          Text: 
I Timothy 6:6&7
      Subject: 
Lose What You Can Never Keep, To Gain What You Can Never Lose
 Objective: 
In this text we will talk about how we must let go of worldliness to attain Godliness. For what is in the world belongs to the world and what is born of God is God’s.

Introduction:
This particular scripture is one that is usually used at funerals, for it has significance in speaking of death. But I have discovered that this scripture ought to be preached before the funeral occasion. Why? Because it seems many folk actually think they are going to carry something with them when they leave this earth. We are constantly doing for ourselves, yet we won’t do anything for the Lord. We go from one new car to another new car, we go from one new suit to another new suit, and we go from one new pair of shoes to another new pair of shoes. But we seem to keep the same old sinful attitude. My bible teaches me that we have to lose something to gain something.

I.
What is it we need to lose? (Read Colossians 3:8-10)!  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
The basic principle to putting something on is that we first pull something off. To put on a new pair of shoes, we must take the old pair off. The reason many church folk have not gained a new attitude, is because they have not lost the old attitude. This scripture informs us the we must put off some stuff first. Folk want to put on Godliness to cover up ungodliness. But it will not work that way. That’s like putting cologne on to cover your musk, it doesn’t work. I am a witness. We have to take a bath first, then the cologne will make us smell good. The same principle is at play in the Christian life, when we accept Jesus as our personal saviour, we are washed in the blood of the lamb. Then God sprays us with the fragrance called the Holy Spirit, You can’t buy this fragrance at the department store, this is an exclusive fragrance for those who have been washed in the blood of Jesus. Then we not only look good, we also smell good. The next time someone tells you that you smell good, say thank you Holy Spirit. When someone who calls themselves a Christian looks good but they don’t smell good, then something is wrong.  A lot of folk look good until you get close to them and see how they smell. 

We must lose our filth to gain our wealth.

II.
  What is it that we gain? (Read John 12:25)!  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.

What we are gaining is eternal life. But this scripture says that we must hate the life in this world to gain eternal life. I don’t know about you but sometimes I get down right tired of this old sinful world.  I don’t even watch the news much anymore, because all they talk about is war, death and destruction. I don’t know about you but I’m ready for Jesus to come back, and to have that attitude you must hate this world.

In this day and time folk are trying all sorts of drugs, diets and exercise regiments to live longer, when all they have to do is accept Jesus Christ and live forever. I don’t care how long you live you are still going to lose the things of this world. God knows I love my wife, but even our marriage vows said until death do us part, that means one day we are going to even lose our spouses. But I can stand to lose my wife in this life because I have gained something I will never lose and that is salvation.

III.
What I like about salvation is we can’t lose it.  (Read John 10:28-30)!  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.

This is assurance enough for me to know that my salvation is secure.  I don’t about you but I am glad that my salvation is not in my own hands to keep. I have a tendency to lose things, sometimes I can’t find my keys, or it may be my glasses. Some of us even lose our common sense sometimes. But our salvation is secure because whom the Son sets free is free indeed. There is not a devil in Hell that can take your salvation. But what Satan will do is keep you with stuff that will keep you from receiving salvation. It’s material things and money that cause so many to go astray. Last night we talked about laying aside every weight that so easily beset us. And these weights are the things of the world. And folk are waiting on the Lord to pull off these weights, but we are the ones that picked up the weight and we are the ones that have to lay them down. I picked up drugs and alcohol and therefore no one could lay then down for me. 

I had to lose something I could never keep, to gain something I could never lose. I took losing my job, before I could gain New Faith. My job was in the way of God’s business. And many times our business get in the way of the Lord’s business. And God said I am a jealous God. God will knock some stuff out the way in order that you will serve Him. I identify with God, because I am also a little jealous, I love my wife and if someone tries to come between us, Somebody is liable to get knocked out, it might be me, but somebody has got to move out of the way. 

And God loved me enough to knock that job from between us that I might serve Him. Many folk don’t believe this but God will even take folk life because they are standing between you and Him. Isaiah 6:1 says In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. You see King Uzziah had to die in order for him to see the Lord. Sometime folk have to be removed because they are standing between us and the Lord.

God will even cause the storm to blow down your house if it stands between you and Him. In the gospel of Luke it is recorded that God even made Zacharias lose his speech because what was coming out of his mouth  was standing in the way of His will being done. We have to be careful how we use our mouths against the will of God. We will find ourselves somewhere, wanting to say I’m sorry and can’t.
Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us remember that we must lose what we can never keep, to gain what we can never lose. And if you don’t want to gain anything, then keep holding on to everything you got. Hold on to your job and your house. Hold onto your lying and your cheating. Hold onto your fornication and adultery. And if you want heaven here on earth know that your heaven is but for a few days and full of trouble.


But if you are looking for a life eternal all you have to do is believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that God has raised him from the dead and thought shall gain what you can never lose.


We’ll close with our text (Read I Timothy 6: 6&7)!
Lose What You Can Never Keep, To Gain 

What You Can Never Lose

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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