Text: Haggai 1:2-11
Subject: We are Holy, But It Is Not The Ghost
Objective: In this text we will look at how sometimes we as Christians claim to be Holy, yet this Holy is not of God we are only full of holes.
Introduction: This scripture deals with the children of Israel putting off building the house of God to take care of their own houses. This travesty is still going on today; we take much care in our own homes while the house of God lies waste. Our homes are spick and span yet the church us filthy. Our homes are adorned with home interior on every wall, yet the only thing on the walls of the church is dust and spider webs. This scripture will show us how neglecting God’s work will cause us to be full of holes, yet empty when it comes to the Holy Spirit.
What does it mean to be Holy? To be Holy simply means to be set apart for God. When something is set apart for God, can’t anything go on or go in. I’m told that this building us to be a car dealership years ago. It was also a dollar store and a furniture store. But now this building is Holy ground, why because we have set it apart for God. Therefore we must be mindful of what we do and say in this place. When God spoke to Moses at the burning bush, he told him to take off his sandals because this is Holy ground which he stands on. And when we come to church on Sunday morning we need to do the same thing, we need to take off all that mess we know don’t belong in the house of God.
First,

I. We must make God’s will our top priority (Read v. 2)
A. To do this our Agenda’s must become second rate
Here the people were saying, it is not time to build God’s house. We do the same thing, the preacher tells us what thus says the Lord and we tell him he needs to wait. How can we tell God it’s not time to do something he said do? Like us the people in this scripture had other things they felt was more important. They wanted to build and adorn their own houses. The prophet asked them a question in verse 4. (Read v. 4) He said it is not time to build the house of God, but it is time to build your house. 
B. We must decrease for God to give the increase
At birth we are programmed to take care of me first. But when we are born again our way of thinking should change. We should go from trying to please ourselves to trying to please God. There is a saying, “You putting the cart before the horse”, when you do this you are going nowhere. The cart can’t pull the horse. When we do not decrease God can’t give the increase. John the Baptist had sense enough to know that he had to die so that Christ could take over and bring life. We as Christians have to die so that Christ can take over in our lives. In other words we have to submit to his will and not our own.
C. Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God.
The children of Israel had it backwards as well. They thought if they took care of themselves then they would eventually have plenty to build the house of God. They had plans to build the house but only when they were all settled in and comfortable. If they would have just taken care of God’s house first, their houses would have been done faster than they could have imagined. When we do not do the will of God, we hinder our own efforts. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all other things shall be added unto you. You won’t even have to work for that car if you just do the will of the Lord, I’m a witness, you won’t even have to look for a job if you just do the will of the Lord, and He will drop one in your lap.
II. We must measure the success of our Agenda’s
A. God said to them consider your ways (Read v. 5-7)
God is saying to us consider your ways, consider how you are prospering. Consider how you work overtime and still can’t pay the bills. Consider how you just can’t seem to have any peace in your home, oh the house is beautiful candles are burning sweet aromas, pantry full of food, yet you and your family stay into it. Consider your way of handling things. He told them to see how much you plant yet the harvest is little. You got plenty of drink but you are not filled, you are clothed yet still cold and you put your money in a bag with holes. 
WE ARE HOLY BUT IT IS NOT THE GHOST!!!

B. We must ask ourselves, Where is all my time and money going?
We too put our money in a bag with holes. We work desperately for money only to in turn just give it to the bill collector’s. We don’t have any left to splurge and spend on ourselves how we would like. Who is really benefiting from my time and money? Is God the benefactor or is the world the benefactor.
C. We must also asks ourselves, Is my plan working for me?
In this scripture God closed up the heavens and the sun brought drought to the land, because the children of Israel had their own plan and forgot about God’s plan. We first have to come to the conclusion that our plan is not working before we can change plans. I had to realize that my way wasn’t working, the more I worked the further behind I got, why, because it was my plan and not God’s. But as soon as I got the picture and changed plans, God began to move in my home, he began to move in my marriage. I did not know what a gift I had in my wife until I changed plans.
Lastly,
III. We must fill those holes in our plan
A. First, look for your holes
When every time you get a couple of dollars you run down to the casino, that’s a hole. When you get paid on Friday you run to the store and forget about your tithes, that’s a hole. When every time you turn around so and so need this and so and so need that, that might be a hole. God won’t bless us because he knows we are bags full of holes.
WE ARE HOLY BUT IT IS NOT THE GHOST!!!

B. When we find our holes, we must plug them up
Jesus will plug every hole you got if you let him in. He is the master builder. We want to say I will plug my own holes. But I want to serve notice on you today, you can’t plug them. All we can do is identify our holes, God has to plug them. We say tom ourselves I’m going to stop going to the casino before I come back to church. I’m a stop drinking and drugging before I come back. A lot of folk are not going to make it back, because they are trying to plug their own holes.
C. Let us plug our holes by changing plans and coming back to God (Read v. 8)
God told them if they would just get back on track he would set things back in order. Most of the time we are our own worst enemy. God is simply waiting for us to do the right thing so that he can bless us, but we won’t repent of our sins. God told them to go up to the mountain and bring wood to build his house and he would take pleasure in it. He said go up to the mountain, most of the time we want to go down in the valley to build up the house of God. It’s easier to go down in the valley than it is to go up to the mountain. We buy expensive stuff for our homes, but when it comes to the church we find the cheapest thing we can, and say that will do. God wants us to go to the store and bring something to the church that we would want in our homes. We want to give God cheap gifts but we want an expensive blessing. We need to consider our ways. What you reap is what you sow. Want a big house give God something big. 
Conclusion: We must examine ourselves for Holiness, for we all are Holy, but it may not be the ghost. We all have holes in our lives, the only question is, are we letting God plug our holes or are we trying to plug them ourselves. To be Holy is to be set apart for God and if you are not doing the will of God, then you are like a bag full of holes, and God won’t send his blessings because many of us are like a bad refrigerator we can’t keep anything.
We once again thank God for his word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross 
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