Text: 
Philippians 4:4-9 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. (Key v. 7)(And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.) Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

      Subject: 
The Peace Of God And The God Of Peace
   Objective: 
In this text and others we will examine the way to obtain that peace that surpasses all our understanding. We will also discover that the only way to have the Peace of God is to have peace with God. And the only way to have peace with God is to accept the peace offering God sent in His son Jesus Christ.
Introduction:
Peace is derived from two words Personal and Ease, put them together and you have PEACE. “P” lets us know that it is a personal thing. We must all have our own peace. My peace won’t you’re your situation and your peace won’t help mine. 


Now, that word Ease is kin to that word Easy. Now we all want life to be easy. We want and easy job, we want an easy marriage; we want the teacher to give us an easy test.

Everyone seeks after this substance called PEACE, “this personal ease”.  Even the soldiers that are fighting are looking for peace to come out of their fighting. Every war that has ever been fought ended in peace that peace may not last long, but peace came from the fighting.

Even the world is now looking for a leader to bring peace to the world. But we don’t have to look for peace in a man, because God has sent us PEACE through His Son Jesus Christ.

Our problem is we look for peace in the wrong places. We look for peace in our loved ones, but when our loved ones are gone, then so is our peace. We feel if we can get a piece of money, then we will have peace, but the rich folk will bear witness that money doesn’t bring PEACE.

Oh money will give us piece when we need to pay some bills, or when we are in Wal-mart. But after the bills are paid and we have what we want, that peace is gone. But the Peace of God will stay with you when you don’t have a quarter. The Gods of peace will be with us when we lose a loved one, or when our children have gone astray.

Many folk can’t sleep at night because they don’t have peace. Folk go to the doctor for peace in a bottle. But when the medicine bottle is empty your peace has run out. God is trying to show us PEACE that will never run out. Talking about this Peace that surpasses our own understanding.

We can get the Peace of God until we stop looking for peace in other things and other folk. 

Text:  
Philippians 4:4-5 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.


There is a Peace that comes to us when we praise God. It’s something about praising god that makes our troubles go away on Sunday. But from Monday through Saturday we stop praising God. And I’m a witness that god will give us that same Peace we get on Sunday, everyday of the week, if we give Him some Praise everyday.


I make it my business to praise God everyday, because I want some peace everyday!

In the Old Testament the children of Israel had to bring a Peace Offering. Exodus 24:5 And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD.

Many folk don’t have Peace because they don’t have Peace with God, because they have not kept His commandments. If you are doing something contrary to the will of God don’t expect to have peace. If you don’t have peace with God, then you are his enemy.

Jesus is God’s peace treaty with man. God said if we accept His Son Jesus who He sent as a Peace offering, then we are no longer His enemy but we are now friends of God. So if we say we have accepted Christ, yet we have no Peace in our lives, then we need to examine ourselves. 

We don’t need to look at other folk, for our Peace. Many times we put our lack of Peace on other folk. Well it’s these kids, it’s my husband, it’s my co-workers, or it’s my brother or my sister. But PEACE is a personal thing, it has nothing to do with your circumstances, but it has everything to do with the individual.

Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

That word careful also means be anxious, sometimes we get anxious for things and we try to get it ourselves, instead of waiting on God. We talk about having patience, and patience being a virtue, but we need Peace to be patient. I have to sometime calm lady Ross down, when she sees that God is going to do something, she gets anxious sometime, and I have to calm her down. Because God says be anxious for no thing, He says wait on me. Amen

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
The Peace Of God And The God Of Peace
The only way to have the Peace of God is to have the God of Peace. And the only way to the God of Peace is through the Prince of Peace. And Jesus Christ the Son of God is called the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Our PEACE is only attainable through Jesus Christ who is the Prince of Peace! Amen

Christ is married to the Church, and if we are the church, therefore if we are married to the Prince of Peace, then we have what the Prince has. Sometimes Lady Ross doesn’t have Peace about a thing, until she sees that I have Peace with it. Why because she is married to me. If something bothers me then it stands to reason that it bothers her as well.

There is this thing called sin that bothers Jesus and because we are married to Him, it ought to bother us. If you are comfortable in your sin, then you must not be married to Christ. But If your sin bothers you, then hold on because your change is coming.

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
Many times we loose our peace because we think on the wrong things. Paul told them to think on just things, honest things, pure things and things of good report. When we focus on the negative, we can’t expect to have any peace. 

I learned to just focus on the positive. In fact I don’t even entertain negative conversation. When folk start talking negative around me I remove myself from the conversation, because I have to protect my Peace. If you listen to other folk’s trouble long enough you will get troubled.

This is why we as Christians must keep the God of Peace so we can give Peace to others. Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. But in order to bring Peace, we must first have Peace and the only way to bring peace is to have the God of Peace.

You can tell those who have the Peace of God, because wherever they are they bring Peace. I have seen how folk act one way in this church but when they go to where Peace is they act another. Some children are unruly in one classroom and at peace in another, because the teacher has the God of Peace.

Parents have you ever noticed how you could hear the children in another room going at it, but when you walk in a calm comes. That’s because we are peacemakers through Christ Jesus. 

There was an occasion when a storm arose on the seas, and the disciples were afraid, but Jesus was fast asleep. How many know that you can have peace in the midst of the storm. And the record has it that Jesus spoke to the storm and there was Peace. Mark 4:39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.

If we speak Peace we will experience Peace. This is why always encourage folk to change their speech. Because we get that which we speak. If you are speaking confusion, expect confusion to come, if you speaking sickness, then gone get your medicine ready. If you are always cursing, then look for your curse. But if you speak a blessing, then look for your blessing.

Philippians 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.
This verse let’s us know that there is something we must do for the God of Peace to be with us. We want to live unruly and have peace, but Paul instructed them to do as I have done and the God of Peace will be with you. If we walk with God, then God will walk with us. If we make Peace with God, then God will keep us in His perfect peace.

Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, if we want some PEACE, that personal ease, we must have God and the on way to have God is to have His Son Jesus Christ.

IF YOU HAVE JESUS! 

YOU HAVE GOD! 

AND IF YOU HAVE GOD!

YOU HAVE PEACE!

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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