If You Think You Are Perfect Try Walking on Water Matthew 14:22-33

We have here another account of a miracle in which Jesus performed for the benefit of the disciples and others. This miracle was the walking on the water. We see here where the scripture states that Jesus made the disciples go to the other side, suggesting that they did not want to leave Jesus by himself with the multitude. And I can see why the disciples would not want to leave Jesus, for indeed Jesus was famous, indeed he was a celebrity and if we look at celebrities today none of them would want to be left alone with a group of (5000) fans. Amen

But this is where we separate modern celebrities from Jesus. Jesus was not simply an entertainer who needed his backup singers to perform. Celebrities of our time can only control the microphones, the stages, the talk forums or whatever it is that makes them famous. Yet when it comes to the crowds of fans and followers, they must run and need bodyguards and security to get them safely to their next destination. We have seen what crowds of people can do to a celebrity; folks have been killed and run over in frenzy.

However, we see here where Jesus sent away his bodyguards and security force, and the scripture says that he sent the multitude, (the fans) away. This shows the power that Jesus held here on earth. 

Now let us keep in mind that Jesus had just feed the multitude 5000 men women and children. Now church in the back of my mind I can see some lazy person saying, now if I had one of them (Jesus). Now he just wiped up 5000 meals and its 365 days in a year. If I had Jesus at the house, I would be set. You know how some of us think. We want to have nice things, but no one wants to work.  We complain about what we need and want, but start talking about work and you will find the situation ain't that bad. We as black folk in particular are always looking for a handout.  Sometimes we are so busy looking for something free that we forget about giving to others.

Now in the 23rd verse it says, (And when he had sent the multitude away, He went up on a mountain by himself to pray. And when the evening had come, he was alone there.) 

Make note that he was alone. He went to a solitary place and was there all by himself. Jesus often separated himself to pray alone to set an example. We do not need a bunch of folk around to have prayer. Amen, those who are not followers of Christ do not care to be alone. In fact, the majority of folk are afraid of being alone, that’s why we love to go the parties because there are usually a lot of folks there. Some folk feel they can’t enjoy themselves alone. But I stop by to tell you Antioch that you can have the time of your life with God and your own heart. (Somebody help me today). 

I remember when I was in the world; I use to like to go out to the clubs. And when God called me Bro. Preacher, I was reluctant, because there were some things I did not want to give up. I thought I could not be happy without the alcohol, I thought I could not be happy without the drugs, the music and the clubhouse. But the high that I have now, it’s better than Bud Light and Hennessy. 

What I like about this high is I did not have to go in the pocket. When you went to the clubhouse or the juke joint (for you older folk) you had to pay to get in. And if you wanted to have a drink, you had to dig a little deeper. And if you had a friend with you, you couldn’t buy just one. (Somebody help me today).
The scripture says that the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves for the wind was contrary. Contrary meaning the wind did not want to cooperate, you know how we got when momma and daddy wanted us to do something, but we didn’t want to cooperate. 

We see where the disciples found themselves in trouble without Jesus. The same way we find ourselves in situations today and we look around for Jesus and find out that we have run off and left him. We come to church on Sunday and we get Jesus and take him home, but on Monday morning, somebody knows what I’m talking about, we leave him at home. 

We all like to have fair-weather, but every once in a while a storm is going to come in our life. But Jesus told us be not afraid for I am with you always even until the end of time. 

Let us make note that the disciples were where Jesus sent them, remember he told them to go to the other side. Yet they still found themselves in the midst of a storm. Let that be an example to the saints that when God has something for you to do, it’s not going to always be easy. Even when God sends you out, the storms of life will keep raging, but that’s when our true colors show, in the midst of the storm. Every body can handle the sunshine, but when the rain starts to come down, My Lord. We want to ask God why? But like the song says, must Jesus bear the cross-alone, and the whole world goes free? Therefore, when the storms of life are raging, you’re bearing your cross. For we all have a cross to bear Amen. 

Now there is no doubt in my mind that the disciples were greatly discouraged when they found themselves in the midst of a storm without Jesus. However, make note that the scriptures did not mention the disciples turning back due to the storm. They continued on to the destination that Jesus had sent them. When we are born again and come in the church, we so often turn back to the world, when trials and tribulations come up in our lives. But if you just follow Jesus, I read that he will make the rough edges smooth, he will calm the rough seas in you life. But you have to put your trust in him.

Now in the 25th verse, we see the perfection and divinity of Christ, for the scripture says that he walked on the sea. I tell you if you think you got it going on, try walking on water.

Notice in the 26th verse that the disciples did not recognize Jesus, and were frightened because they thought he was a ghost. Now I remember when I was young, if you wanted to scare me start talking about ghost and my eyes would get big as a quarter. In addition, the scriptures confirm that yes the disciples were afraid. For the scripture says they cried out for fear. We as Christian cannot be afraid of spirits, for Jesus said I am a spirit and those who worship me worship me in spirit and in truth. Amen

Now this is another example of how we get weak when we leave Jesus behind, for the disciples should have said it must be the Lord. But see the waves and raging winds had allowed doubt to slip in, and that’s how Satan does us today. He slips in when we are going through the storms of our lives, he plants those little seeds of doubt, and when Jesus comes to rescue us we are afraid because we can’t recognize him, because of fear and confusion.

