          Text: 
Genesis 22:1-18
      Subject: 
To Get Something You Have Never Had, 

You Have To Do Something You Have Never Done

   Objective:  In this text, we will look at how Abraham had to do something different or outside of the norm as a test of his faith. And we too are sometimes required of God to do something we have never done to receive something we have never had. We cannot do the same old things and expect a different result.

Introduction:
 We see here that in essence God is testing Abraham. And we must understand the reason God tests us. My mind falls on Job whom God allowed Satan to afflict him not that he might suffer, but that through Job, Satan would be humiliated and that God would be glorified.

Here Abraham is given instruction from God in order to test his measure of Faith. The bible says we go from faith to faith and glory to glory, so this let’s me know that my faith ought to increase as times goes by.

When God told Abraham to leave his father’s house and go to a land I will show you, Abraham went. When God told Abraham he would have a son in his old age, Abraham laughed at first, but then He believed God for his son. Now here is God again, in essence telling Abraham to kill his son. And again Abraham sets out to do the will of God. In fact the scripture says he arose early the next morning. I wasn’t there but I imagine Abraham did not sleep very well the night before. God had instructed him to kill his son, whom no doubt he loved.

But God does not want anyone to come between you and Him. Abraham showed God that He loved Him more than his father when He left his father’s house to set out for a land he knew not. Now it was time to see if Abraham loved God more than his son. 

Some may say that for God to ask someone to kill his son is crazy. For we know that God himself forbids murder. But God says his ways are not our ways, or His thoughts our thoughts. This lets me know that if God tells me to slap my wife. I am going to have to do it. I’m pretty sure that just like in this passage, that the moment I draw back to slap Sis. Ross. An angel will grab my hand and say, man you better not slap that woman.

I have never slapped my wife, but in order To Get Something We Have Never Had, We Sometimes Have To Do Something We Have Never Done.
God will sometimes ask us to give up someone to gain someone. He will take our jobs, our cars and our homes to see where our faith really lies.

I.
Let’s look at Abraham’s obedience. (Read v. 3)!
All the blessings that Abraham had gained, had been according to his obedience to God’s will. If you go back a few chapters you will find that every time Abraham done something he had never done, he got something he never had. We hear it all the time that obedience is better than sacrifice and it’s true. For God did not want Isaac to be sacrificed, God simply wanted Abraham to be obedient. If sacrifice were better than sacrifice, the God would have allowed Isaac to be killed and given for a burnt offering.

Abraham’s obedience to God surpasses natural understanding. This is why we must have a supernatural faith. Natural faith is when we have faith in things we can see. We have natural faith in our parents, our jobs, our money, etc. It doesn’t take faith to write a check when the money is in the bank. But when the bank account is empty we write that check on faith. 

But supernatural faith is that which you cannot see or understand; yet you believe. Think about it, if God instructed you to kill your child? What would you do? Remember Abraham left the very next morning to do what God had told him.

Some of us would have thought about it for a week or two. Then we would have called the psychic hotline, and then we might have talked to our pastor about it. We would have searched high and low for someone to tell us not to do it. But Abraham did not contemplate or even meditate on his decision. And I have found out that when God tells you to do something, it’s best to do like Abraham and get an early start and take care of business. Because the more we think on a matter, the more chances we allow Satan to get in and sway us from doing the right thing. I remember times I have thought about a situation so long until I forgot what the real issue really was.

If Abraham had consulted someone else, he probably would not have did what God had instructed and thus blocked his blessing. Many times we are not worthy to receive what God has for us because we are disobedient to the will of God. I have tapped into this thing that Abraham had. Like Abraham I have come to the conclusion that what God says is far more important than what anyone else has to say.

II.
Abraham passed the test (Read v. 12 & 13)!
In verse 12 God says now I know that thou fearest God, seest that thou hast not withheld thy only son. And in verse 13 we  see that God did just as Abraham had told Isaac. That God would provide for himself a sacrifice. Which ties to the fact that we can speak and cause those things to be that are not. Also by God providing the ram in the bush for the sacrifice is just a precursor for what God would do through his only Son Jesus Christ. 

Because God said it, we know that Abraham feared God. And fear is an action word. How we live is evidence of whom we fear, if we fear God then we lead good Christian lives. Those who fear the bosses, make sure they are at work on time and doing whatever their boss says, in the event of keeping their jobs. Children do what their parents say because they fear them and what they can do to them. I feared both mom and dad, but I had little more fear of Dad, because his hand was lot heavier than momma’s hand. And this how we must think of God as having the heaviest hand, and I would rather have you mad at me, than God.

 Fear by itself is not good, for God said in 2 Timothy 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. But the fear of God is good and is necessary to be obedient to God. Abraham feared God, which in turn made him obey God, and Genesis 15:6 says And Abraham believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.

Because Abraham had done what was required now God is ready to do what is required of him, and that is to keep his promise. I am so glad that God is not a man that He should lie. We need to understand that God has promised all of us things, but we must be obedient to receive them. Some blessings just flow, for we know that God rains on the just as well as the unjust. But some blessings are conditional, which means we have to do something in order to receive them. New faith is a blessing from God, but I had To Do Something I Had Never Done, To Get Something I Never Had.
III.
  Abraham received something he never had for obedience (Read v. 14-18)!
God told Abraham v. 17, In blessing I will bless the, In multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven. We must understand that God keeps his promises and we are part of the promise that God gave to Abraham. (Read v. 18) We must understand that we are a promised blessing through Abraham. 

Abraham was not tested by God again, and this let’s me know that one of Abraham’s blessings was a peace of mind. And I can identify with this scripture because, because of my obedience to God, I have a peace that surpasses all understanding. I don’t know about you but I haven’t always had a peace of mind. I have always had a peace of a job, I have always had a piece of a car and a little piece of money. But to have peace of mind to be able to sleep when the storms of life are raging is priceless. Piece has a price, but it’s worth every dime.

But in order To Get Something I Never Had, I Had To Do Something I Never Done. I had to stop drinking and drugging. I had to stop lying and cheating. I had to obey God even when it did not make sense to me. 
Conclusion: 
And as I close today, let us be anxious to do that which we have never done, in anticipation of receiving that which we have never had. 


And remember that Jesus gave His Life on Calvary, that we might received that which had been stolen from us by sin. And that is the right to the tree of life. When Jesus Christ died for sins and rose on the third day morning, He Did Something He Had Never Done, So We Could Receive Something We Never Had.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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