 SAVE YOURSELF & SOME ONE ELSE

Acts: 2:37-41

We all have seen a movie where two people would be trying to get away from some sort of danger. And every time one person has to stumble and fall and hurt themselves in the process. Now the person that is hurt often times, say go on without me, save yourself, don’t worry about me. And sometimes the other person will go on a leave them. But most of the time the other person will gone on a ways and think to themselves, that’s not right and go back to save the other person. 

Now sometimes we are compelled to go on and leave other folk who are lost or in trouble. (Remember the Good Samaritan) But we as Christians can’t be about just saving ourselves, Amen. We are supposed to help one another along this tedious journey. That’s why it’s so important to help our brothers and sisters when we see they have stumbled and fell in life’s journey.

Now I want you to know that you are going to offend some folk, because some folk don’t want to be helped. Amen. But even Jesus offended folk while being about the work of the Lord. When he threw the moneychangers out of the temple, they were offended. When he said unto the Scribes and the Pharisees, Woe unto you, you hypocrites, he offended them. He knew they would be offended, but it did not stop him from doing what was necessary. And that was tell the truth.

Like Jesus, It is our responsibility to tell the truth. And we do damage when we know the truth and don’t tell the truth for the sake of someone’s feelings, we do them more harm than if had just gone and told them what was going to hurt their feelings.

I have gone to some people, some of them received me and some were offended. But I went to this on particular person and they were definitely offended. What I like about God is he told me this person would get offended and he also told what this person was going to say. And sure enough this person said exactly what God told me they were going to say.

This person told me that they knew they were doing wrong and God had been dealing with them. But in essence, this person told me to leave them alone and go to somebody who doesn’t know any better. Now I thought to myself I can’t just go to people who don’t know any better.  Now most of us know better, but that don’t mean we are going to do better. Amen

I knew I did not have any business doing drugs, but still I did not quit until God sent someone my way to look me in the eyes and tell me the truth about myself.

That’s like a blind man knowing he’s blind, and not wanting any help to cross the road. Just let me go on out there and get hit by a Mack truck. Let me take my chances. We often say this is my life, let me live my life. And that’s true but when they say that we need to tell them it’s not about you or your life, but it’s about God and your soul. This life will end, but your souls live for an eternity.

Folk like to say, pray for me the Lord is still working on me. But sometimes, the devil is the one working on you; the lord is waiting on you. 

We notice in the Bible that the people of Israel, always knew better, but they did not always do what was right. Now God knew that the people of Israel knew they were doing wrong, but he could not just sit by and watch them ruin themselves. We see where God constantly sent his prophets to his children, to try to show them the error in their ways, and get them to turn back to God.

Now we know they did not always do so, but God always tried to get them to turn, before he sent his wrath. Amen. Now we know that we can’t make folk turn around, but all God wants you to do is try. God is going to hold us accountable for the folk that we knew were going down the wrong road, and yet we done nothing to try to save them. That’s why I decided I’m not going to worry about offending folk. I rather have you mad at me, than to have God made at me.

And I know we say, well I don’t want to be getting in anybody’s business. And I understand why folk get offended, because the truth hurts. Amen.

I remember one time; oh I was about 22, when my father had sent Rev. Johnson come and talk to me about getting of drugs and getting back into church. And boy did I get offended. Man after Rev. Johnson left I said to myself, this NEGRO done went and got this man all in my business. But what I failed to realize is that I didn’t have any business.  Once I put my business in the streets, it was now everybody’s business.

See when you live any kind a way and you do things all out in the open, your business becomes every bodies business. We don’t want to come to church, we lie, cheat, fornicate, commit adultery, we steal, drink and drug all in the open, and when someone comes and says something to you about it, we have the nerve to get offended.

You see everybody knew I was on drugs, it wasn’t any secret. But the devil made me believe that my father was wrong for doing that. Now when you get offended when somebody tells you what thus saith the lord that is nothing but the devil. But when I look back on my life, I thank God that my father thought enough of me to try to help me. 
Now, I love my wife, and I know that she loves me. Not because she has told me so, but by her actions. See the word of God says that a true friend gives earnest counsel. When I done good, Sis. Ross lifted me up, now on the other hand when I done bad she does what she is supposed to do, she let’s me know that’s not right. Now if she didn’t care about me she would have just let me go on and do whatever. Sometimes the words she used would cut and sometimes I would want to cut her back, but I couldn’t because I knew she was right and I was wrong.

That’s why I sympathize or understand when those whom God sends me to witness to a person and they get angry, because I too got angry.

