          Text: 
John 15:18-25
      Subject: 
What Cause Do You Have?
   Objective: 
In this text today we have a two-fold message. On the one hand we will examine the cause of the world to hate Christianity. And on the other hand we will look at the cause of those who are in the church. And I say church because everybody that in the church is not in the body of Christ. And so often time we are so busy doing outreach that we tend to look over the need to do in reach. The church is suffering because once folk come in and take the seat we stop reaching for them. 

The woman that lost the coin lost it on the inside of the house. So therefore she had no reason to go outside and sweep, because the lost coin was in the house. And we also have many lost coins inside the house of God.

Introduction:
 What Cause Do You Have? We want to focus on the word you because God said let a man examine himself. And we must understand that we all have a cause within the church. Now every bodies cause it not necessarily a good cause, nether the less they have a cause. Even Judas Iscariot had a cause. We know that Judas betrayed Jesus, yet Jesus still called him Friend. And we still Judas’s in the church today. And the reason Christ called Judas his friend was because he knew Judas’s cause. And I have grown in Christ so, that once I know you, I’m all right with you. Even though you betray me, I can still love you and call you friend because I know what your cause. 


A little while ago a friend and I was talking and he said that at his church there is one, that no matter what he does in the church they have a problem with it. They always got something negative to say about a good work. And I told him in uncertain terms that’s is their cause. If Christ had devils amongst Him, don’t you think we have devils amongst us here today? 


Regardless of what our last names are we all have some “Tate” in us. Whether it is Ross, Johnson, King, etc. we all have some “Tate” in us. Well what do you mean we all have some “Tate” in us? 

Within the church we have “Dictate” We all know “Dick”, dictate is not going to do anything, but they will make sure everybody else has something to do in the church. 

Then we have “Rotate” and “Rotate” wants to turn everything around, rotate wants to change everything. Now some stuff needs changing, but we can’t change everything in the church. That saying that there is no good in the church.

Then here comes “Agitate” and agitate just stirs up mess in the church. And once agitate gets started here comes “Irritate” to help them out. We have a lot of agitators and irritators in the church. Amen

And we certainly can’t forget about “Imitate”, we all know Emma, Emma won’t do anything until they see someone else do it. They did not want to sing until you sang. They did not want to put on a program until they saw you put on a program.

And always at the back of the church is ole “Hesitate” Hesitate can’t get to the front of the church because he is not sure of anything. “Hesitate” is not fully persuaded. “I don’t know about that pastor, we need to wait on that”. While we are waiting God is looking for someone else to carry out the mission. God can’t use “Hesitate”; God wants someone who will just say, “Yes Lord”.

And now we thank God for “Meditate”. After the rest of the “Tate” family has torn up the church. “Meditate” comes with prayer and supplication and sets the house back in order. “Meditate,” says, God give “Dictate” something to do so they can leave me alone. God shake up “Agitate” and “Irritate”, so they can see themselves and line up with the cause of the church. Lord change “Rotate” so they can stop trying to change everything and everybody. Give “Imitate” a song so they can stop messing up everybody else’s. Lord light a fire under “Hesitate" so they can catch up with everybody else. Thank God for “Meditate”. If we had more mediation within the church, the church wouldn’t be as messed up as it is. We pray for everything but the church.

What Cause Do You Have?

Now let’s look at the cause of the world. In this text Christ says that they hated him without cause. And many times we dislike folk for no reason at all. We sometimes don’t associate with certain people because our friends don’t. And the person has not done anything to us for us to dislike them. This puts us in line with the text; In fact we hate some folk without cause. Jesus did not do anything to those who hated Him, but love them.

(Read. v. 18)!

Here Jesus is encouraging the disciplines as he sends them out into the world. Jesus is letting them know that folk are going to hate you and do all manner of evil against you for my sakes, but remember that they hated me first. 

(Read v. 19)!

The body of Christ is going to have to come to grips with the fact that we are not going to get any love from the world. The only way to get love from the world is to be a part of the world. The scripture clearly states, “If you were of the world, the world would love you”. All the love we really need is in the body of Christ. Once we have been added to the body, we really don’t need momma and daddy to love us anymore. Once I got the love of Jesus, the love my wife gives me is just a bonus. And the only way we can truly love one another is to have the love of Christ.

(Read v. 20)!

We must understand the Jesus preached to many, yet the majority did not accept Him or His teachings. Therefore when we preach and proclaim the gospel we should not get discouraged when folk don’t turn form their wickedness. If Christ did not reach everyone so neither can we. It would be foolish of me to think that I can reach everybody in this place today. Amen. Verse 20 says that the servant is not greater that his master. So if my master did not reach everybody, then how can I. 

