          Text: 
John 8:31 & 32
      Subject: 
The Truth, The Whole Truth And Nothing But The Truth
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters, we will look at the importance of the truth. We will see what the truth is and what the truth does for us as Christians. And lastly we will distinguish between, The Truth, The Whole Truth and Nothing But The Truth.

Introduction:
 The truth is something that often times escapes us. Many times the truth passes us by because we are not looking for it. There was a time in my life when I would rather hear a lie than the truth. Even when I knew it was a lie, I still wanted to hear it. I used to love to hear that I wasn’t a drug addict; I wasn’t a real drug addict because I just got high on the weekend when I got paid. But deep down in myself I knew I was a drug addict. And many of us have done the same if we would be honest with ourselves. We have asks a friends opinion, already knowing the truth, but wanting to hear a lie.


The bible calls those that tell you what you want to hear soothsayers. For what they say is soothing to the ears. Soothsayers have messed a bunch of folk up. Soothsayers have had folk doing stuff they know they shouldn’t do. Soothsayers have gotten a lot of folk beat up. “Man you can take him” “ she can’t whoop you” Oh yes they could and they did.


Those of us, who watched Sanford and Son, know that Esther always toted her bible and often times told Fred that the truth shall set you free. And I must witness that the truth is what sets us free from whatever has us bound. I first had to tell Keith the truth about my drug problem. And after I told the truth, when I stopped lying to myself I was set free. And whom the Son sets free is free indeed. Many are still caught up in sin because they have not told the truth, so the truth might make them free.

I.
What is the Truth? (John 5:32-33)!
John 5:32-33 There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 
These verses speak of John the Baptist who is known as the forerunner of Christ. And verse 33 says that he bare witness to the truth. So this let’s us know that Jesus is the truth. 

We understand that the word of God is the truth. And John 1:1 tells us that In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. We also know that Jesus is the word, Amen. So if the word of God is the truth and Jesus is the word. Then we must come to the conclusion that to know Jesus is to know the truth. For Jesus said himself in John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
So when folk say they know the truth, and then our response should be, so you know Jesus. For have discovered that it is impossible to know the truth without Jesus Christ. In fact when need Christ to tell the truth, I know for myself that here recently, if it had not been for Christ in me, I would have lied in the flesh. We were not born with the desire to tell…

The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth 
But because we have been born again, we now desire to tell the truth.

II.
What is the Whole Truth?

For something to be whole means to be complete or full. Sometimes we will tell the truth but we tell a half-truth. Anybody ever told the part of the story that made you look good. But if we had told the whole story, we would have been in the wrong.

We hear the phrase “The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth” in court proceedings. When a person takes the witness stand to testify. Some courts still make you place your hand on the bible to take this oath. But we know that many would still lie because it’s not what you put your hands on, that makes us tell the truth. But its what puts its hands on us that make the truth be told. Many folk have places the hands on the bible taken the oath and still told a lie.

I asked myself why does this oath have the word truth in it three times. And it dawned on me that some of us are hard of hearing, and some of us have an attention disorder. So by saying “The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth” allows us the opportunity to fully understand the truth is what really needs to come forth. Not some of the truth and not half the truth. 

There are many innocent folk in jail today because the truth did not come out. Yet every body who is in jail justly are locked up because the truth came out. So what we must understand is that the truth is powerful.

We know that the truth is the word of God and the word is like a double-edged sword. Meaning it cuts going and coming. I believe the disciples would witness to this for often times they found themselves in trouble, because they were telling the truth. John the Baptist was killed for telling the truth. Paul and Silas was imprisoned, Stephen was the first deacon to me killed for the Truths’ sake. And the list goes on and on. So yes there are consequences to telling The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth.  

 I don’t know about you, but I am going to tell it. I heard my good friend Pastor King say, If I’ll tell the truth on me; you know I’ll tell the truth on you.

We have talked about the Truth and we have talked about the Whole Truth

III.
 Now let’s talk about Nothing But The Truth.  (Read v. 32)!
To tell the truth is good, to tell the whole truth is even better, but to tell nothing but the truth puts you in realm of truth that many have not reached. 

In order to tell nothing but the truth, we first have to know the truth. And we have already established that Jesus is the truth. Then when we come into the knowledge of the Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit. Now we have moved from the Truth to the Whole Truth. Now to tell nothing but the truth means I telling the gospel of Jesus Christ. How He was born of a Virgin, walked the earth for 33 years, healed the sick, raised the dead and fed the hungry. How he was crucified for your sins and mine. How He died that we might live. Was laid in a borrowed tomb. And early the third day morning rose from the grave. And shortly thereafter ascended into heaven, where he know sits on the right hand of the father, interceding on our behalf. 

The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth
Conclusion: 
And as I close today, let us remember what telling the Truth is the call to us as Christians. And knowing the bible is not the end of the truth. For many folk know the letter, but still don’t know the truth. Timothy said in 2 Timothy 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Meaning many study the word, but they don’t know Jesus. The Scribes and Pharisees knew the scriptures, but because they did not know Jesus, hence they did not know the truth. And Jesus is the truth. And if you don’t know the Son, then you can’t know the Father. For Jesus said if you know me then you know Him who sent me, for we are one.

And half the truth does not help those that are lost in the world. Many folk are still lost in the world because they have not been told…

The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth
So when we leave this place let us remember that Jesus is the TRUTH, the Father, the Son and The Holy Spirit is the WHOLE TRUTH, and the gospel of Jesus Christ is NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH.

      The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing But The Truth
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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