 Who Are You With, Us or Them? 

II Kings 6:15-17

First we want to let you know that when we talk about us we don’t mean New Faith Community Bible Church or any other church. We know that we are many members yet one body in Christ. Amen. We also know that we are many separate churches yet we are still one church. When Jesus returns he is not coming back for New Faith or any other church. He is coming back for a church without a spot or blemish.

Now in this scripture we see that the Syrians have surrounded Israel. We know what it feels like to be surrounded. Maybe nobody has ever surrounded you to beat you up or attack you. But our bills, our problems, and our sickness have surrounded us all. We just did not know how we were going to make out.

Now the reason the Syrians had the Israelites surrounded was because they wanted God’s Prophet Elisha. Amen they wanted the preacher. Why? because they knew that it was the prophet Elisha that was giving the King of Israel all the information he needed to stay one step ahead of them in war. In those days the kings went to the prophets for advice on matters of great importance. And some of us still look to the man of God for advice and instruction today. Yet so many of us still lean to our own understanding. 

How many know that the knowledge of God surpasses the knowledge of men? Amen

I remember when I use to lean to my own understanding. And I woke up one day found myself surrounded by drugs, alcohol, fornication, and adultery. The enemy surrounded me, and then I realized I was one 

We have this thing called the turnip truck. There is a phrase that people say when you tell them something far fetched. They say you must think I fell of a turnip truck. You see the turnip truck travels the wrong road. And I was once on that turnip truck. But I did not fall of the turnip truck I jumped off. And I want you to know today that you don’t have to fall off the turnip truck. You don’t have to get all scared up and bruised up. You too can jump off the turnip truck. 

(Read verse 15)

In this verse we see Elisha’s servant wakes up and he saw how the Syrians had them surrounded. And like so many of us do, he panicked and he went to Elisha and asked him master how shall we do? Or in other words what we gone do? They have us surrounded. And in the back of my mind I see the servant all frantic and frightened, with his eyes buck, his heart racing. Then I see the man of God Elisha, not worried for he knows the lord was with him. You see you can sleep in the midst of the storm when your trust is in the Lord. But if your trust is in the man that built your house, Amen you better stay up.

(Read verse 16)

Who Are You With, Us or Them?

God said if I be for you, that’s more than the whole world against you. Elijah knew that God’s army outnumbered the enemies. And I want you to know today that we still outnumber the enemy today. There are more of us than there is of them. Not so much in number, but in the power of God. There is no mountain to high for us to climb. There is no enemy to powerful for us to defeat.

The enemy Satan knows that he can’t defeat you when you are in the will of God. But what he does is he blinds us to the will of God. He blinds us so that we don’t think that fornication you are caught up in is wrong. We don’t think that adultery we are caught up in is wrong. We don’t think it’s wrong to get drunk and get high. Satan defeats us by keeping us with them, and by keeping us with them he keeps us in darkness. And when you don’t Jesus you are in the dark, for Jesus is the Light of the World. Amen.

Just like I was blind and so many of us are today, so was Elisha’s servant. For he could not see the vast Army of Angels that were protecting him.

(Read verse 17)

And Elisha prayed for his servant that God would open his eyes so that he could see the protection that God had for Elisha. Elisha hated to see his servant frightened of the enemy. So he prayed for him. I so often us to find myself frightened of life’s situations. And I prayed often for those who I know are frightened for many reasons. It can be frightening to not have a job and the bills keep coming. It can be frightening when you lose a loved one. And Satan is like a dog, and dogs feed of fear. When he sees you are afraid he knows you not trusting in God and he attacks. 

But I can see Elisha’s servant shine with joy when he saw the chariots of fire round about Elisha. For he knew if Elisha was protected then so was he. And I want you to understand today that when you are in the church. The same protection that protects the preacher protects you. But you have to be with us and not them.

Now we know there are two teams in any game. Amen. And the way you tell who is on either team is by the uniform. This uniform lets the other players on the team know whom they can pass the ball to. Yet some of us got on the uniform, but we are not on the team. We wear the 3 piece suites and the nice dresses to church. We say know how and when to say Amen. We know the songs and the hymns. We play the part but we are not on the team.

Just because you got on our uniform don’t mean you are on the team. You can go to footlocker and get the jersey, the number, the shorts, the socks, and the shoes. You can even get your name put on the jersey. But because you have on the uniform don’t mean you are on the team. 

In order to be on the team you first have to come to practice. My daughter plays basketball and if she never goes to practice then she is not on the team. We want to say we are Christians yet we don’t do what Christians suppose to do. Whether you believe it or not we are at practice right now. Amen, this where we come to sharpen our skills to go out and minister to the world. So may think they are doing all they need to do by coming to church on Sunday morning.

The church is where we (Us) practice to go out in the world and play against (Them). When was the last time you witnessed to someone, when was the last time you invited someone to church, when was the last time you just did something for someone out of the goodness of your heart.

Who Are You Really With, Us or Them?

Now on this team starting out we have to ride the bench. We know what it means to ride the pine. Amen, that’s when you dress out but you don’t play in the game because you are not ready. When a player

First gets on a team they have to first learn the fundamentals. If it basketball they have to learn how to dribble the ball, then pass the ball, then shoot.

A lot of us in the church have been coming to practice for years and we still don’t have the fundamentals. Yet some of us have grown and know we can dribble the ball between our legs, we can pass the ball behind our backs, and we don’t do a lay-up anymore we do a slam dunk.

And I too had to sit on the bench for a while, but I kept coming to practice. I had to sit and learn from my pastor. I had to sit and watch him play in the game. But after seven years of going to practice, know God has let me in the game. Know I too can pass the ball behind my back; I too can dribble the ball between my legs. And I want you to know that there where times when I felt I would never amount to much, but because I kept coming to practice, God kept me on the team and I am where I am to today because of him.

If you are with (Them) I want you to know that today is a good day to join (Us).

For Jesus gave his life for (Them) as well as (Us). But the difference is they (Them) have not accepted him as their personal saviour.

We thank God for His word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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