Text: Acts: 2:41-47
Subject: It’s Not The Pew It’s You & It’s Not The Wall its Yall (You All)              






       (Excuse the common vernacular)
Objective: In this text we will look at how we often times put more emphasis on the building than we do the body of Christ. You can’t beat us knocking out walls and adding fellowship halls. But we will see in this text today that we are to build the body of Christ first and God will supply the building. 
And some folk rate a church by the building. Some want a church with a big beautiful building, with a big pretty steeple on top. And that’s fine as long as the church is big in God. You see Satan has some churches as well. No doubt some have passed the little church and paid it no mind. But if they had come on the inside, they would see how big it really is.
Introduction: There is nothing wrong with building a church or adding to the church building. But so often we have our priorities mixed up. We as Christians ought to make an effort to feed the hungry instead of always making an effort to feed ourselves. Folk are building mega churches while folk are mega hungry. I know that one church can’t knock out hunger by itself, but there ought to be an effort. 
Many churches today have a building fund, but there is no feeding fund. They have thousands of dollars in the bank, yet there is no food bank. We have this thing backwards and we wonder why we can’t bring in any new members. In this text we see that God added to the church some 3000 in one day, and we hadn’t had one added since I don’t know when. Now I don’t want anybody to think just because you are not taking in a lot of folk on Sunday, don’t mean that God is not with you. When we talk about adding to the church we are not talking about, New Faith, or Greater Unity. We are talking about the body of Christ. For we are many members yet one body in Christ.
IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.

First,

I. We must realize what is necessary to build the church
A. Convincing souls to accept Jesus and be baptized (Read v. 41)
They gladly received the word and were baptized. But in order to receive the word they first had to hear the word. Our problem as Christians is we don’t have a word for anybody until Sunday. (Read v. 42) But they continued steadfastly, all week long they preached the word. We preachers got it bad, we just want to preach to the church members, and that’s all fine and well too, but we also need to witness to the folk that don’t make it to the church on Sunday morning. That means we have to go to them, because they are not coming to us. And we wonder why no souls are being added. Because we are not tying to compel anybody.
B. By building God’s church we show others how to build God’s church
Jesus was a carpenter by trade and he no doubt learned his trade by watching his father Joseph and others. We too learn by watching others, I learned how to teach by watching teachers, I learned the art of preaching by watching preachers. But I never learned how to witness to anybody because I never saw anybody witness too. We don’t know how to compel folk because we have never been taught how. We had church service after church service, program after program and amongst all the fellowshipping no one is added to the church. We act like we are waiting on the building to do something. 
But,

IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.
C. When we build the Body of Christ, God will build the building
But we want to build a big building with a few folk and expect God to send everybody else. Oh God will send some folk, but some word has to be coming forth first, there has to be some praying and fasting going on, there has to be some bible study happening before God sends anybody our way. You see God wants us to also reach out to those that are lost in the world. It’s sad but most of our churches don’t want to help anybody unless they are a member. We seem to have forgotten that we serve God by serving others. But we don’t want to serve anybody that can’t serve us.
When God gave the vision for our ministry, he showed me the building, but he let me know that it is to come later. God said work on my church and I’ll work on your building. You see every time we put a nail in God’s church he is putting one in ours. Every time we add a brick to His church he adds a brick to ours. God said you get the folk I’ll supply the building. God wants us to be built more so than the building. We’ve stop working on our spirit and began to work on the building.
BUT,

IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.
II. We must build on one accord (Read v. 44-45)
A. Those of us who believe must come together in that belief
We are so educated now; we have dissected the bible so. That we can’t seem to agree on anything anymore, some say women can’t preach, some say they can. Some say that there are not any more prophets today, some say there are. And the list of arguments go on and one. And this is where Satan wants us, fighting amongst ourselves. But all we have to do is come together in what we do agree on and that’s Jesus Christ and God will add to us as He did to the early church.
B. We must have all things common (Read v. 44)
Notice it does not say all things in common, but all things common. For we know we are different people with unique ideas and thoughts. Some of us like this contemporary gospel while some of us like traditional gospel. But we ought to have the same lifestyles. We must have unity for God to add to the church. When the Pastor is saying this and the deacons are saying that. The folk are confused and God is not the author of confusion. And we wonder why we hadn’t taken in a member in months and Sundays. 
IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.
They had unity in the early church!!!

We want to blame it on the preacher. Well he isn’t hooping like he used too. We trade him in for another preacher. Still no one is being added to the church. Well it must be the choir, well it must be the order of service, let’s change the routine. When all we really need to do is examine ourselves.

God Said, 

IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.

Sometimes folk don’t go to church because of who is at the church, sometimes we keep folk out of the church by the lives we lead.
C. We need to genuinely care for others and one another (Read v. 45)
I know that God does not require us to sell what we have and give it to the poor. But every now and then we ought to think enough of others to help them out in a time of need. We have gotten so far off, until we don’t even want to help other Christians out, now the folk in the world don’t stand a chance if we won’t help one another.
Lastly,
III. Seems like some of us we are waiting for the pews to do something
A. God wants our praise, not the pews
God created us and He let us create the pews. I don’t care how much the pews cost; they are not going to say a word. I don’t care how much the building cost; the walls are not going to preach to us.
IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.

We can rearrange the pews every Sunday if we want to, we can paint until we can’t paint anymore, but if we don’t have the Holy Spirit. God won’t add to the church. 
That’s why we can sit over here this Sunday and sit over there next Sunday, but if you don’t have the love in our hearts God won’t move in our service. It doesn’t have anything to do with where you sit. We have what is called the Amen corner, but they are not saying Amen because of where they are sitting.
IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.

B. If we just give God true praise, He will add to the Church (Read v. 47)
You see when we praise God; we find favor even with the folk in the world. They didn’t just find favor amongst believers; they found favor with all the people. Why, because they were real in what they were doing. You see the folk that don’t believe still want us to act like we believe what we preach. You see when we say this and do that, not only do we not have favor with God. But we can’t even find favor in the world. Folk have been playing church so long; they don’t know how to do anything else. But God wants true praise.
C. We must get out of the routine
Sometimes our order of services and traditions hinder the Holy Spirit. So and so isn’t on the program so they isn’t going to sing today, the program is already long enough. And sometimes we do run out on programs. Amen. We say this is how it’s going to be and that’s all it is too it. Not even considering what the spirit wants. The program out to be just a guideline to the service, but not the order. The Holy Spirit ought to have control of the service. We need to just show up and have church every now and then. It doesn’t have to be Choir day, let’s just have church. We don’t need a program printed out, let’s just praise God.
Conclusion: As I close, when God told me to organize a new church he sent me to the book of Acts. This is the book where the apostles built the church. And in all my reading the book of acts, I didn’t see a blueprint on the building. I did not see a plan to lay out the pews. I did not see a plan to layout the classrooms. All the Apostles gave was the plan and directions to build the body of Christ. And when we come to the conclusion of it all, if our main focus is not on building God’s church, then it is all vanity. For only what’s done for Christ will last.
And remember that God does not want the pews to praise Him; God does not want the walls to speak for Him.
IT’S NOT THE PEW IT’S YOU & IT’S NOT THE WALLS IT’S YALL.

We thank God for his word. And we thank God for Jesus.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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