          Text: 
Ezekiel 3:16-19 (Key verse 17)
      Subject: 
When the Watchman Sleeps
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at our responsibility to be watchman for one another. We will also look at the consequences for the watchman and those who are watched over, when the watchman sleeps.

Introduction:
We all have seen a movie, when the criminal will be breaking into building and the night watchman will make very easy, because either he is distracted by doing something other than his job or usually the night watchman is asleep. And when he does this not only does he put what he is protecting into danger, but he also puts himself in danger. For often times in the movies the watchman is the first to be killed. How can you keep something from danger when you are in danger yourself? One must first be in the Ark of safety before they can rescue anyone else.

I.
First let’s look at the Duty of the Watchman 

The watchman’s duty has never been to protect. His duty is always to sound the alarm. In the movies most night watchman don’t even carry a gun, why because they are just there to look out and sound the alarm. In ancient Israel watchmen were placed in the walls of the city to warn of on comers both good and bad. Whatever they saw coming it was their duty to sound the alarm. Whether it was the enemy of a friend, all they have to do was blow the horn. If it were an enemy the army would be dispatched and if it were a friend the welcoming committee would get the word.

(Read v. 17)!

The watchman’s job is very important, for he is the first line of defense against the enemy. If the watchman is asleep then the horn will not be blown and when you come to yourself the enemy is upon you. Like the watchman we must blow our horns when we see danger approaching. Some may say well I don’t know how to blow a horn. We do it all the time. When we are driving our automobiles and a car begins to come over on us, we immediately blow the horn. Yet the loudest horn we have is not the horns in our cars but it is our mouths. 

When a person has a dog in the yard that dog will warn them of strangers. We have a little Shidtzu and if she does not know you she will bark like she is going to tear you up. Yet she can’t hurt a fly, but what she is doing is blowing the horn. She is letting us know someone she does not know is coming. She has a different bark when she sees something or someone strange, and when I hear this bark I find myself stopping what I’m doing to see what is going on. And this is exactly what a watchman is supposed to do sound the alarm. However, its up to you whether you take heed to the warning. 

WHEN THE WATCHMAN SLEEPS

(Now that we have talked about the duties of a watchman)

II.
Now Lets’ talk about Sleep

In the bible the word sleep refers to those who are dead in Christ Jesus. We often times comfort those who have lost a loved one by telling them they are not dead they are just asleep. Commonly we define sleep to be when we lay down at night close our eyes and open them the next morning. But one does not have to have his eyes closed to be asleep. Many folk have driven off the road with their eyes wide open. (I know I have) And many of us as Christians are asleep at the wheel. We are driving down this road of Christianity with our eyes wide open, yet we are asleep. I say we are asleep because we keep running into the same old ditch we just got out of. We keep running into stuff time and time again. Sometimes I think we be looking for stuff to run into. You see every time you get into to it with someone, you just had a crash. Every time you start gossiping about somebody, you have run off the road and bumped into something you had no business.

When we are asleep we cannot see our way and that makes use essentially blind. Now if the watchman is blind, then so is everyone he is watching out for. So as the pastor of this church all you can really react to is what I warn you of. So if I am asleep then whether your eyes are open or not you are asleep as well. Now you will still be able to see what is coming, but by the time you see it, it is usually too late, when you see what is happening it is already happening to you. But by me being the watchman I am suppose to see it before it gets to you. You are still going to have to deal with it, but now you have been warned. So now you have the opportunity to prepare yourself for the situation. And the news will not always be bad. It may be that I see a blessing coming your way. And many folk miss their blessing because they are not prepared to receive it. You see you have to prepare for a blessing just like you have to prepare for a cursing. 
WHEN THE WATCHMAN SLEEPS

(Now that we have talked about the duties of a watchman and sleep)
III. Let’s talk about the consequences, When the Watchman Sleeps 

(Read v. 18)!

The first consequence of being asleep at our post is that whatever happens to those whom we are warn, we will be held accountable. You see when I go to a person to tell them they are going down the wrong road, it is not just for their sakes, but it is also for my sakes. If I let you get cut then your blood is on my hands as well. Even though I did not actually cut you I am still held responsible. Even in our judicial system, if you knew a crime was about to happen and you did nothing to stop it, then you are just as guilty as the party that committed the crime. Sometimes they call this an accomplice. 

(Read v. 19)!
Yet if you blow your horn and they do not hearken to the sound, then you have done your duty and their blood is not required of you. You see it behooves us to blow our horns. I know we don’t want to hurt anyone’s feeling, but the way I see it, if I don’t hurt your feelings then God is going to hurt mine. And I don’t mean to sound harsh in this but if somebody’s feelings are going to get hurt it’s not going to be mine. So when I come to you know why I’m coming. I’m coming because I love you, but I’m also coming because I love myself as well.

Remember the watchman's job is not to fight his job is to warn. Even when the watchman blows his horn letting us know that hurt is coming. The hurt keeps coming, but if the watchman sleeps, then they both get hurt. And it just makes sense that if hurt is going to come anyway, then why must we both get hurt. If we are both hurting then we can’t help one another. The Bibles teaches us that the strong must bear the infirmities of the weak. But if we both are weak then who is there to bear. This is why we must watch out for one another. It is not just my duty to watch out for your, it is also your duty to watch out for me. And when we sleep on the job we all suffer the consequences.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, we must keep in our minds that someone is depending on us to have their back. If I’m fighting one devil then I should not have to worry about looking out for another devil, because I have a watchman who is awake. And Parents God wants us to know that we are watchman for his children. It is our responsibility to warn them of impending danger, not always so they can avoid it, but so they can prepare to endure it, that it may not overcome them. And if we are a sleeping on the job, then God wants us to now that we will be held accountable, for every time we do not blow our horns.

WHEN THE WATCHMAN SLEEPS

INVITATION

    I’m so Glad God gave us a warning with his son Jesus Christ, God sent his only begotten son to warn us one last time, of what is required to have eternal life. When the trumpet blows when Jesus Christ returns, then it will be too late, for that horn will be blown for destruction to the world and those who have not accepted Jesus Christ. If you have not accepted him the time is now. All you have to do is believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that he died for your sins and he has risen from the grave God said you shall be saved.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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