if He did not, we all would be lost.

I.
Let’s look at what started the prodigal sons return (Read v. 13-14)!
The bible says he wasted his substance with riotous living. Amen we all have wasted what God has given us. I know I did. I wasted those good paying jobs with drugs, cigarettes and alcohol. Then the bible says when he had spent all, a mighty famine came into the land. My mind goes back to when I lost my last job. In 10 years I had never had problem finding a job. In fact usually I went from one job to the other always moving up in pay as well. My career had afforded me a luxury and confidence that had me lifted in pride. I never really cared about any particular job or employer, because I always knew I could get another job just like that, and I could. But this caused me to mistreat employers and take for granted that it was my credentials and not God. But when I lost my last job, God showed me it wasn’t about my credentials. I could not find a job, because God had allowed a famine to come in the land. My resume wasn’t working anymore. My years of experience weren’t any good because there was a famine in the land. I could have moved to another state and found work but not in this area. Why? Because in my area of expertise, God had caused a famine in the land. Why, because he wanted me to return to Him. We are talking about God’s Return Policy.

We must come to the understanding that our degrees and years of experience is not what got us in the positions we are in. Many of us have positions that by the worlds standards we are not even qualified for. That’s called God’s favor.

II.
Let’s look at what made him realize it was time to return home? (Read v. 15-17)!
The prodigal son had a hog pen experience. When he was broke he still had a little pride about himself. When he had a couple of friends he was still all right. Usually its not any particular situation that makes us return to God. It’s the domino effect of situations. This is what happened to the prodigal son. First he became broke, then the famine set in, then his friends left him. And finally he found himself in the hog pen, hungry.

The hog pen was the last straw. (Read v. 17) I had to have a hog pen experience to come to myself. When I lost my job that was alright because I told my self I needed a little time off anyhow. Plus I was getting an unemployment check. But when the checks ran out the famine set in, then I began to loose the things in my home, until I found myself out in the hog pen hungry. 

And many of us will not return to God until He takes some things from us. When I pray that God will remove anything that is hindering you. I mean whatever, if it’s money, jobs, or folk. I pray that it will be removed so you can return to God. So when you look up and find that you don’t have the stuff you use to have and the folk that use to be with you are no longer. Know that someone is praying for you. It was stuff that had to be removed before the prodigal son could humble himself and return home.

III.
  How did the prodigal son meet the return policy? (Read v. 18)!
The first criteria is to humble ourselves. Jesus said we must come as a little child. Then we must repent, the prodigal son said I will say unto him, father I have sinned against heaven and before thee. Our problem is we do not want to confess our sins. We cannot repent with out confessing our sins to God. To repent means to turn form and turn to. Many of us turn form one sin to another, because we do not turn to God. And if you are still doing what you have always done, then you have not repented. And if you have not repented then how can God forgive you? He can’t, God said if we repent of our sins, then He is faithful and just to forgive us. But we must first repent.

God’s Return Policy

Folk think they can sneak back in the church, we think we can ease our way back into God’s favor. They come back to church and take the back seat, then after a while they move up a pew, and they keep moving until they are at the front. But until you come to God right, you have not returned. Does is not mocked and He does not accept anything. God said if you bring and offering and you have a fault with your brother, God said lay down your offering and go to your brother and reconcile, then return to the alter with your offering. And God made me to the same thing, He made me write letters to all my previous employers that I had wronged and apologize. Before I could move on into His favor.

We don’t want to humble ourselves anymore and come to the alter of God and repent before the assembly. When we take our items back to the store, we can’t take them back to the cash register. We have to take them to customer service. God’s alter is customer service, when we open the doors of the church as we are saying is customer service is now open. We must line up with God’s return policy in order to be restored back to God’s favor. 

We all have God’s love, but only those that do His will have His favor.

Conclusion: 
As I close today let us remember the prodigal son. And if lost of money doesn’t break us, then the famine will and if the famine doesn’t break us then the hog pen is coming. God return policy is that we humble ourselves; we confess our sins and repent. There are no exceptions to this policy. If you have accepted Jesus as you personal saviour and you are in a backslidden state, then this is how you must return to God. However if you have never accepted Jesus a s your personal saviour then in order to return to God you must accept His son. For Jesus was sent to return man unto God. Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life. No man comes or returns to the father but by me. This is God’s Return Policy.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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