Text: Luke 24:1-8
Subject: It’s Friday But Sunday Is Coming
Objective: In this text today we will encourage ourselves not to worry about our trials and tribulations on any given day but to look to the brighter day which ahead. Like the songwriter said, “I’m so glad that troubles don’t last always”.

Introduction: In this scripture, no doubt the disciples were in grief and morning for on the previous Friday Jesus had been crucified and buried in Joseph’s new tomb. Now we all ought to be able to identify with the disciples despair, for we all have lost a friend or loved one before. And it takes time to get over the lost of someone dear to us. However, like these disciples we sometimes forget that one day those who die in Christ shall rise again. We must keep in mind that when our loved one’s die, when trial’s and tribulations come in our lives. We must remember, 

IT’S FRIDAY BUT SUNDAY IS COMING

I might be going through today, but my deliverance is on the way. Sorrow may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

I. We must be ready for Sunday to come 

A. Sunday should be a get up and get out day (Read v. 1)
The disciples were up early Sunday morning, in fact the scripture says very early. In fact on last night I could not sleep and it wasn’t that I was restless or worried, but I was anticipating resurrection Sunday. So I got up early this morning and came out to the church to prepare. I also imagine the disciple could not sleep the night before they were to go and tend to the body of Jesus. Many churches have an early rise service, which commemorates the early service the disciples had attempted to have for the body of Jesus.

The disciples had  “TGIS” which is the acronym for (Thank God It’s Sunday). Now we all are familiar with “TGIF” which is the acronym for (Thank God It’s Friday). I imagine we all have said or thought this phrase before. School kids begin their weekend off from school. Most adults begin their weekend with no work and to top it off its payday. I remember when I used to live for Fridays, but since I have given my life to God, Friday has just become the day that is 2 days from Sunday. I too like the disciples Thank God Its Sunday and not Friday.
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Now the majority of us tend to sleep late on Sunday morning. Amen, seems like its something about Sunday morning that makes that bed feel much better than usual. I remember when I would  have just laid down on Sunday morning and by time I came to, it’s was time to get ready for Monday. When God said rest he did not mean sleep all day. He meant we ought to put down the things of the world and give a day to the Lord. We ought to be running to the church on Sunday morning instead of dragging in well after service has started. Some of us are stuck in Friday because we are not ready for Sunday.
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B. Some of us need a wake up call when Sunday comes (Read v. 2-5)
Here the disciples were on their way to the grave on Sunday morning, yet the thought escaped them that this was resurrection day, they too were in need of a wake up call. When they arrived at the grave and the stone was rolled away and Jesus was gone they had a wake up call. The scripture says they were perplexed.

For those who may not know, a wake up call is when someone has to tell you it’s time to get up. We all have had a wake up call in our lives. It was a wake up call that got many of us back in the church. Although I had ignored many wake up calls in the past, thank God I finally woke up. When I was shot in the back and left for dead, I was perplexed, I was shook but I did not wake up. When I found myself lying on the hospital bed with double strip Pneumonia, I still did not wake up. But one day God sent someone to witness to me and tell me about myself, you see I was about to lose my wife, my family and even my life. They made me look in the mirror. But this time I woke up. I shook off that sleep of sin and got up one early one Sunday morning. And I been running for Jesus every since.
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The angel asked them a question. Why seek ye the living amongst the dead? We must realize that to find the living we cannot go to the graveyard. Jesus was alive and there is nothing but dead folk in the graveyard so therefore Jesus had to leave.  If I am looking for the preacher, I should not go to the nightclub. I should be looking at the casinos. Why seek ye the living amongst the dead? I did not say it but God said that those that are of the world are dead. We as Christians can’t allow ourselves to go to the graveyard when we serve a true and living God. If you are looking for life you must go to the church. And for those may not know Jesus is life. For He said I am the way the truth and the life. And if you go to a church that is dead, we want you to know that Jesus is not there.

C. Sometimes we need reminding that it’s Sunday (Read v. 6-8)
Even the disciples whom were always with Jesus and no doubt they paid attention to his teachings. Yet they found themselves forgetting the most important lesson of all. That on the third day morning Jesus would rise again. Now here it is the third day and they are looking for Him to still be dead. We too as Christians have knowledge of the scriptures and the promises of God. But in dire situations and circumstances we tend to forget that which we already know. A lot of times we have already been delivered, God will have already fixed the problem. But like the disciples we will still be trying to go to that problem when God has already fixed it. We will be stuck in Saturday when Sunday has already come.

IT’S FRIDAY BUT SUNDAY IS COMING

Verse 8 says that the disciples remembered. We too like the disciples      remember that Jesus died for our sins, but sometimes we forget that he rose again one Sunday morning. We sometimes forget that we do not have to live in sin because He rose. Sometimes we forget that we do not have to die and go to hell because Jesus rose one Sunday morning.

Conclusion: We must remember that Easter Sunday is not about the Easter bunny hopping along and laying eggs. It’s not about dressing up going to church and having the little children say Easter speeches. But Easter Sunday marks a turning point in the world. For this is the day that Jesus rose out of the grave. And when He rose everyone who accepts Him rose above every problem, every situation, every trial, and every tribulation that will come in our lives. The record has it that he was crucified on a Friday, he was laid in a borrowed tomb. He laid there all day Saturday, he laid there all Saturday night. But I’m so glad that early one Sunday morning He rose with all power in His hands. And Jesus is still alive today and He still has all power in His hands all we have to do is believe.
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We thank God for his word

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
