Text: John 1:1-12
Subject: Leave the Light On
Objective: In this text we will look at the importance of leading a good Christian life at all times and at all places. We as so-called Christians have a tendency to be like a light switch, we are on this minute and off the next. Folk can’t see Jesus because we have turned the light off.
Introduction: John let’s us know who the source of our light is. Jesus is the light of the world. Motel 6 has a phrase that they use on their commercials, they say “ And we’ll leave the light on for you” They leave this light on because they do not want us to pass them by when we are driving and looking for a place to stop and get some rest. Amen we all want rest, Jesus said in Matthew 11:28 Come unto me all ye that labour and are of heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Jesus is that motel where we find rest. And we are the sign that should be lit up for those seeking rest to see Jesus come in to receive rest. Every motel has a sign, but every motel does not have the light on. Some of us have the sign, we go to church on Sunday, we wear the clothes, we know the church lingo, we know how to say Amen, and hallelujah. We have the sign, but where is the light. When we go into a dark world we blend in, folk can’t tell us from those in the darkness, why? Because we don’t have the light on.
First,

I. We must realize who the power source to our light is
A. In the beginning God called for the Light
Before God began the creation he said let there be light. God wants us to realize that we need light before we can do a good work. Even God wanted light before he went to work. (Read verse 3) The scripture says not anything was made with out the light. The light creates, but darkness kills. No one can work in the dark, when the lights would go out at work, all work stops. When the lights go out at school the school work stops. It’s dangerous to work in the dark.
B. Who is that Light
Jesus is this light, (Read verse 4) not only is Jesus the light of the world, but He is also the life. The scripture says in him was life. We owe our very existence to Jesus. John the Baptist was not this light but he came to bear witness of this light. And we as Christians today need to be like John the Baptist, (Read v 6-8) we must recognize that we are not that light, yet we can bear witness to that. Light. When folk ask us how we can smile when things are not going well with us, we need to let them know its Jesus. When folk ask us how are we prospering we need to let them know its Jesus. We all should be able to bear witness to the light. 
C. We are drawn to the light
We were created by the light and the love for that light is in all of us. There is good in the worst of us. Like insects are drawn to light, so are we. We have all seen how insects are drawn to the light. We even have bug lights that kill the insects as they come in contact with the light. There is something inside all of God’s creatures that is drawn to the light. We ourselves are drawn to the light, that’s why at a young age we are afraid of darkness. I remember being a little child and when the lights would go out, all playing would cease and we all would get quiet. You can take the worst child and cut the lights off and he’ll settle down. Even as adults we do not like the darkness, unless we are doing something we don’t have any business doing. Amen I walked out the back of my church one night and it was pitch black and immediately I went to looking around for something or someone lurking in the dark. It can be frightening in the dark. I told my folks we need to put a light in the back because it’s too dark back there at night.
We are accustomed to being in the light. The first thing we do when we enter a room is hit the light switch. Even when the storms come and the light go out, we still be flicking the light switch, why because we are accustomed to having the light. 
II. After we find the power source we must get plugged in (Read v. 11-12)
A. (Jesus is the power source) Sometimes our light goes out because our batteries have gone down
I have some rechargeable clippers that I use to trim up my mustache. Now if I do not plug them in and I keep using them, then one day I’m going to hit the power button and they are not going to work. That’s how we as Christians are, we do not recharge our batteries on a regular basis and when we need to do a work for the Lord our batteries are dead. When someone comes to us for an encouraging word from the Lord we can’t help them because we are empty. When someone needs us to pray for them we can’t because we haven’t been praying for ourselves. We as preachers can’t lay our hands on folk and heal them because we don’t have the anointing. The word anointing means empowerment and that power comes from God. We need to keep our batteries charged. We must stay plugged in to the source of our power (Jesus). If we don’t pay the light bill, the light company will eventually cut off our power supply, and then we will be in the dark. If we keep flicking the switch, one day we will hit the switch and the light is not going to come on. Amen
B. How do we charge our batteries?
We charge the battery for our lights by coming to Sunday school and worship service on Sunday morning, by coming to bible study, by continuous prayer, by fasting and by individual study of God’s word. If we do not stay plugged in to the power source, we will not only be useless, but we will also die. As long as we have life we are rechargeable, but after the life is gone out of our bodies, we are no more than a dead battery and I throw all my dead batteries away. Anything dead ought to be buried.
C. Then we go out into the world to distribute that power
After we have recharged our batteries we then must go out into the world to distribute this power and to spread this light. A lot of us want to keep all of our juice for ourselves, but we are supposed to share that juice, that electricity for God’s glory. God said let your light so shine that men will see your good works and glorify your father which is in heaven. We are supposed to keep the light on so that someone else may see God. Yet as soon as we walk out the doors of the church we hit the switch. That’s why God can’t give us anymore because we won’t release the power he has already given us. I’m plugged in to the source and every Sunday when I get up and preach, every time I witness to someone that power is being released. And because I’m plugged in God fills me back up. Next Sunday He’ll give me another message and so on and so forth as long as I leave the light on and stay plugged in.
III. Many will not make it to God, because we have turned off the Light
A. God has a plan for all of our lights
 God does not give us the light to keep it to ourselves, He gives it to us so that someone else can see our lights and be led out of the darkness. Many folk are looking for a way out, but because we have flipped the switch they can’t see their way out of darkness. Even when they come to the church, we sit in God’s house with our lights off. We do and say anything in the house of the Lord. We are all light post on the dark road of this world. And every time we accept God, we are lined up on this road and we fail to have our lights on. Those that are traveling through can’t see how to stay on the right road and they veer off on the road to destruction. This is why it is so important that we as Christians, we as the light of the world, let our lights shine that men may see. Jesus is like a lamp unto our feet that lead and guide us down that straight and narrow path.
When the ships come in from sea in the daytime they can see fine how to get safely in to the dock. But at night time, they tell me the captain looked for the lighthouses. The light house marked the location of the docks. All the captain had to do was line up with the beam of light coming from the light house and he would be lead safely to the docks. However; if the ship went to the left or to the right of the light, then the ship stood the risk of hitting the rocks which could sink the ship. We as Christians are like those lighthouses and the folk lost in the world are those ships. That’s why it is so imperative that our light house is always lit up so those that are lost can see their way safely to Jesus. The light house was so important to the ships coming in that there was always a person that stays in the light house to make sure the light never goes out. For us that person is the Holy Spirit, we should always keep the Holy Spirit in us so our light will never go out.
I’m so glad I found the light in time. For I too was lost in a dark world and headed for destruction. But because of Jesus I am on the right road and I am doing my best to get others on the right road. I do my best to keep my light charged and to keep my light on so that someone may see my works and give God the glory.

DEATH BURIAL RESSURECTION (AD-LIB)
Jesus died that we may have a right to the light. 
Conclusion: We must realize that Jesus is our power source and we must stay plugged in to keep our lights shining. Jesus said “Ye are the light of the World” and he goes on to say it makes no sense to have that light and hide it. We are responsible for spreading the light of the gospel not only by our words but also by our deeds. If our light is not on them someone won’t see their way home. Let us be like Motel 6 and leave the light on.
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