          Text: 
I Corinthians 15:1-5
      Subject: 
Your Gospel – Your Birth, Your Life, Your Death, Your Burial And Your Resurrection!
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters on this Resurrection Sunday we will identify with the workings of Christ as Christians in our own lives. We will also come to the conclusion that if Jesus had not been raised from the dead our faith be in vain. For our victory is not in the birth, life, death or burial, but it lies in the resurrection.
Introduction:
 The first thing we must understand is that God can’t resurrect anything unless it is dead and buried. And nothing can die unless it first had life. And everything that has life had to be born. This is why Nicodemus asked Jesus can a man enter into his mother’s womb and be born again.


Jesus was birthed into this world as you and I. He has a birthday, which we call Christmas and He also had a life, which we call His ministry and he has a death, which we call the crucifixion. And praise God He also has a rebirth or resurrection, which we call Easter Sunday.


Now in the graveyards there are many head stone that mark the graves of the dead. And on these are written the name of the deceased, their birth date, a dash, which represents the length of their ministry, and finally the date in which they died. And if we were to dig beneath the ground we would find that their remains are still there. 

And one day those who had died in Christ will be resurrected according to Revelation 20:5-6  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Many great men and women of God have been born, lived, died and are still buried according to Acts 2:29  Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulcher (or grave) is with us unto this day.

Every man that has lived except Elijah and Moses has died. We know that Elijah was carried up in a whirlwind. And Moses was lead up into a mountain and died and was buried by God and God even hid Moses grave. So everyone that has died had had a witness to their death and the head stones serve as a memorial.

On Memorial Day we sometimes go out to the graveyard and visit our deceased loved one’s gravesite. And this is one reason why God hid Moses’ grave. Because God knew that the people loved Moses so, that they would not have left if they knew where his grave was.  Many folk won’t leave a church, because they buried their parents in that church. Or they remember big momma sat over there and they just can’t get themselves to leave that place.

And if God had left Jesus in the grave, the disciples probably wouldn’t have taken another step. They would have settle there in Jerusalem raised families and told the story of their friend Jesus. But the gospel might not have made it to Marianna, AR. So Jesus had to be risen for the gospel to be preached and for salvation to come to the world.

So Jesus has no grave for us to go and visit. They believe they have found the borrowed tomb of Joseph of Arithmathea. But our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is not there.


Jesus is the first resurrection, for we know that God is the Alpha and the Omega; he is the beginning and the end. How could we follow if Jesus had not been first? In order to follow there must be something ahead of you. We can’t follow something we can’t see and we can’t see something we are not looking for.


If I am your pastor and I am never around, then how can you follow me? And if we are not looking to follow after Christ then we will never see Him. The bible says “seek him while He may be found”. This tells me that one-day folk are going to look for Christ and salvation and it won’t be available.


This is why we must continue to sing those songs like, “I’m so glad I found the Lord Jesus in time”. We must come like the old preachers use to say, “You ought to come while the blood is running warm in your veins”.


So everything and everyone in this world has a gospel. Meaning we can identify with every aspect of Christ’s life except the resurrection. Everyone has a birth date, everyone has breath of life and everyone has to die, according to Hebrews 9:27  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:


But only those who accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior can experience the resurrection. 

Your Gospel – Your Birth, Your Life, Your Death, Your Burial And Your Resurrection!
Body: 
(Read v. 15)!
Paul here is encouraging the church in Corinth to continue to stand on the gospel that he preached unto them, which is the good news. For which Paul stated that they had received and also stand on. 

We must understand that we can only stand on that which we have received. And we can only receive by what has been preached to us. God said faith come by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Paul also said in Romans 10:8 that we preach faith. But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

Many have heard but all have no received the gospel of Jesus Christ. God said blessed are those who have not seen yet believed. We did not have the pleasure of the disciples to walk and talk with Jesus and see Him after the resurrection. Yet we believe by the faith because we have received the faith that has been preached to us.

