          Text: 
Genesis 2:7
      Subject: 
Going From Clay To A Vessel
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at how everything that is created goes through a process. Even God with his infinite power created the earth in a process. So we too as Christians have must go through a process from clay to a vessel, before God can use us.

Introduction:
In the beginning when God created the earth and all therein. He created it in steps. The 1st day He divided the Light from the darkness. The 2nd day He divided the vapor from the waters. The 3rd day He separated the Land from the sea and plants sprang forth. The 4th day He hung the sun, stars and the moon. The 5th day God made the animals, the fish of the sea, birds of the air and the beats of the land. The 6th day God created man and on the 7th day we know that God rested.

What I want you to see is that there is always process to create something. God being God could have created everything at one time, but even in the beginning God wanted to teach us about processes and steps. God made the sea before He made the fish. A farmer does not plant the field first, he has to first till the ground, and then the farmer plants the seeds.

We all have our own processes for getting ready to start each day. Ladies have their own process and procedures for putting on their makeup, for example they may put on the eyeliner before the mascara.

A lot of times we want to get from A to B in a hurry and sometimes God will allow us to skip some steps. You see everyone does not have to go through the 12-step program to get off drugs and alcohol. Then there are times when God wants us to go through the all the motions.

But we must be willing to be patient with God and let Him make and mold us as He sees fit. We must understand our relationship with God. He is the potter and we are the clay. And the clay does not tell the Potter what to do. Amen parents.

I.
1st Step (CLAY) (Read verse 7a)
The first step in pottery is to get the clay. Now without the dust and the water, we could not have clay. Hence God made the water and the dust before He created man, remember there is a process. Those of us who have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal and as the scriptures say are born again. We become a new lump of clay, unlike the first piece of clay, which is the flesh; this lump of clay is spirit. And just like there was a process in creating the old man, there is also a process to creating the new man. (Somebody say I’m still in the process) Amen God is still working on some of us, and he has also finished some of us and has begun to use us. Remember there is a process; God can’t use the vessel until it is complete.

II.
2ND Step (MAKE & MOLD) (Read verse 7a Again)
Once the potter has the clay the next step he takes is to begin to form the clay. He shapes, makes and molds the clay into what he wants it to be. Be it a cup, a platter or a pot. God forms us to be used according to His purpose. He does not ask us what we ant to be, He let’s us know what we are. Our problem is God created us to be a bowl, but we want to operate as a pot. 

Anyone who knows anything about pottery knows that one must keep the clay moist with water to form the pottery. When clay is hard and lumpy, it is hard to mold. This is why the water is very important to keep the clay moist and moldable. Remember the process, God made the water first then the dust. The Bible tells us we need the rain as well as the sunshine. God wants you to know that when the storms of life come, when trials and tribulations come, when problems and dire circumstances come, He is just keeping you moist, so that He can continue to mold you. (Somebody say Thank God for my problems)  Our trials and tribulations keep us moist for the molding.

Now to mold the vessel the potter must put his hands on the clay. This is why the Bibles teaches us that when we spare the rod, we spoil the child. There must be some hands on attention to the clay. You can tell a child that has had some hands laid on them. And we as parents must realize that our children are the clay and God has put us in authority to be the potter. It is up to us to shape, make and mold them into what God wants them to be. 

The potter also has to have a gentle touch to mold the vessel, too much pressure and the vessel does not come out right, it comes out distorted and shaped funny. I imagine a lot of men say Amen when you say you have to lay hands on the clay to mold it. Some men say well she doesn’t do what I say until I go upside her head. (Can I tell the truth?) It takes gentleness not abuse, (Amen Ladies) this is why a lot of homes are broken today, because the man is destroying instead of molding. We are also mistaking finished vessels for clay. We as men mistake women for children, we are suppose to whoop our children, but we are suppose to be gentle and understanding with our wives. When we as men lay hands on the clay we fashion it, but when we lay hands on the finished vessel we stand the risk of cracking them. Our women are like expensive vases, they are too precious to crack. A lot of our women can’t hold anything, because the men have cracked them. (Somebody ought to be able to say Amen to that?)
III.
  3rd and final Step (Fill the Vessel and Use it) (Read verse 7b)
After God had fashioned man out of the clay, He then was able to put something in Him to make Him useful. When He breathed into man’s nostrils, the Bible says He became a living soul. The key point is once again the process. Before God could fill man with His breath He had to first complete the vessel. And before He could give man the garden, He had to give him life.

After the potter has finished molding the vessel the process is still not finished. He then places the molded clay into a kiln or a furnace to cure the vessel. Now what the heat does is make the vessel hard so when it is filled with whatever it is made for it will hold it. When we go through the fire of life, God is just curing us. When your boss is breathing down your neck, God is just hardening you for the task that are ahead. When you are in the hot seat, you are being cured. I believe the 3 Hebrew boys will witness that its good to go in the furnace, but when you come out then you can shout. Oh it was some shouting going on around the fiery furnace, and the shouting started on the inside, you don’t need to wait until you come out, praise God while you are in the fire.

Before God can use us as Christians, He has to first form us, and after he has transformed us from a lump of clay to a vessel. He then fills us with His Holy Spirit, so he can use us to pour out the gospel of Jesus Christ on others. It was a long time before I got off the molding table, but thank God I am now a finished vessel. We will not become perfect vessels until Jesus returns, but we can become finished vessels for God’s use on this earth. And He is using me to pour out his word on His people. It took me 8 years as a preacher to get to where I am now. And as I look back over my process, I must give God the glory for making and molding me into what I am, for I know I was a pretty tough piece of clay to work with.

Conclusion: 
And as I close today, let us remember that there is a process to making everything and there is a process to making us into Christians, which mean we are vessels of God. And let us ask ourselves a question, Am I still in the molding process or am I a finished vessel.? And If I am still being molded am I cooperating with the Potter? And if you come to the conclusion that you are a finished vessel, then the question becomes am I allowing myself to be used for the purpose in which I was fashioned?

WE THANK GOD FOR HIS WORD TODAY AND I THANK GOD FOR YOU BLESSING ME WITH YOUR ATTENTION.

INVITATION: 

(Open with accepting Jesus as the first step to being molded into a vessel.)

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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