Text: 
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

      Subject: 
What God Wants For Christmas
   Objective: 
In this text and others we will examine the thought “What God Wants For Christmas” and if we search we scriptures we will find out what God wants. For Bible was written for our benefit, but if we do not use it then it cannot benefit us. Amen 
Introduction:
During the Christmas season we do our best to find out what our loved ones desire for Christmas, why because we want to get them something they need or desire. But who is trying to find out what God the Father wants from us?


We as parents ask our children what they want for Christmas, but the children rarely ask the parents what they want for Christmas. Parents give to their children year round, they feed them, cloth them, give them love and the list goes on and on. But sometimes as children we take these things for granted and we measure our parents love based on what we get for Christmas.

And we are all God’s Children. Amen And God takes care of us on a continuous basis, and so often times we take each day he gives us for granted. We constantly ask God for blessings year round, but who is asking the Lord our God what He wants?


We should rise each morning, not with a request from God, but we should ask the Lord what does He want from us on this day! Is there anything you would have for me to do today? I am a witness if your give yourself to the Lord, he will use you.

Text:  
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.


This verse encompasses what God wants from us, and that is our bodies. And God is saying give to me what belongs to me. I reminded of the time they tried to trick Jesus in a question. 

(Read Matthew 22:17-21) And Jesus told them to give Caesar what belonged to Caesar, and give God what belongs to God. And our bodies and all we have belong to God, but he has given us time to do as we please.

And time is really the only thing that belongs to us. I know we say things like my house, my car, my job, my clothes, etc. But the conclusion of the matter is everything belongs to God.

When Jesus gave His life on the cross it was to set us free from the sin that held us captive. And in this freedom we have free will. We have the choice to do what we want with our bodies. 

And life is all about choices, but again the Bible will let us know what God wants us to choose if we use it:

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:
Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

And these choices are still set before us today. Do we want a blessing or do we want a cursing. Will we serve the Lord our God, or will we serve other gods.

What God Wants For Christmas!
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, I want God to speak for himself through his word, for who better to let us know what He wants for Christmas but God himself.

(Read Romans chapter 12)

Romans 12:1-21 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

And this is: What God Wants For Christmas!

He wants us to be of good will toward all men, to be dedicated and faithful to the call He has given us. And that is to be a light to a dark and sinful world.

And is we truly want to please God, let’s give Him what He ask of us. And I leave you with this thought. ”What God Wants For Christmas”
Invitation:      If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
And Jesus is still calling us to present our bodies a living sacrifice. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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