Jesus is not coming back when all have received His gospel, but he is coming back when all have heard His gospel!

(Read v. 2)!

Paul talks about keeping in memory what he has preached. And I imagine it made Paul feel good when Timothy remembered his teachings. I know it makes me feel good to know that some remember a word that the lord preached through me.

When Paul said keep in memory he meant we must forget our gospel and remember the gospel of Jesus Christ. In our communion we break bread and wine in remembrance of the sacrifice of Jesus. 

Our mind plays a very important role in our Christian lives. This is why God said renew your mind. He also tells us to cast down vain imaginations. God also said that an idle mind is the devil’s workshop. But when we wake up with our minds stayed on Jesus, Satan has nothing to work with.
(Read v. 3)!

Paul said I gave you what I had received first. We can’t preach what we have not received. We can’t preach reconciliation unless we have first been reconciled. We can’t preach deliverance unless we have first been delivered.  We have folk preaching and singing about stuff they don’t even believe. Little babies singing about going through and hadn’t been through.

Paul told them Christ died according to the scriptures. The bible has been written for our benefit. And there comes a time when we must believe what is written in the scriptures. We can easily believe what is written in the newspaper and magazines. We can even believe what the teacher teaches out of the schoolbooks. But who can believe what is written in the scriptures?

When Jesus was dying on the cross, he was quoting scriptures. When the apostles where being put to death they died praying, preaching and quoting scriptures.

(Read v. 4)!

Christ had to be born, live, die and rise the third day according to the scriptures. It had been prophesied that Jesus would be born in Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Even Jesus prophesied his own death and resurrection in Mark 14:58   We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.

(Read v. 5)!

We know that God does nothing with out a witness. The angels witnessed the creation. Adam and Eve were witnessed to paradise in the garden. Noah’s and his family where witnesses to God’s grace after the flood. There were witnessed when God delivered the children of Israel out of Egypt. The three wise men witnesses to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The disciples bear witness to the miracles and healings of Jesus. Even the Romans bear witness to the death and burial of Jesus Christ. And we see that there are witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection. Amen there are witnesses to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

But the question is, who can bear witness to your gospel. There is someone who was there when we was born. There are those who can witness to many things we have done in our lives. But who can bear witness to the old man dying and the new man being resurrected.

Somebody ought to be able to bear witness to our resurrection. Jesus did not have to tell the disciples he had risen. There was a witness to send word to the disciples. 

We don’t have to run around telling folk we have been resurrected, God has a witness to tell the world we have been changed. Somebody ought to see a change in us. Somebody ought to be able to say, the things they us to do, they don’t do any more. The places they use to go I don’t see them anymore.

Somebody ought to be able to preach your gospel!

And Your Gospel is – Your Birth, Your Life, Your Death, Your Burial And Your Resurrection!
Conclusion: 
And as I close, we must understand that we must die unto ourselves before we can be resurrected in Jesus Christ. The new man cannot be born until the old man dies. 

And this Christian walk is a daily walk. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:31. We have to tell ourselves that we are going to live according to the gospel of Jesus Christ and not by our gospel.

We have to deny ourselves every day. Jesus said in Luke 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

To accept Christ as our Lord and savior is to die unto ourselves and be born again unto God.

The baptism is s public showing and let’s us share in the death and resurrection of Christ. When we go under the water it symbolizes our going into the grave with Christ, and when we come up we rise with Christ as He rose on the third day morning. 

We sing about my day was on a Monday or Tuesday, etc. But it’s not about our day, but it’s all about the third day. For in our gospel, just like Christ we have a third day morning when we got up out of the grave of our lives. And now we live for Christ.

And we must understand that the gospel is not full or complete until we put Jesus on the right hand of the Father in heaven. Interceding on our behalf.

And remember Your Gospel is – Your Birth, Your Life, Your Death, Your Burial And Your Resurrection in Jesus Christ!
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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