Text: Philippians 3:12-14

Subject: “Leaving the past behind”

Objective: In this text we will encourage us to let go of the past and focus on what is ahead, the future.

Introduction: In verse 13 Paul says, but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before. It is important to us spiritually that we not only forget the past but that we also forgive ourselves for the wrongs we have done in our past. God forgives us but sometimes we won’t forgive ourselves. We can’t get to what God has for until we let go of the past. We must do three things to accomplish this.
First,

I. We must realize that we are not perfect. v. 12

A. We are naughty by nature

We were born in sin, our nature is sinful. This is why it is easier to do wrong than it is for us to do what is right. To be a Christian is a constant battle with the old man and his sinful nature. We must be filled with the Holy Spirit to defeat this sinful nature. Without God’s spirit the natural man will win and our souls will be lost. We are naughty by nature, that’s why at a young age little boys and girls begin to look at one another. It’s in our nature.

B. If one does not try one can’t attain

If a person does not run in the race then how can he possibly win? That word try is small yet very important to us as believers. In order to know that God will move we have to first try God. Paul said he followed after Jesus, for he knew that Jesus was perfect and if he followed after him he too would reach perfection.  We have to first desire something before we can achieve or attain it. We must first want perfection to achieve perfection. 

C. Our mistakes are to be learned from


A mistake is a try that has failed for whatever reason. As a Christian we are going to make mistakes, we are going to fail at being like Christ. But when we fall we must get up and learn from that mistake. There is a saying a quitter never wins and a winner never quits. When we make mistakes, we must look for the lesson in that mistake and make our way back on the track to finish the race. Remember God said this race is not given to the swift or the strong, but to he who endures to the end. In this race we don’t have to come in first we just have to finish.
Secondly,

II. We must reach forward to move forward, v. 13

A. We must realize that we have not reached the apex
The apex is the top or the pinnacle. To keep climbing the climber must realize that he has not reached the top. To become content or comfortable in our relationship with God is dangerous. When a person feels they have gotten it all and doesn’t need anymore, they become unreachable. They also become bored with Christianity and this is something that is plaguing a lot of Christians today. This is why folk church hop and change denominations. A Christian must continue to do like Paul and reach forward in Jesus and not religious customs.
B. Our Past is behind us

What happened yesterday cannot be undone. The words that we spoke yesterday can not be taken back. The sermon I preached last week is old news. Folk who are looking for a word want something else this Sunday. Last Sunday’s message was a good one we need a new message today. Whether our past is good or bad we must learn to put it behind us. If a person focuses on his past he will always live in the past and will be left out of the future. For instance, if a man goes to prison in the 60’s and gets out in the today. And he goes out on the corner in his bell bottoms and his stacks, he is going to get laughed at and ridiculed, not because he is not clean but because that era has passed. This is why it is so important that the church change with the times as well. Churches are doing the same thing they did in the 60’s and now its 2004. We are at war with Satan and when Satan uses the radio, we must use the radio. When Satan uses the television, we must use the television. And when Satan uses the internet, we “the church” must use the internet. We are loosing many battles because we are not using the same tactics that our enemy does. When we use the tactics of the past we lose the war of today. The past is not relevant to God; he wants to know what we will do today.
C. The promises of God are before us
We must know what the promises of God are before we can hold him to them. If my wife promises me something I’m looking for it, why? because I know what she promised me. A lot of us today don’t even know what God has promised us if we follow him. It would take another message to fully explain the promises of God. Yet I want you to know that when God says that Jesus died that we may have life and have it more abundantly, he is not talking about the hereafter. Jesus wants us to have that abundant life today. God does not want his people on welfare; he wants us to fare well. David did not say his cup was full he said my cup runneth over. Our prosperity is before us if we reach for it and follow after Jesus.
Lastly,

III. We must keep our eye on the prize
A. To see we must first have our eyes open

When I talk about eyes I’m talking about spiritual eyes. When we come into the church we must get out of the natural man and get in the spirit man. God said I am a spirit and those that worship me, worship me in spirit and in truth. The Holy Spirit is the only one that can open your spiritual eyes. Some of us are blind to our own faults and sins because we are still spiritually blind. Some could not believe the vision God had given me because they are spiritually blind. Some said I don’t see how he can do that. And in the natural it may not make sense or it may seem impossible. Yet we as believer must walk by faith and not by sight. Faith is the substance of things hoped for and evidence of things not seen. Faith is that spiritual eyesight. Some folk think that faith is and ideology or a thought, but I’m a witness that faith is substance, faith is something you can grab and hold on to. I had faith that we would be in a building this year and now we are here. Not because of fate but because I was faithful to God he was faithful to me.
B. We must then have 20/20 vision

Once our spiritual eyes have been opened by the Holy Spirit, sometimes we still can not see things clearly. This is why every now and then we need to go to the eye doctor Jesus. I did not know how blind I was until I went to the eye doctor. When I first got my glasses, I saw colors I hadn’t seen in years. Without my glasses I don’t have 20/20 vision. I can see but I can’t see clearly. Many of us today can see spiritually but it’s not clear our vision is blurred. Prayer, worship and the study of God’s word will give us 20/20 vision once our eyes have been opened. Yet we don’t want to pray, we don’t want to come to bible study and Sunday school. That’s why we are running into stuff in life because we can’t see. We fall into Satan’s trap because we can’t recognize them.
C. Our other faculties must work with our eyes to attain the prize.
Once we have 20/20 vision and once we have our eyes on the prize. Then we must get the rest of our body to line up with the vision. I can see the finish line but if I can’t get my legs to put one foot in front of the other then I won’t make it. When one body part fight against the other goals are not accomplished. Just like the church, God says we are many members yet one body in Christ. If we would all line up with God’s vision we will not only get there, but we will get there when God wants us to get there. Jesus is at the finish line let us bring our faculties together in that belief and move forward and receive the promises of God. In churches today the foot is fighting against the leg, the leg is fighting against the arm; the hand is fighting against the head. And Amongst all the fighting the work of the Lord is going undone. We are many members yet one body and we all should have our eyes on the same prize. Let us use as believers and churches use our faculties to work for God’s glory.
Conclusion: Paul knew first hand he was not perfect, yet he continued to strive forward by first forgetting his past. Then by focusing on he who is perfect, Jesus, he hoped to attain that perfection someday. Our prize is to one day be made perfect again; the way God intended us to be in the beginning. Be encouraged that perfection, heaven and rewards are coming with Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. But prosperity is here for us today all we have to do is reach for it. So remember not to worry so much about the past for your “Leave the past behind”.
We thank God for his word and may He continue to bless us all.
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