 The Street Called Straight 

Acts 9:1-16 

(Key verse 11)
In this text today we are going to look at the conversion of Saul latter to be known as Paul. We will also visit the idea of being on a crooked road versus being on a straight road.
The dictionary says that crooked means bent from the straight form, not straightforward, dishonest, or perverted. Now straight means not crooked free from curvature, honest, trustworthy, and virtuous.

Carpenters have a tool call a plumb line. To plumb something means to line it up. Amen. Yet so many of us don’t want to line up with God, we want God to line up with us. But we are crooked and God is straight. That’s like oil and water they don’t mix.
Verse 1 & 2 shows us how Saul was on that crooked road.

Read verses 1 & 2

The bible says Saul was threatening to slaughter the Christians. It evens states that he was breathing out threatenings and slaughter. Saul was not saying things under his breath, he was not whispering these threats, he was boasting that all may hear. We know how we get when someone has made us upset. We know how we can curse folk out when we get mad. Folk had to hold us to keep us from lighting in on someone. We’ve been there and done that. (Yet, sometimes we were glad they were holding us back)
Saul was definitely on a crooked street. And on this crooked street to Damascus something happened.

Read verse 3

The bible makes it clear here that this light is God and not the sun. it states that a light from heaven shined round and about him. And this light from heaven was Jesus, for we know that Jesus is the light. Amen In the beginning God said first let there be light and it was. Another thing about this light is it shined round and about him. It did not just expose his face it exposed everything about Saul.
In this light Saul was then able to see his one faults, because up to this time Saul thought he was doing right by persecuting the Christians. Yet this light exposed him. The bible teaches us that what’s done in the dark comes to the light. 

Like he did Saul he does us today. You see when God exposes your gambling problem you have that’s the light shining round and about you on that crooked road. When God exposes your adultery and fornication, that’s the light shining round and about you on that crooked road. When God exposes that lie you told, that’s that light. 

Now just like Saul God exposes us so that we can get of that crooked street and get on the street called straight.

Read verse 4

The key point in this verse is he fell to the earth. God did not knock him down, but he fell. Saul humbled himself before the Lord. And that’s a lot of our problems today we don’t want to fall to the earth, we don’t want to humble ourselves to God or anybody else for that matter. Saul could not get on that street called straight until he first realized he was on the street called crooked.

Satan has many of us blinded so that we think we are going straight when we are really in a deep curve. You see you have to slow down in a curve. Amen. Think about it hardly anyone likes to drive on a curvy road. Some of us would rather go through Wheatley to get to Brinkley than drive all those curves through Garrett grove. Amen. We were taught in school that the shortest distance between two points is a straight line.

THE STREET CALLED STRAIGHT

In verse 4 Jesus ask Saul a question. He says why persecutest thou me? You see Saul thought he was just persecuting some folk that had a religion. And sometimes we think when we mistreat folk we are just mistreating them. Yet when you talk about me you are also talking about my wife Amen. When you talk about a child of God, you’re talking about Jesus, and when you talk about Jesus you’re talking about God the Father. Jesus said what you do to the least you do to me. We have to be careful you we talk about and mistreat. I‘ve seen a lot of fight start over I heard you was talking about my momma.
It’s not just folk in the world that persecutes Jesus we as Christians do as well. When we say we are Christians and we live our lives as folk in the world, we are persecuting Jesus. If we are hypocrites and say one thing and do another we are persecuting Jesus. We cause the word of God to be of no effect, because folk are watching what we do more than what we say.

I wonder if Jesus was to ask us the same question he asked Saul. What would we say? If Jesus was to ask us why we commit adultery, why we lie, cheat and gossip, why we hate our brothers and our sisters, why we don’t go to church, why we don’t honor our mothers and our fathers.
I imagine many of us will do just like our children do when we ask them why they did something so stupid. We would just hunch our shoulders and say I don’t know. Some of us will say the devil made me do it. But how many know that Satan can’t make you do anything you don’t want to.