I want you all to know today that if you see me stumble and fall, I want you to pick me up, by telling me the truth. When you know I am doing wrong I want you to come and let me know. Now I don’t want you to come to me on some hearsay stuff, but if you know I’m doing something that is ungodly, I want you to know you can’t offend me know, I’m way past that.

SAVE YOURSELF AND SOME ONE ELSE.

Now before you can’t help somebody else, you have to first save yourself, Amen. 

(Read verse 37)

We see here in the 37th verse that they were pricked in the heart. And the scripture said they asked what shall we do? Now when we get pricked in the heart we want to get mad at the preacher. But I want to serve notice on you that when we get mad at the preacher when he preaches the hell out of us, we are really getting mad at God.

Now these folk knew that they had done wrong, but they did not get mad at the disciples, they wanted to know how they could fix it. Sometimes It looks like the more our hearts get pricked the more me want to mess up. He can’t tell what to do and what not to do, who do he think he is. I’ll show him, not hurting the preacher your hurting yourself.

Jeremiah was called the weeping prophet because he cried a lot.  Jeremiah was weeping because the folk would not turn from their wicked ways, and God had brought forth his wrath. And I know how Jeremiah felt, when he preached to the people and they would not head to the word of God. The same way a parent feels when we tell tour children not to and they do anyhow. We know what is going to happen so our hearts are heavy and sometimes all we can do is like Jeremiah, cry.

And I want you all to know that it truly saddens us, as true men of God, to see you all not do what thus saith the Lord. We look out in the audience and we see the dead stares. We can tell your mind is somewhere else.  Can’t praise God because you thinking about what you gone do when church turns out. Some of us sleep in church, we don’t call it worship service for nothing, folk need to get their sleep at the house. We don’t get into the service. We don’t bring our bibles; some don’t sit close enough to look on with someone else, because they have too much animosity, envy and strife.

The disciples told them to repent and be baptized and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Now some things you just have to experience before you understand and the Holy Ghost is one of them. I remember when I was a little boy and I would see my grandmother shouting church and I didn’t know what was going on. All I knew was she was turning over benches, hooping, hollering and passing out, got to get the smelling salt. But it wasn’t until I felt the Holy Spirit for myself, that I knew what grandmother was shouting about. Amen

(Read verse 39)

The 39th verse said this promise was unto you and your children. Now if we won’t save ourselves, at least we should save our children. Folk don’t come to Sunday school, we don’t come out to bible study and we don’t even try to get your children out either.

The word of God says we perish for lack of knowledge. Now when I was in school, since I didn’t write the book, I had to study so I could make the right choices on the test. Now God has given us the book to live by, but we won’t study it. So how can we expect to make the right choices in life if we don’t study life’s book? The word of God also says study to show thy self approved. 

(Read verse 40)

The 40th verse says save yourselves from this untoward generation. The word is telling us we must separate ourselves from this wicked generation. You see you can’t be of God and of the world. The word of God says we can’t serve two masters. We want to get our freak on, on Saturday night and get our praise on, on Sunday. I know what I’m talking about, because I been there and done that.

God said be in the world but not of the world. We have more world in the church now than we have the church in the world. The world is in the condition its in because, of the church being stagnant. The devil is working, we are the one’s sleeping on the job.

There are so many homosexuals in the pulpits now its ridiculous. And we the church are to blame. Like I said earlier when we say nothing we are really saying something. You let this happen then it grows and festers into something else. There was a time when the homosexual just played the piano and sang. But since we did not tell them what thus saith the Lord, now they are in the pulpit. You all know we said things like, I know he is a little sweet, but he sure can play that piano. I’m a pray for him though. You see there is a time to pray and there is a time to say. Sometimes we have to witness. Amen.

(Read verse 41)

It says they that gladly received his word were baptized. You see everybody didn’t receive. Just like everybody in here is not receiving this message today. We listen but we do not receive, to receive means to hear. The bible says that faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. And it goes on to say how can you hear without a preacher.

I’m telling you church its time for us to save ourselves from this sinful world. It’s time for us to stop just being concerned about ourselves and not our fellow man. God said we serve him by serving others.

If we want to draw some folk we are going to have to get together and do this thing the way God intends for us to. God is not pleased with our little Sunday worship service, and forget about him all through the week. This thing is not just about Sunday morning, he’s God on all week long.

Conclusion:

We need to remember to save ourselves and to help someone else along the way. There is no use and getting in a hurry, for the word of God says this race is not given to the swift or the strong, but to the one who endures to the end. And on this journey there are times when we need picking up and times when we must pick up someone else.

But be confident in knowing that you don’t have to go through this life alone. For God said he would never leave us or forsake us, but what happens is we leave God. He said I will be with you even until the end of time.
We thank God for His Word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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