Text: 
John 1:6-7 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 

      Subject: 
God’s Witness Protection Program
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters today we will talk about how when we give our lives to Christ we are included in God’s witness protection program. We will also talk about the benefits of being in this arc of safety and the dangers of leaving God’s witness protection program. Then we will come to the conclusion that God does not need a lawyer, but he needs a witness of Hid goodness and mercy shown through His son Jesus Christ.
Introduction:
Many of us has at some time seen a movie, documentary or television show where the police have found a witness to a crime and protected them by putting them in what is called a “Witness Protection Program”. And what happens in this program is the person that is a witness to the crime is protected by the law until they are able to testify in a court of law, which in turn will help convict the person or persons, accused of committing the crime.


One thing we must understand is that when we are born into this word we are born into what we will refer to as the crime family. We are born into sin; therefore we are in Satan’s family. Amen


Now I have discovered that once you are in a crime family or a gang, the only way out is death. And when the police catch a member of the crime family, they confess to their crimes and agree to cooperate, now the police can forgive them and protect them.


We must understand that God cannot forgive us our sins until we confess our sins. And He can’t protect us until we have accepted Jesus Christ and agree to be a witness and testify on His behalf.


Now when the criminal is converted, now the police can reduce the criminal’s punishment. When they should have been locked up now they will be set free, when they should have been executed, now they can live.

One thing I know that before we accepted Jesus, we all were criminals. But when we should have been locked up and beaten, Christ paid the price for us, when we should have been crucified on the cross Christ died for us and created the witness protection program so we can be safe and covered in the blood of Jesus!


God’s Witness Protection Program


Even though the criminal has confessed their crimes. There is still a price they have to pay. (Nothing is free). Must Jesus bear the cross alone and the world go free?


Somebody say I have something to do! What the criminal has to do now is testify against the crime family. In order to be in the Witness Protection Program, you must agree to be a witness and testify. The word of God teaches us that we are saved by the words of our testimony.


Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

If you have not confessed the Lord Jesus with your mouth, then you cannot enter the Witness Protection Program!


You see when the Mob finds out that someone is about to testify against them, they put a hit out on their life. You see when we give our life to Christ, Satan puts a hit out on us. This is why we need God’s protection, because if Satan can kill you before you testify against him, then you can’t tell a dying world about the saving love of Jesus Christ.


And believe me Satan will kill you: John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.


Satan wants to kill us but God wants to save us!


God’s Witness Protection Program
Another stipulation in the Witness protection program is: The criminal has to agree to stop living a life of crime or sin. The things they use to do, they can’t do anymore, the places they use to go, they can’t go anymore, and the friends they use to have they can’t have anymore. (Does this sound familiar?) The witness protection program even gives the criminal a new identity and a new life.
You see when we give our lives to Christ, God says in: 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Has anybody got your new identity in Christ, has anyone stopped doing the things they used to do, has anyone stopped going to places they used to go? It’s all because we have confessed a hope in Jesus Christ and been placed in:

God’s Witness Protection Program

Now in order for the criminal to stay protected they must follow the guidelines of the Witness Protection Program. There are some that got out of the witness protection program and went back to their old lives, and some paid their lives, because there was still a hit out on them. 

For those of us in God’s Witness Protection Program, there is what is called the arc of safety. And the arc of safety is the guidelines that God has set forth for us to live by. These guidelines are found in God’s word, as long as we live by God’s word, we are protected from the adversary. Now in order to receive God’s protection we must stay in the center of His will for our life. And the moment we step out of that arc of safety, now the adversary who is still seeking our life, can find us and get to us.

In Psalms 17:8 David says: Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,

Psalms 27:5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.

I am so glad that I confessed my sins, accepted Jesus as Lord of my life and entered God’s Witness Protection Program! Now my enemies can’t harm me, this is why I am able to smile when people persecute me, because I am in the arc of safety and if God be for you who can be against me?

Text:   

John 1:6-7 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

Our text today tells us of a man named John, who was called to be a witness. And John was sent to bear witness to the one coming and that one that was coming was our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Now we too have been sent into the world to bear witness to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, but our testimony is a little different than John’s testimony.

Johns testified that Jesus is coming; our testimony is that He came, hung, bled and died on a cross that we might be free. God raised him from the dead on the third day and He is coming back again!
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, we must examine ourselves and see which family we are in. And if we have not accepted Jesus as our personal savior then we are still in the crime family and need to repent.


And, once we have confessed our sins to the Lord, we still must agree to testify to the goodness of God and vow to live a life of Holiness and righteousness.


And finally God does not need a Lawyer; Jesus our Lawyer God needs a witness! 


Will you be a witness for Jesus, will you testify against Stan and his Family.


I plea with you to enter:


God’s Witness Protection Program

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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