We also note in this verse that Jesus called Saul’s name twice. He says Saul, Saul. As to make sure he knows who he is speaking to. A lot of times God will be calling our name, when the preacher is preaching. Yet we still be looking around pointing out who God is talking to. I remember one time God called my name twice. He said Keith, Keith the problem with your marriage is not Donita its you. And today God is saying brother, brother sister, sister you don’t need to make more money you just need to spend it more wisely. You don’t need another care you just need to maintain the one you have. God is saying get off that crooked street and get the street called straight.
Read verse 5

Some may ask what is a prick. A prick is something that is sharp, God’s will is a prick, God’s word is a prick and it is hard to kick against something sharp. If you kick against a knife the knife is not going to be hurt but you will get cut up. That’s why every time we kick against God’s will and his word we get hurt. I’m a witness you can’t fight against God and win. When you get tired of getting your butt whooped you sit down and behave. 

Read verses 6 & 7

The men with Saul could not see the vision that he did, yet they heard a voice. There are many that can’t see the vision God gave me for this ministry. Yet I don’t fault them because God showed me the vision and not them. Just like I can’t see their vision. But we can’t be concerned about other folk’s vision. Yet so many times we get all in other folks business. But the bibles tells us that if we took the time to mind our own affairs we would not have time to bother with anyone else’s. When you are in my Kool-aid, your Kool-aid is not being stirred. 
THE STREET CALLED STRAIGHT
Now we see here that Paul is being led because he has been blinded by the light. Saul still arrives in Damascus, but his plans have been changed by God. There is a saying you know where you have been but we don’t know where we are going. Saul is on his ways to the street called straight, but the key point is he is being led. And that’s why it is so important that we as Christians continue to lead folk to Christ. We must continue to stay on them about that sin they are mixed up in. We must continue to invite them to church we don’t think they will come anyhow. I would have never found this street called straight if someone hadn’t led me. 
Read verses 9, 10 & 11
We see in verse 11 that God said that Saul was praying. Sometimes we don’t pray until something happens to us. Pastor Johnson said at bible study this week that sometimes it’s hard to pray and it is. When things are going well in our lives it can be hard to pray sometime. But let trials and tribulations come, then can’t nobody beat us crying out to God. No doubt Saul wanted his eyesight back. Like so many of us, we all some want things back that we have lost in our lives. 
Read verse 12
We see that Ananias had to lay his hands on Saul for him to receive his sight. Some of us don’t believe in laying on of the hands and anointing our heads with oil. But I want you to know that there is healing in the anointing and laying of the hands. You may not believe this but, a lot of us won’t get set free, a lot of us won’t get our sight until the man of God lays his hands on us.

Read verses 13 & 14
Like Ananias some of us can’t get by the past reputations folk had in their past. Most folk that know me know that I was a drug addict.  Ananias knew what Saul was about and thought surely you can’t mean this man. We a tendency to want forgiveness yet we don’t want to forgive. Yet there is no sin too dirty that the blood of Jesus can’t clean. Amen. Saul was a murderer yet he became the biggest author in the bible.
God wants you to know today that there is nothing that you have done on that crooked street that he can’t straighten out.

Read verse 15
But God had a sermon with Saul’s name on it. He told Ananias to be quiet and go thy way. He said is a chosen vessel. Some may say that it don’t make any sense for God to call a crack head to preach. It don’t make any sense for God to use a wife beater to be a marriage counselor. But sometimes you can’t lead anybody out of something if you haven’t first been there yourself. 

Sometime we want to say whom God has called and who he hasn't called. Yet that is God’s business and just like he told Ananias God is got a message with my name on it. You go on down there to New Faith Community Bible Church. He’s my chosen vessel.

Read verse 16
Saul was on the street called straight, but before he could walk down the street called straight his eyes had to be opened. Just like so many of us we are blind. Like Saul we are on the street called straight, we are going to church on Sundays yet we can’t walk like a Christian, because we are still blind to some spiritual truths.
Jesus died so you would not have to travel that crooked street headed to a burning hell. When he died he paved the street called straight, and this street leads straight to heaven.

We thank God for his word and may he continue to bless us all.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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