Text: 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
      Subject: 
How To Identify LOVE
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters we will use the scripture to get an understanding of how to truly identify love. We look at three identifications of love, the first being identifying love in oneself, secondly identify love in someone else and thirdly identifying the love of God. We will also come to the conclusion that many of us are looking for love in all the wrong places.


And love is so important that it is appears in the bible over 300 times. Even Jesus let’s us know that the greatest of the commandments is love. And he backs it up when he told the disciples in John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.
Introduction:
 I have become convinced that many folk can’t find love simply because they do not know what love looks like. When I was a child in school if the teacher had not showed me what the color blue looked like I might have mistaken it for red. Amen


What I want us to see is that we must be taught what love is before we can identify it. We have a lot of young men and women, who are looking for love without really knowing what they are looking for. Why, because ewe the church are not being an example of love for them to pattern.

And when they find someone that likes them they automatically think that it’s love. Why, because they simply don’t know any better. We are letting the world teach them what love is, and the word of God teaches me that the world has no love.


But how many know that there are a lot of folk that like us, but few that love us. And believe me sometimes we can be deceived into thinking someone loves us, when in reality they only liked what we had to offer.

Our young women are perishing to the likes of those who shower them with gifts to only in return to get a gift from them. Just because someone buys you a gift or takes you out on date does not mean they love you.

I imagine many of us have bought someone a gift that we did not necessarily love. I remember once we pulled names at my job and I pulled this persons named I did not necessarily care for, but because I pulled the name I had to buy them a gift. Amen

How To Identify LOVE
           Text:   

First let us talk about identifying love with in ourselves. Why? because if we can’t first identify love within ourselves how can we identify love within someone else. Furthermore; how can you love someone else unless you first love yourself?

We have a lot of folk that can say I love you at the drop of a hat, but how many know you can speak love and not mean it, but you can’t be love and not speak it.

What I am saying is love is not identified by what you say, but it is identified by what you do. If you never have a kind word to say about anyone except yourself, then where is the love? If you never want to do anything for anyone else, then where is the love? If you are only concerned about your well being and not the welfare of your neighbor then, where is the love?

We are talking about identifying love in oneself now, and believe me if you have love in your heart you will put others before yourself. A husband that loves his wife will put off getting what he wants get his wife what she wants. A mother that loves her child will go hungry so her child will have something to eat. A child will share their toys they have with a friend so they both will have some fun.

Philippians 2:1-4 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.

This let’s us know that just like Jesus thought more of us than he did himself we ought to do the same thing and see to the needs of others over our own needs. And I assure you if you look out for your others, God will place it in the hearts of others to look out for you. Amen

Now let’s look at identifying love in others. For this is very important to our survival as Christians in this world. 

Our key text John 3:16 says For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Key word here is gave, if folk in your life are always taking and never giving. You have to question is love there, why? Because I don’t care how poor you say you are, everybody at some point in his or her life has something to give. We must beware of people who always have their hands out every time they come around. 

And love is reciprocal meaning it comes back. If you seem to be the only one in the relationship that is showing love and the love is not being returned, then we have to question is there any love there. I know my wife loves me because she shows me, and she knows I love her because I in return show that love back to her. Amen

And love is not identified in others by their words or necessarily their deeds. Paul says in 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

What Paul was telling us the church is, it’s not what we do, but it’s our motive behind what we do. We may speak eloquently and some of us are great orators of the bible, but if we do not have love for the people we are speaking to its all vanity.

1 Corinthians 13:4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

Love suffers long, people who leave you at the first sign of trouble, have no love. Love suffers with you in your times of trouble and despair. I know my wife loves me because she suffered long with me the years I was addicted to drugs and really deserved to be left. But it was the love she had in her heart that suffered through with me in my time on trials and tribulation. 

Verse 4 goes on to say “and is kind”. 

Jeremiah 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

It is with love and kindness that we draw others to Christ.

Love is what identifies us as children of God. And believe me people are looking for love in the church, because the word of God said that’s where love is in the church.

When Jesus was sending the apostles out to all the world, He told them to take neither script nor purse. Meaning don’t take any luggage, no extra clothes don’t even worry about money. Jesus explained to them that these things would be supplied people that are where they are going.

Now I wasn’t there, but I believe the disciples asked Jesus, well how will we identify these people. And Jesus let’s them know that they won’t have to identify them, they will identify you. Then I imagine another question was asked, well how will they identify us?

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

Make no mistake about it church, we are identified by the love we have one to another. And if we are backbiting against one another, lying and gossiping, preachers against deacons, choir members fighting, ushers frowning, then where is the love of God.

One thing we must understand as the church is that, when people come in the church for the first time, they are not coming to hear a word, or for prayer, they are coming for love. And when they see that there is no love in the church, they end up back out into the world, and it is we the church that has failed to be an example of Godly love to those who are lost in darkness.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, let us end with identifying the love of God. For we have established that we must first identify love in ourselves before we can identify love in someone else, and we identify the love in someone else based on how they love their fellowman, but all that is useless unless we identify the love of God.


John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


His giving His only begotten Son identifies the love of God. 

And our giving back to Him what is ours to give, and that is our body to be use for His service identifies our love for God. There are a lot of folk that say they have given their life to the Lord, but there are few that have truly made Jesus the lord of their life.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

If we truly want to identify our love to God, we should give ourselves to His will and His way.

And not only did God give his only begotten Son, His Son Jesus gave His himself for us. And they way to identify the love of God in someone else is to see who give of themselves. 

John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Jesus exemplified this scripture when he gave His life on the cross for our sins. And believe me we all have a cross to bear and someone is depending on us to lay down our lives so they can see Christ.

And I close with John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

It is our responsibility as the church to love one another so others can identify the love of God

And there it is:

How To Identify LOVE
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to the love of God. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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