          Text: 
Matthew 28:18-20
      Subject: 
Home and Foreign Mission
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at the commission that Jesus gave the disciples. We will also see that this is the same commission that we have today.

Introduction:
 For anyone to carry out a mission, they must first understand what needs to be done. This why Jesus told the disciples in verse 20 to teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. A lot of folk have the tendency to get in a hurry to be a missionary, before they even understand what the mission is. Everyone who calls themselves a missionary is not so. The disciples were not missionaries until Jesus taught them what the mission was. And Jesus did not just tell us what to do; He also showed us how to do. Jesus is the example for any missionary and if I can’t see a similarity to Jesus in your mission, then my bible teaches me that you have a mission, but it’s not of God.

I.
Let’s first talk about “Mission” 

For if we do not truly understand the mission then the Home or Foreign doesn’t matter. The definition of mission is the action or act of sending, a sending or being sent to perform some function or service. As Christians we all have been sent. God said how can a preacher preach except he be sent. 

We must understand that having a mission is no big deal. Just because the church has a mission department, that doesn’t mean they have a mission. Organizations have eloquently developed mission statements. But if we really have a mission, we don not have to write it down on paper. Somebody ought to be able to see our mission by what we do. You see everybody can’t read. Everybody has a mission my bible teaches me that even Satan has a mission. For he comes to steal, kill and destroy. That’s his mission. 

When I was in the world, on Fridays I had a mission. My mission was to cash my check, get me something to drink and smoke, get my clothes out the cleaners, and go out to the club and party. And there was nothing that was going to stop my mission. I am not by myself we all had a mission on the other side. But when we give our lives to God, we take on a new mission. But so often when we come into the church, we loose the enthusiasm we had in the world. We are enthusiastic about our missions in the world, but when we come to the house of God, we want to take a pew and watch everybody else work the mission.

When I had a mission to get high, I did not have problem asking folk for money, now that I have a mission from God, I find myself being tentative when it comes to asking for a donation for my church. (I just have to tell the truth even if it’s about me) I ought to use the same craftiness and enthusiasm for God that I used for myself. 

Let us be clear that the mission is for us to win souls to Christ. Any other mission in the church is not of God. We design programs to raise money, and that’s fine, but if the ultimate goal for the money is not to wins souls to Christ, then you are not keeping the great commission.

II.
Now let’s look at the word “Home” 

If we do not understand what home is then foreign doesn’t matter much. The first definition of home is, a village or town: the place of ones dwelling and nurturing, with its associations. This association should be considered all of our home. And if we can’t take care of home, how can you love and take care of something foreign. We have preachers in this area that are sold out when it comes to foreign folk, but could care less about home. They go off and do revivals and ministry everywhere except home. The bibles says that love or charity starts at home and spreads a broad and so does our mission. I had to get an understanding that my home was much larger than the house I live in. It is even larger that any of our particular neighborhoods. 

We have members in our churches that don’t want to do anything at home. They don’t want to sing in the choir they don’t want to usher; they don’t want to be on any program. But soon as you load up to go to take a trip to Little Rock. They are the first ones on the bus. But they could care less about home.

John 1:11 says He went unto His own and His own received Him not. The focus is not that He went home, for we all come home every now and then, But He set the example by going unto His own first. Jesus even instructed the disciples to preach the gospel unto the Jews first, then unto the gentiles.

When folk do a background check, they don’t go to where you lived last, the first place they start checking is at home. And if you have not done right by your home, then that means you are not going to do anything right for them.

The bible talks about them that do not take care of home in 1 Timothy 5:8   But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. God said that. Now that we understand the mission and we understand the importance of taking care of home…

III.
  Lets look at the word “Foreign”

The word foreign means, out of doors, on the outside or not your own. It is real easy for us to help those who are ours. It is easy for us to love those whom love us. But it takes discipline to do something for those whom we are not familiar with. Luke 6:32  For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. There is no reward in loving those who love us. The reward is in loving our enemies and those who are in a foreign land. 

Foreign does not mean you have to go to Africa or some other far country. Where ever you have not been is foreign land.  I have never been to New York, so if I do some ministry that reaches New York, then that qualifies as foreign mission. I am helping an area that I am not familiar with.

God said in 1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; Peter said we are as strangers and pilgrims. We even sings a song that says “this world is not my home I am just a stranger passing by” So God told me to tell you not to get caught up in whether your mission is Home or Foreign. For if you have been born again, then the whole world is foreign.  That’s why we don’t know the latest dances anymore. That ‘s why we are not up on the latest slang. We the world is now foreign to us.

God just wants us to focus on one word and that is the Mission. If we stay focused on winning souls for Christ, it doesn’t matter where we are. It shouldn’t matter where I am preaching or whom I am preaching to, so long as I am preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. It shouldn’t matter where the choir is singing, so long as they are singing for the Lord. 
Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us first remember that the mission is to win souls to Christ, and whether it be home or foreign mission, know that God must receive all the honor, glory and the praise for whatever we do in the name of Jesus.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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