Look, how quickly Jesus came to the rescue of the disciples, for the scripture says Immediately Jesus Spoke. Once he saw they were frightened he assured them they had nothing to fear. He said be of good cheer, for it is I do not be afraid. Notice he only said it is I; he did not say it was Jesus. Yet remember that Jesus was the shepherd and the disciples were his sheep, and a sheep knows his shepherds voice. A sheep does not have to see, he only has to hear his shepherd and he will know him. And we as Christian don’t have to see Jesus, Amen we only need to hear and feel him. My Lord.

We as Christians have nothing to fear when we realize who Jesus is and what he can do for each of us. Not even death, which is probably the most frightening thing to man has no power over those who are in Jesus Christ our Lord.

In verse 28-31 it says, And Peter answered him and said, Lord if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.

So he said, ”Come.” And when Peter had come down out the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.

But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid: and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”

And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
Peter indeed had courage; for it was bold for him to want to go to Jesus on the water, for remember the waves and the winds were still raging. Yet Peter did not just jump in to go to Jesus, he asked Jesus to let him come to him. That’s were we go wrong today, we strike out and do things on our understanding without asking God to guide us in our endeavors. And we get out and fall on our face we wonder what happened or we blame our failures on someone else.

If you know the story, you know that when Peter started out toward Jesus with faith but when he started focusing on the wind and the waves he became afraid and started to doubt and began to sink beneath the waves. But, immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand and saved him. 

As I reflect back, when God called me to this ministry. When I started out, I thought I was going to save the world, but after preaching a few sermons, I realized many folks were not concerned about hearing the truth they only want to hear what they were doing right. They did not want to hear what they were doing wrong, and I became frightened and discouraged and began to sink. And that’s when Jesus stretched out his hand and picked me up and showed me that it’s not about pleasing you, it was revealed to me that all I had to do was tell you what thus saith the Lord.

And I want you to know today that Rev. Ross is not scared of you now. You can sit there with those dead looks, you can twiddled your thumbs through the message, but I am going to give you what God has given me and then I am going to take my seat. And if you don’t want to accept what thus saith the Lord, that’s between you and God. They say you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t ……… somebody knows what I’m talking about today.

Now Peters stepping out on the waters is telling us we must have some faith to turn to God. Through the strengths of Christ, we are borne up above the world, and kept from sinking into the world and from being overwhelmed by the world. I don’t know about you but every now and then Rev. Ross gets weak and I have to call on the Lord to pull me up out of the stresses of the troubles of this world. If you don’t feel yourself sinking every now and then, it may be because you have already sunk. My Lord, help me Holy Ghost. But that's ok, for Sis Ross sings a song that says if he has to reach way down, Jesus will pick you up. My Lord 

Once again we notice that at first Peter had much faith when we started toward Jesus, but when he stopped focusing on Jesus his faith weakened and he began to sink. What Peter should have done was remembered when the winds and the sea obeyed Christ.

And in our lives today when we are going through one of life’s storms, we are so quick to forget the last storm that God brought us through. Instead of focuses on what God can do, we get wrap up in the situation and like Peter that’s when our faith weakens and we begin to sink in life’s trial and tribulations.

But, in the 30th verse Peter did what he was suppose to do pray, he cried out to the Lord, Save me and Jesus saved him. Jesus is still there to save you today all you have to do is ask and it shall be given, knock and the door shall be opened, believe and you shall receive. 

Our problem is most of the time we don’t want to call him until we are sinking. Like most of us don’t call one another until we need something. After a while, that person will start dreading to get a call from you, because they know you are going to want something. We should be able to call folk and say how are you doing, I don’t want anything but to tell you thanks for being a friend. 

You know we are peculiar people, we want to have friends but we don’t want to be friendly. We want to be blessed but we don’t want to give God some of our time and money. We want to go to heaven but we don’t want to die. We want to receive but we don’t want to give.

We should Also, be able to call on the Lord when things are going well and tell him I don’t want anything but Thank you for being a friend. Somebody ought to be able to say Amen today. (I’m about to take my seat)

Now when Jesus got in the boat the winds ceased. Again, Jesus is telling us all you have to do is let me in and I will calm the turbulent seas in you life. It don’t get too rough for Jesus, oh it can get too rough for Rev Ross, but not my Jesus.

Whether we believe it or not we go through this life striving to be the best at something. We want things to be just right and in order. We want our make up flawless, we want our suits crisp, we want the crease in our pants even and straight; we simply want to be at and look our best. But some of us take it too far we begin to think we are better that others, we can even be convinced that we are the perfect specimens.

I stopped by to tell you that we all have fall and come short of the glory of God. For the word of God tells us that we are all no more than filthy rags in the eyesight of God. And let us not forget the perfect sacrifice that was made for you and I, and that was the death the burial and the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He gave his life that we may have life and that we may have it more abundantly. 

My brothers and my sisters this is just a rehearsal down hear, but when we get to Heaven. Everyday will be Sunday, always howdy howdy no more good-bye. I don’t know about you but I want hear these words, WELL DONE THY FAITHFUL SERVANT, YEA HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL OVER A FEW THINGS, COME ON UP A LITTLE BIT HIGHER AND I WILL AKE YOU RULER OVER MANY.

God is good today church, you have something to excited about, when you your brother and your sister have their heads hanging down. Encourage them and let them know that troubles don’t last always. And some glad morning when this life is over......  And God shall wipe every tear from their eyes.

And as I take my seat, I would like to leave you with a thought, Brothers you may be handsome with the women falling at your feet, and my sisters you may be beautiful with a body like a goddess (36-24-36). But, if you think your perfect try walking on water.
Thank you for blessing me with your attention and MAY GOD BLESS US ALL.

