The Setback That Setup The Comeback 

John 9:1-7

In this text we will see a setback, a setup and a comeback. The definition for setback is a check to progress, retardation or retrograde movement, or a relapse. We should all be able to identify with a relapse. Amen. A relapse is when you do something you said you wasn’t going to do anymore. I can be anything from drinking, drugging to lying & cheating.

Now a setup is defined as the way in which something is arranged or planned. Now we all have set up something or somebody. Amen. We have all planned to get back at someone before. We don’t even need to start talking about how we done set up folk. Amen

A comeback is a return to former prosperity or status. Simply to get back to where you were before the setback. Now a comeback also has another meaning to have a sharp witty reply. That’s when someone says something to you or about you and you comeback with a saying of your own. We use to call these joning. And the one who has the best last word wins. We also have all seen a sports game in which a team is losing, and in the last quarter they come back to win the game. And this is what we are talking about today, coming back from being beaten by handicaps, life, sin and Satan.

We all have experienced a setback in our lives, whether it be drinking, drugs, women, men, broken hearts, failed a test at school, lost a job and the list goes on and on. But if we all look back those setbacks we couldn’t see it then but every one of those setbacks had a comeback. Some comebacks take a little longer than others. Amen. In our scripture this man was born with his setback and now he was a grown man. Sometime we have to wait a while for our deliverance, our healing our comeback. Some of us are in here today with setbacks that we have yet to comeback from. But we want to encourage you today that you’re setback has set up your comeback. And as long as you have Jesus you’re comeback is coming.

THE SETBACK THAT SETUP THE COMEBACK 
We see here in our text where Jesus and his disciples passed by a man who had a setback. Amen. And his setback was that he was physically blind. Now I can see and I hate to imagine not being able to see. But the bible says that this man was blind from birth. 

Instead of the disciples asking Jesus to heal the blind man, they asked him a question.  

Read verse 2

The disciples just like us, thought that this man’s suffering was due to his or his parents sin. I’m so glad I don’t have to suffer for what my parents did. Amen and I am even more excited about the fact that my children don’t have to suffer for what I’ve done. I don’t know what all momma and daddy did. But I know what rev. Ross has done. And it hasn’t all been good. 

We say to ourselves when folk suffer a long time before they die. Well they just paying for something they did in life. But that’s not so.  Like the disciples we are real interested in other folk’s sin, but when it comes to what we are doing, we don’t want to talk. We say they need to stop this and that, when we are doing wrong ourselves. God said how can you see to get the mote out of your brother’s eye when you have a beam in thine own eye.

My bible says that we must suffer because Christ also suffered. Amen. We know that Jesus suffered many things on his way to the cross, but he never did nothing but help folk. Amen we all have a cross to bear and when we have setbacks and have to suffer we are just bearing our cross. 

Read verse 3

Jesus told them that his setback was not anyone’s fault.  A lot of our setbacks are for God’s glory. God so wants to move in our lives that others may see him manifest himself, not for our sakes but for his name’s sake. But so many of us when we comeback from a setback we still don’t give God the glory. We have gotten to where we don’t even want to testify to what God has done for us. The bible says let the redeemed of the Lord say so. Folk don’t think God is still blessing because won’t nobody testify to the goodness of God. 

This man setback was a setup by God that was not only to show the disciples but also to show us that God has all power and to increase our faith in God. Let’s keep in mind that the disciples had seen Jesus heal the sick before, but unlike this healing the other sicknesses were not from birth, they were sickness that had come upon the folk in their lifetime. 

Read verse 4

Jesus is letting us know that we must do the work of the Lord while we have time. For a day will come when we can no longer work. Some may think Jesus is talking about working from sun up to sun down. But we all know folk who have night jobs and sleep in the daytime. Amen. But he is really telling us that when he comes back, there will be no need for Pastor Johnson to preach, there will be no need for me to teach bible study, and there will be no need for the deacons and the mission society to visit the sick and shut-in. The time for working in God’s vineyard will be over. That’s the night He’s talking about.

A lot of us are not even doing anything for God, we just come to church on Sunday and thinks that’s all is required. That’s why God said the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. They say this road we travel is a straight and narrow one and every now and then you pass a traveler. Everybody that says Lord, Lord is not going to make it in. That’s what the word of God says, not Rev. Ross.

Read verse 5

Jesus said that as long as he was in the world there was light. As long as we have Jesus we have hope. Now when Jesus left he told us that we were now the light of the world. Amen. He said, will a man light a candle and put it under a bushel or cover it up? Now we all are God’s candles, and candles were made to give light. But in today’s time we have candles in our homes that are just decoration. We never light nor do we intend to light them, they just look nice. And that’s how a lot of us are today; we just look nice we are not on fire for God. We are not letting our lights shine so men can see.

Read verse 7

Jesus told him to go wash in the pool. We find in the bible a lot of times when he healed folk, but before they were healed, he told them to do something. Now what he told them to do was not what healed them but he done this to test their faith and obedience. God can heal us instantly but sometimes we have not come back from out setbacks because we have not been obedient to what God told us to do. Also some of us have not comeback because we have no faith in God and without faith it is impossible to please God. Amen.

I hope he doesn’t mind me using him. But Christopher cut my hair yesterday and as God was giving me this message. He used Christopher. He said he failed his barber’s test for his license the first time. But that setback was just a setup for a comeback. And he passed his test this pass week and now he has a testimony. 

A lot of folk let one little setback stop them from doing a lot of things. We want everything to be easy. Folk let little setbacks stop them from working in the church, they even let them stop them form coming to church. But that’s why God says this race is not given to the swift or the strong but to he who endures to the end. A lot of folk who got setback, but did not come back to God are not going to make it.

Closing:

In the beginning when God created man, Satan came and setback man. But what he did not know is that God already knew, from the foundation of the world what was going to happen. And he had his son setup to comeback and redeem man. You see Satan set us back, God set it up and Jesus brought us back. 

I believe the prodigal son will witness that a setback is a setup for a comeback. I believe Job will witness that a setback is a setup for a come back. I believe the three Hebrew boys will witness that a setback is a setup for a comeback. I believe Daniel will witness that a setback is just a setup for a comeback. And when Jesus died on the cross many counted it as a setback, but all it did was setup the comeback. For we know on the third day morning we rose from the grave with all power in his hand. Even when we die it’s just a setback for when Jesus comes back we all will be resurrected and a resurrection is nothing but a comeback. So when trials and tribulations come remember that you setbacks are just setup for you to make a comeback.

THE SETBACK THAT SETUP THE COMEBACK
GOD BLESS YOU

We thank God for his word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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