Christ also said He came to find that which was lost. In ministry we must understand that there are those who are lost and don’t know they are lost. And these are the ones who we have been sent in the hedges to find. But some, who are lost, know they are lost and choose to walk in the world. And there is nothing we can say or do to change that, they have made their choice to be lost.

(Read v. 21)!

At the end of verse 21 Jesus says something that we must understand in the body of Christ. He said, “They know not Him that sent me”. In order to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, one first must believe that God is. So if folk don’t believe that there is a God, then how can they believe in the Son of God? And in like manner, those who don’t believe the Son can’t believe us. 

We were sent by the Son and the Son was sent by the Father. So if they don’t know God, then they can’t know the Son, and if they don’t know the Son, then we cannot expect them to know us.

(Read v. 22)!

The main reason that the world hated Jesus was because he exposed the world for what it was, and that’s sinful. If Jesus had not came the world would not have been put in subjection and would not have had to make a choice. When we preach the gospel it uncovers our sin. And we don’t like for our cover to be blown. In my short journey I have discovered that Jesus had to show me how dirty I was, before I could ask him to clean me up. If I am not convinced I need a bath, then I don’t need soap or water.

If the Lord had not have sent someone my way to show me my sins then I would still be lost in a world of sin. But because that person had a cause to come to me, I know have a cause to preach the gospel in here today.

What Cause Do You Have?
We tend to get upset when we are uncloaked; there are some folk who hate me today because God used me to take off the covers. But Jesus told us to remember that they hated Him first. Someone is being uncloaked today, and now you have the choice to love Christ or hate Him. But whatever cause you take it is your choice. These are not my words God said it first. I’m just repeating His words.

(Read v. 23)!

Until we understand what unity is, we will miss the true cause of the church. Christ often mentioned that He and the Father are one. And here he tells us that those that hated Him also Hated the Father. So when we come into believing that we are many members yet one body, then we find ourselves in a mind frame to help one another, versus fighting one another. When we realize that you represent me and I represent you, then we understand why God said pray ye one for another.

We cannot hate the Pastor and love His wife. My bible says they are no longer two but one. And when we accept Christ we become one with the Son. And when people hate us, they also hate Him who sent us.

(Read v. 24)!

The works that Christ performed showed the world that He was sent of God. There was no denying the power of God working through Christ. The world recognizes the power of God, but they did not agree with the cause. They did not mind Jesus working miracles; they just did not want him telling them they had to change their lives.

Folk can recognize the anointing in your life; they can even acknowledge the power of God through you. And as long as you are preaching prosperity and Jesus loves me, you are all right with them. But as soon as you tell them about themselves, you become hated like the Christ who sent you.

We must be careful when we claim to be Christians, for when we do this, we invite the persecution of the world. And the cause of the world is to persecute us for His name’s sake.

(Read v. 25)!
If God said it would happen, then record shows that it will come to pass. And when we get to the conclusion of the matter. The world truly hates Christ without cause. Christ gave His life that a dark world would have light. He loved the world yet the world hated Him.

We as parents identify with Christ. For when our children were hungry, we fed them. When they were thirsty, Kool-aid was in the refrigerator. When they needed clothes we put clothes on their back. And when they hate us, they hate us without cause. For all we have done was shown them love. Yet they hate us without cause.

Conclusion: 
And as I close today, let us remember that we all have a cause in the church. And the sooner we start working together, the better off we will all be. 


And I’m so glad that my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ had a cause. And His cause was to set me free from the sin that was killing my soul. 

And for the record, when Jesus turned water to wine, He had a cause, for one day I needed turning. And He touched me with a finger of Love and I too was changed from water into wine.

When He healed the sick, He had a cause. For one day somebody in here needed a healing.

When He raised the dead He had a cause. When he fed the five thousand He had a cause. For one day I got hungry and Jesus fed me.

When they beat Him, He had a cause, For by His stripes I am healed. He was bruised for my iniquities.

When He carried the cross, He had a cause. For He carried the sins of the world on His shoulder.

When they lifted Him up, He had a cause. For the He said I be lifted up, I’ll draw all men unto me.

When he shed His blood, He had a cause. For God said without the shed of blood there is no remission of sin.

When he gave up the ghost, He had a cause. For when He died, the old man in me died as well.

When He laid in the grave, He had a cause. The scriptures had to be fulfilled that on the third day morning, not the second and not the fourth.

And when He rose on that third day morning, He had a cause. For when he got up, so did I. And I’m standing here today with a cause to preach the gospel.
And as I take my seat let us remember that we all have a cause, but the question is What Cause Do You Have?
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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